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Introduction: 
By Rich Fuller, Sr. Information & Education Specialist, ODWC  

 
Although there were two very popular Biennial Reports (books) produced in the earliest days of the Oklahoma 
Game and Fish Department (1912 Field, Forest and Stream in Oklahoma, and the 1914 Outdoor Oklahoma), 
there was no biennial report made for 1916; and for good reason. The Game and Fish Department disbanded in 
late 1913 and was closed for the next four years.  
 
After the Department was re-established with the brief term of Warden, John Chenoweth (1917), George A. 
Smith was appointed by the Governor, R. L. Williams to the State Game Warden post in 1918.  In that year, 
Smith commissioned the 1918 Biennial Report, which takes on a more governmental format and less of a 
“narrative” tone as its 1912, and 1914 predecessors, but still provides interesting reading.  
 
Within the book there are descriptions of several of Oklahoma’s unique ecosystems, but none as intricately 
detailed as two new state-owned/managed properties, the fish and game hatcheries at Medicine Park (known 
today as the James A. Manning State Fish Hatchery), and at Armstrong, OK (known today as the Durant State 
Fish Hatchery). These facilities no longer produce any game birds or animals, but are still intensively used for 
the propagation of game fish to stock within state waters.  At nearly a century old each of these hatcheries have 
produced billions of channel catfish, native-strain largemouth bass, Florida-strain largemouth bass, multiple 
sunfish species and smallmouth bass just to name a few.  
 
The report also describes the newly acquired McCurtain County Game Preserve (now known as the McCurtain 
County Wilderness Area) with its vast timber and wildlife resources. Another section describes the yet un-
named Lake Overholser dam on the North Canadian River on the west side of Oklahoma City.  
 






















































































































