Field, Forest and Stream in Oklahoma
1912 Annual Report of the State Game and Fish Warden, John B. Doolin,
to the Governor of the State of Oklahoma, the Honorable Lee Cruce.

Introduction:
By Rich Fuller, Sr. Information & Education Specialist, ODWC

Unlike what its subtitle implies, Field, Forest and Stream in Oklahoma was not what many might expect to
find in a governmental “report” from an agency head to the Governor. Field, Forest and Stream, was a
160-page hardbound book; a treatise on the natural wonder of Oklahoma’s diverse landscapes. Not only
did the book eloquently describe many of Oklahoma’s wildlife and their habitats, but it also promoted the
wise conservation and protection of several species, such as prairie chickens, which had declined from
pre-settlement years. Throughout the book, references were made to promote conservation and to support
the efforts of the newly established Oklahoma Game and Fish Department.

John B. Doolin- State Game Warden, is credited as the author of the book. A native of Alva, Doolin began
his career in the clothing business, but at age 21 began a life-long career in politics and public service.



John B. Doolin

After assisting the unsuccessful gubernatorial campaign of Lee Cruce in 1907, Doolin again assisted
Cruce’s second attempt in 1910 which he won. Thereafter Cruce appointed Doolin as State Game Warden.
While in office, Doolin began an active campaign for the conservation of wildlife, particularly birds.

Although Doolin is credited as the author of Field, Forest and Stream, the book was actually penned by
Frederick Samuel Barde, an experienced newspaper writer who moved to Guthrie in 1898. It was Barde, a
self-taught naturalist, who wrote the descriptive and eloquent prose found in both Field, Forest and
Stream, and its 1914 sequel, Outdoor Oklahoma.

Barde an accomplished writer for the Kansas City Star and other newspapers had obviously been
influenced by American naturalist and essayist, Henry David Thoreau. Like Thoreau, who found seclusion
at Walden Pond in the wilds near Concord, Massachusetts, Barde found his own tranquility in a cabin
made of stone he called “Doby Walls” a few miles outside of Guthrie.

“Doby Walls” Fred Barde (1869-1916) at “Doby Walls”

In Field, Forest and Stream, Barde describes several unique ecosystems such as the Tallgrass Prairie and
Wichita Mountains. Along with his photographs, Barde calls attention to species of birds or animals that
have virtually disappeared in the few decades since the “Pioneer Days.” He chastises the “game hog”, and
promotes fish and wildlife to be used for good “sportsmanship” rather than subsistence, which by the
1910s had become unnecessary due to improved farming and cattle ranching.




An article by Linda D. Wilson documenting the life and writings of Frederick Barde can be found on the
Oklahoma Historical Society’s Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture. See link below:

http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/b/ba019.html

Additionally, an article about Barde by Larry Phipps ran in the 1965 spring edition of Oklahoma Today
Magazine which can be accessed at the following link:

http://digital.library.okstate.edu/oktoday/1960.html

Largely due to the uniqueness of Barde’s Field, Forest and Stream, the Oklahoma Historical Society
created an exhibit to honor not only Barde’s work, but also to celebrate the history of outdoor recreation in
the state. On April 4, 2008 the Oklahoma History Center opened the “Field, Forest and Stream” Exhibit,
which not only featured many artifacts from the Barde collection, but also other notable outdoor icons
such as Don Wallace, popular host of “The Wallace Wildlife Show” (Aired on WKY TV 1965-1988), and
famous flyer, Wylie Post who was an avid sportsman. The Field, Forest and Stream exhibit ran at the
Oklahoma History Center for more than a year, and was later displayed at OHS’s Cherokee Strip Regional
Heritage Center in Enid.















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































