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Oldahoma is home to 46 snake species. Of these,
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seven species are venomous and belong to a group yat M oo Rattlesnake can be Wi
known as pit vipers; all of which are shown on s [ — \ g L found in a variety of farested i - 71

. The Prairie Battlesnake can 2 :‘3- " The Copperhead canbe found . ] 'l'u habitats from rocky, weoded A ;1"-
this poster. Oklahoma’s venomous snakes share T M e = S ’1 Eﬁfﬂ ]'péau:izu_.ga._. also mm" } . im n wierwariety rf habita, T_JI!;.'.".'i!ﬁl | TR : E;E.l,!'#
several physical and behavioral traits. In all species, canyons, apen grasslands and = oy .:a el WET, A0 Theaduhlength ranges from T \ ¢ Theadult length ranges from 35
the head is noticeably wider than the neck and is prairis dog towns. This snake B T s e neaicic - § 7 11to36 inches. There are three | o inches. The color of timber rattlesnakes varies; some
summmm Iﬂm‘ ']]IE}" all kld.i.ﬂauf sperds its days in rodent burrows, The adult length ranges o, :ﬁﬁ '.I'h.es d.ull:];cmj; Eom 1B 10 76 inches, The 5, *  sdhspecies of copperheads in Oklihoma that show modest - individuals are nearly black and athers are light-colared

! per from 34 ta 45 inches. The background color is grayish-brown b e £ T e i e o 3 calor and band width varistions: Broad-banded Copperhead. . (yellowish-tan showen above ) This sniake has dark bar-shaped
shed and regrow their fangs. The eyes of each o yelloveiah, heowen, riflon veith & preesish cast. Thers are T 1 background color is a light grayish-brown. Along the center A Oage Copperbead and Southern Copperhead. The bady B o et angilar crom banads on fhe beck b of the body and
species have elliptical pupils (similar to the eyes of braven blotches with dark edges alang the middle af the back; - Ereipeiniin iy %y o consis o ahernsing light and dakbands. Thelight [ dark blotchesan th frot nea the bead. Some have  usty-
on. the tail these change to dark brown bands. The tail has e ; : . ER are tan with a white barder. ar ~ red stripe along the back, thus this species is sometimes

cats) that help them see at night. The scales on the lasge tdes. The plain bl is white t eream. The Pririe B o e e e e P are copper or reddish-brown with a pinkish tinge. The dark % 8 roferred to as the “canchrake rattlesnake” in southeastern
back and sides are keeled - meaning that thereisa Dattleiruke is aggreasive and has very toxic venom. N :}”:“ ﬂtuf"hﬂl“}f;’"“ ey e o bands are bounglass-shaped and the central regicn is lighter *  Oklaboma. The tail is ot patterned, has lirge rattles and a
raised ridge in the center of each scale. All species A d"iﬁ;" L e R e o W5 thantheoutersdge. A juvenile has a yellow tail tip. The ¢ - dark, velvet appearance. Thus, this species is often called the
BT e ing pits et 'ad L e [ . wenom is rarely fatal but causes lecal tissue dammage. ﬁ P redvet tmill”

the eyes and the nostrils that help them hunt by
following the heat trails left by their prey. Each . . . SRR Ry ol L -
species often hunts by remaining in one place and P T ! Jy ) e Py i Western Diamond-backed
ambushing its prey. Many are distinguished by the LA ARkl . Rattlesnake
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snakes lay eggs; the young develop within the S QRO LY S . ALy C f et ;_:-._--..ﬂ : “t"% r’
temale’s body and she gives birth to them in the A Field Guide to Oklahoma's AR R 2 - N S e 4
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is active primarily at night; during cooler weather Amphibians
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communal dens during late fall and winter, often ep I es
with nonvenomous snakes. Seek medical attention By Greq & Lynnette Slevert

if bitten by a venomous snake - do not try to treat gy == T - -":H.'.I'E.'-I
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REPTILE REGULATIONS: For complete reptile e R 3 - . R s ) | zanbe found in a varisty of S ‘!ﬁ ! ¢ befoundin swamps, marshes, J—u
Hunting Guide online at wildlifedepartment.com. kit - il g ¥ | e T — =t e oak woodland s or mized cak- ety arcund permanent sources of np iy
k. - ’ r- [l 1 hinife A nehelt, fin mnake wie w ..':-‘! pine forests. The adult length waater such as pands. The adult
Tt '. 1 ; - i T ' I s From 30ta 72 inches ko o= ranges from 15 to 20 inches The background color of this lergth rnges from 20 o 42 inches. There are alternating dark-
memq]lmdhﬂmm SN 5 : gy J-T:Fﬂu] D'E]' i Oklal The snake is gray - sometimes with a lavender tint. [t bas dack brovwn and nearly black bands that nan across the body These
fFram the mihlication "4 Tield aide #o Oklasbhomma's . Sl A : i * ot N LT R i . il blotches, which app-eurtnb-erecta.ngu]a.r bars alnngtbel:m:i’. are distinct in a.jl.m:n.i]:l:!ul often hlend h:hg;eﬂwinmadult

dark, diamond -shaped hlotches edged sith white along the
biack. The background is a grayish-brown. This is the anly
rattlesnalkee in OHabaoma that has bold black and white bands
amn the tail, thus it is often known as the “coon tail rattles™ Tt
will avaid condrontation if possible, but it is rather aggressive
and will usually rattle its fail and can sirike if disharbed. In
Cklahomna, this species hibernates in dens - sometimes in

large rumbers.

O thie zides thers sre ane or two rows of small, dark, faded
blotches. A thin, reddish to chestnut siripe extends alang the
back through the dorsa] blotches, The belly is cream with
marry dark blotches or bars. This small snake has a rattle that
sounds similar bo an inssct buex, and is hard to bear, Tt iz
kocally knowm as the “ground rattler.” This sake ranely bites
humans and is not as toxic as other rattlesnakes.

and make them appear almest uniformby dark. The belly has
many large, dark hlotches that maks it appear dark. A juwenile
has a yellow to vellow-green tail tip. [t will open its mouth at an
intruder exposing the cotton-white color. 1 aften swims with
ite kiend, neck, and back ot of the water, while non-wenomiaus
watersnakes commonly swim with ooly the bead and neck out
of the water. It is often called a “water moccasin.”
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