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A Constitutional agency funded by sportsmen and women 

through their purchase of hunting and fishing licenses.



Who We Are 

The Oklahoma Department of Wildlife 
Conservation is the state agency 
responsible for managing fish and 
wildlife. The ODWC issues hunting and 
fishing licenses and makes sure the 
public has important information about 
outdoor recreation. We enforce rules and 
regulations and have numerous programs 
that provide for healthy resources and 
satisfied customers. 

The Wildlife Department was created as a one-man agency in 1909. 
The first hunting license was created at a cost of $1.25 to fund the 
Department, setting the precedent of a non-appropriated, user-pay/
user-benefit agency. In 1956, state voters passed a constitutional 
amendment establishing the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife 
Conservation as the constitutional agency it is today. The amendment 
was enacted in 1957. 

The Wildlife Department receives no general state tax 
appropriations and is supported by hunting and fishing license 
fees and federal excise taxes on hunting and fishing equipment.

Our Mission

To manage Oklahoma’s wildlife resources and habitat to provide 
scientific, educational, aesthetic, economic and recreational 
benefits for present and future generations of hunters, anglers and 
others who appreciate wildlife.

Department Organization

The Department is organized into five major divisions: 
Administration, Fisheries, Information and Education, Law 
Enforcement and Wildlife.

Cover photo taken at Cimarron Bluff WMA by Steve Webber

The Commission

governing board of the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife 
Conservation. 

Governor and confirmed by the Senate.

regulations, sets policy for the Wildlife Department, and indirectly 
oversees all state fish and wildlife conservation activities.

financial transactions and meet the first Monday of each month 
to conduct business.

Your Wildlife Department

Over 330 full-time employees, including:

Jenks, Lawton, Norman, Ponca City, Porter, and Woodward

The ODWC is a constitutional agency. It was 

created based on the user-pay, user-benefit 

principle where hunter and angler license 

fees fund the operation of the Department.
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The Wildlife Department’s mission 

is to manage Oklahoma’s wildlife 

resources and habitat to provide 

benefits for present and future 

generations of hunters, anglers and 

outdoor enthusiasts.
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Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation 

Organization Chart

* Oklahoma Wildlife Conservation Commission appointed by Governor, confirmed by the Senate.

Updated 11/2010

Federal Aid 

Coordinator

Responsive 

Management

Assistant Director 

Administration & Finance

H R Administrator

License 

Supervisor

Accounting 

Supervisor

Information Tech 

Supervisor

Property Manager

Communication 

Manager

Chief of Fisheries

Assistant Chief

Management 

Supervisors (9)

Research 

Supervisor

Hatchery 

Supervisor

Paddlefish 

Coordinator

Lake Maintenance

Chief of Wildlife

Lands/Minerals 

Coordinator

Assistant Chief

Management 

Supervisors (5)

Research 

Supervisors (2)

Chief of Law 

Enforcement

Assistant Chief

District Chiefs (8)

Warden 

Supervisors (16)

Chief of Information 

& Education

Information 

Supervisor

Education 

Supervisor

Assistant Director 

Operations

Administrative 

Assistant

Director

Eight member Wildlife 

Conservation Commission*

Administrative 

Assistant

2010 Annual Report 3



Department Funding

The Department remains a non-appropriated, user-pay/user-
benefit agency that is funded either directly or indirectly 
by hunting and fishing license sales. In fiscal year 2010 
the Department operated with an estimated $51.6 million 
in revenue. Specifically, major revenue sources are: annual 
license sales, $17.9 million; federal wildlife and sport fish 
restoration grant revenue, $16.2 million – this income is 
based on a formula that includes certified number of hunting 

oil leases, $2.9 million; miscellaneous income including 
donations, $5.6 million.

Lifetime License 

Trust Account

license trust fund. The principal cannot be spent but the interest 
investment income can be used for operations. 

license holders and no longer purchase annual licenses.

ODWC FY 2010 Revenue

(in millions)

The ODWC does not receive 

general state appropriations. 

License sales and federal 

Wildlife and Sport Fish 

Restoration Program grant 

revenue are its two main 

sources of funding.

Hunting and Fishing
License Sales $17.9

Federal Wildlife & Sport Fish 
Restoration Grants $16.2

Interest Income
$3.4

Agriculture and
Oil Leases $2.9

Other Wildlife
Sales $5.4

Donations and 
Misc. Income $5.6
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The Wildlife Department is funded 

directly and indirectly by hunting 

and fishing license sales.

4 Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation



Agency Expenditures

 $11.7 million for Fisheries (29 percent of total budget); 

 $10.6 million for Law Enforcement (26 percent of total budget); 

 $560,000 for capital expenditures (one percent of total budget)

Oklahoma is an Outdoor 

Playground

Oklahoma is one of the most ecologically diverse states in the 
nation, with more than 760 species of wildlife found here, including:

The “Sooner State” has: 

Gulf coasts combined)

ODWC FY 2010 Expenditures

(as percent of total budget)

While hunting and fishing 

license sales have remained 

stable over the past several 

years, the percent of sales 

relative to the state’s 

population has decreased.

Fisheries 29%

Wildlife 28%

Law Enforcement 26%

Administration
10%

Information and
Education 6%

Capital Improvement 1%
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Last year, the Wildlife Department invested $2.4 million on educational 

programs like the popular Archery in the Schools program.
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Impact of Hunters and Anglers on Oklahoma’s Economy

Hunters

 
 
 

Salaries and Wages $251 million 
 

Anglers

Number of Anglers 611,000 
Total Expenditures $522 million 
Total Jobs 10,300 
Salaries and Wages $273 million 
State Tax Revenue $57 million 
Ripple Effect on the State Economy $906 million

Wildlife

Number of Participants 1,100,000 
 

Total Jobs 7,900

Economic Impact

“Anglers, hunters and wildlife viewers spend dollars that, in 
turn, benefit many other industries throughout the state. The 
resulting economic benefits reach every corner of the state and its 
economy. Every resident and tourist of Oklahoma benefits from 
fish and wildlife recreation spending.”

—The 2006 Economic Benefits of Hunting, Fishing and Wildlife 
Watching in Oklahoma by Thomas Allen & Rob Southwick with Dr. 
Peggy McKee

Recreation, conducted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the U.S. Census.

Expenditures by hunters and 

anglers provide an important 

boost to many rural 

economies. Migratory bird 

hunters in OK spent over $34 

million dollars in retail sales 

in 2006.

What You Can Do To Support Conservation
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Every resident and tourist of Oklahoma benefits 

from fish and wildlife recreation spending.
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Recent  Accomplishments

2007 

to collect important data, process paddlefish meat for anglers 
and salvage paddlefish eggs.

Flat area to restore a unique wetland habitat.             

who have never hunted to try it with a supervisor / mentor.

2008

Oklahoma anglers and fish.

all people the right to hunt, trap, fish and take game and fish.    

in LeFlore County’s Cucumber Creek area.

2009

participated in the Archery in the Schools State Shoot.

SE Oklahoma.

2010

Center, part of the 700 acre Arcadia Conservation Education 
Area. The brand-new building has already been used for hunter 
education and aquatic education classes, wetland learning 
opportunities, bird watching and field trips for area schools. 

Oklahoma hunters enjoyed additional opportunities to harvest deer.

professionally cleaned fillets.

The e-check option, which allows deer hunters to check their 

deer online instead of at a check station, grew in popularity in 

2010. The Department continues to explore the best ways to use 

technology to improve wildlife management across the state.
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Record crowds of almost 52,000 

attended the popular Oklahoma 

Wildlife Expo last year.
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ODWC Employee Numbers ODWC Budget

A Legacy of Conservation

in 1909. The first hunting license cost $1.25 to fund the 
Department, setting the precedent of a non-appropriated, 
user-pay / user-benefit agency.

establishing the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation 
as the constitutional agency it is today. The amendment was 
enacted in 1957, and the first board of commissioners was 
created to oversee the Department’s operation.

320

330

340

350

FY 10FY 09FY 08FY 07FY 06 30,000,000

35,000,000

40,000,000

45,000,000

FY 10FY 09FY 08FY 07FY 06

Did you Know? 

to nature, and to spend time with friends and family.

Oklahoma citizens enjoy watching wildlife.

viewing in Oklahoma are greater than the state’s third largest 

Wildlife Conservation annually raise and stock about 12 million 
fish each year.
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The Wildlife Department funds 

conservation projects in Oklahoma, 

such as prescribed burning which 

provides numerous benefits to 

wildlife habitat.
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The Commission

The Governor appoints the eight-member Oklahoma Wildlife 
Conservation Commission, which serves as the Department of Wildlife’s advisory, administrative 
and policy-making body.  Appointments must be confirmed by the Oklahoma Senate.

The Commission governs all Department operations and financial transactions.  It oversees 
land and equipment purchases, public hunting and fishing areas and developments, and 
wildlife management areas.            

The Commission appoints the Department’s Director who is responsible for all other personnel appointments.

M. David Riggs 

District 1 
Term through 2013

A lifelong 
resident 
of Sand 
Springs, 
Riggs is a 
partner in 
one of the 

state’s largest law firms - Riggs, 

Lewis. Riggs also served as a 

of Representatives from 1971 to 

Bruce R. Mabrey 

District 2 

A lifelong 
resident of 
Okmulgee, 
Mabrey has 
been the 
executive 
officer of 

a family-owned bank holding 
company with ownership in 
several eastern Oklahoma 

executive vice president of 

in Okmulgee.

Mike Bloodworth 

District 3 

Term through 2015

founded an 
independent 
insurance 
agency in 

serving 
as a sixth-grade teacher and 
elementary school principal there 

bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
in education from Southeastern 
Oklahoma State University in 

Foundation of Oklahoma.

Harland Stonecipher 

District 4 

Term through 2016

Stonecipher, 
who has 
served 
on the 
Commission 
since 

1993, is an avid sportsman 
and hunting dog enthusiast. 
Stonecipher is also the founder 
and chief executive officer of 
Pre-Paid Legal Services, Inc.

Ed Abel 
District 5  

Abel is a 
lifelong 
sportsman, 
and 
previously 
served as 
a Wildlife 

senior partner of what is now 
Abel Law Firm, founded in 1976. 

Arts Degree from the University 
of Oklahoma in 1963 and his 
Juris Doctor Degree from The 
University of Oklahoma Law 
School in 1966.

John P. Zelbst 

District 6 
Term through 2019

Zelbst is the 
managing 
partner 
at Zelbst, 

firm and 
has 30 years experience as a 

the Oklahoma Association for 
Justice (formerly the Oklahoma 
Trial Lawyers Association) and 
served as the Association’s 
President in 2000.

Mart Tisdal 

District 7 

Term through 2011

Tisdal earned 
both a 

Arts and a 
Juris Doctor 
degree 
from the 

University of Oklahoma 
before founding Tisdal Law 
Firm, a general practice legal 
office which has oil and gas, 
environmental law and complex 
litigation among its areas of 
focus. In addition, he has served 
as the president of the Oklahoma 

John Groendyke 

District 8 

Term through 2012

John 
Groendyke, 
who has 
served 
on the 
Commission 
since 1976, 

is an avid upland bird hunter. 
Groendyke is chairman of the 
board of Groendyke Transport, 
Inc. founded by his father.
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Richard Hatcher has been the Director of the Wildlife Department since 

2009. He has worked for the agency for 31 years. As the Department’s 

chief executive, Richard is responsible for both long-range programs 

and day-to-day progress, making sure the Department functions within 

the Commission’s policy guidelines and budget. He delegates authority 

to the Assistant Directors, thereby indirectly supervising the entire 

agency, including the control of Department funds and the employment, 

promotion, location of personnel and all divisions of the department.

Melinda Sturgess-Streich has been the Assistant Director 

of Administration & Finance since 2006. She has worked 

for the agency for 21 years. She supervises Licensing, 

Accounting, Human Resources, Information Technology, 

Property, and Communication Personnel. The Assistant 

Director aids in executive duties and serves as Acting 

Director in the Director’s absence.

Wade Free was named Assistant Director of Operations 

in 2011. He has worked for the agency 28 years. He 

supervises the fish and wildlife management programs 

(Fish and Wildlife divisions), Law Enforcement, and 

Information & Education divisions. The Assistant 

Director aids in executive duties and serves as Acting 

Director in the Director’s absence. 

Director

Richard Hatcher

Assistant Director

Melinda Sturgess-Streich

Assistant Director

Wade Free

Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation

Administration & Finance

Operations
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Barry Bolton has been the Chief of Fisheries Division 

since 2007. He has worked for the agency for 31 years. 

He oversees four state fish hatcheries, a research 

laboratory, and regional biologists and technicians.

Robert Fleenor has been the Chief of Law Enforcement 

Division since 2010. He has worked for the agency for 34 

years. He oversees over 100 game wardens stationed in 

all 77 Oklahoma counties.

Alan Peoples has been the Chief of Wildlife Division 

since 1999. He has worked for the agency for 20 

years. He oversees all biologists and technicians 

on Wildlife Management Areas as well as wildlife 

research initiatives.

Nels Rodefeld has been the Chief of Information & 

Education Division since 2006. He has worked for the 

agency for 16 years. He oversees education programs, 

publications, television and website content.

Chief

Barry Bolton

Chief

Robert Fleenor

Chief

Alan Peoples

Chief

Nels Rodefeld

Fisheries Division

Law Enforcement Division

Wildlife Division

Information and Education Division
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License Sales—Fiscal Year 2010

(Refunds Deducted)

Number

Price per License 

 (Excludes Dealer Fee) Total Dollar Amount

Annual Fishing 19.00 
35,696.00 

NR Annual Fishing 31.00 1,130,725.00 
NR 5 Day Fishing 16.00 657,152.00 
Resident 2 Day Fishing 9.00 

75.00 
Trout 9.00 319,131.00 

10,100 
Lifetime Fishing License 990 200.00 

766 30.00 
NR Lifetime Fishing 252 250.00 63,000.00 
Texoma Fishing License 6.75 
Temporary Resident Fish 35.00 111,700.00 
Lake Texoma-Texas
Temporary Resident-Trout 36 35.00 1,260.00 
Temporary NR Fishing 90.00 
Temporary NR-Trout 75.00 3,000.00 
Combination 36.00 

2,177 135.00 
Lifetime Combination 2,223 750.00 1,667,250.00 

213 215.00 
Disable Veterans Combination LT 251 200.00 50,200.00 
60-100% Disabled Vet Combination LT 25.00 12,125.00 
NR Lifetime Combination 0 650.00 0.00 

20.00 
Resident Land Access Fee 39.00 
Resident 3 Day Land Access Fee 1,333 9.00 
NR Land Access Fee 36,672.00 

1,515 10.00 15,150.00 
Disability Fishing 10.00 
Resident Annual Trapper 9.00 
Professional Trapper-Furbearer 111 25.00 7,603.50 
NR Annual Trapper 2 690.00 
Fur Dealer 17 100.00 1,700.00 
NR Fur Dealer 2 Varies
Res Minnow Dealer/Intrastate 7 100.00 700.00 
NR Minnow Dealer/Interstate 10 500.00 5,000.00 
Res Minnow Dealer/Interstate 9 100.00 900.00 
Res Minnow Dealer/Interstate/Extra Veh 16 25.00 
NR Minnow Dealer/Interstate/Extra Veh 35 25.00 
Res Minnow Dealer/Intrastate/Extra Veh 10 25.00 250.00 
Resident Shad Dipper 0 50.00 

0 50.00 
0 50.00 

Mussel Permit 1 50.00 50.00 
Mussel Dealer 0 1,000.00 
NR Mussel Permit 0 1,000.00 
Paddle Fish Permit 63,075 0.00 
Non-Ambulatory 0 0.00 
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Number

Price per License 

 (Excludes Dealer Fee) Total Dollar Amount

Fishing Guide License 66.00 
Resident Aquatic Turtle 39 1,560.00 
NR Aquatic Turtle 0 200.00 

11 
1 200.00 200.00 
0 500.00 

Duplicate Annual IPOS 5,325 0.50 2,661.00 
Duplicate Annual License 1,063 1.50 

5.00 
Duplicate Senior Citizen Lifetime License 5.00 
Duplicate License-LT 10.00 
Duplicate Crossbow 3 5.00 15.00 
Duplicate Disability 159 1.50 

5.00 5,200.00 
Import-Export Permit 1 5.00 5.00 
Field Trial Permit 33 5.00 165.00 

0 201.00 
0 10.00 

33 500.00 16,500.00 
525 20.00 10,500.00 

100.00 
500.00 

71 10.00 710.00 
7,056.00 

Wildlife Rehabilitation Permit 91 10.00 910.00 
Resident Exhibitors Permit 2 50.00 100.00 
Resident Falconry 33 
NR Falconry 2 100.00 200.00 
NR 10 Day Falconry 9 25.00 225.00 
Scientific Collector Permit 190 10.00 1,900.00 

19.00 
131.00 
66.50 

16,932.00 
1,370 5.00 

5 Day Rattlesnake Permit 300 5.00 1,500.00 
160 10.00 1,600.00 

Waterfowl Stamps Collectors 501 9.00 
1,123 9.00 10,107.00 

50.00 
Waterfowl Stamp-DS 11,517 9.00 103,653.00 
Waterfowl Stamp-WFM 9.00 2,736.00 
Lifetime Waterfowl Stamp 11 50.00 550.00 
Waterfowl Stamp-WF 22 9.00 

600.00 252,600.00 
200.00 

1,159 75.00 
Turkey-Spring 16,757 6.75 
Turkey-Fall 2,529 6.75 22,761.00 
Resident Antelope 26 50.00 1,300.00 
NR Antelope 1 295.00 295.00 
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Number

Price per License 

 (Excludes Dealer Fee) Total Dollar Amount

Resident-Private Land Elk 76 50.00 
Elk 50.00 1,900.00 
Elk Resident Ft. Sill 73 50.00 3,650.00 

0 N/A 0.00 
NR Elk 1 295.00 295.00 
Non-Resident-Private Land Elk 10 295.00 2,950.00 

20.00 35,375.00 
137 20.00 

0 20.00 0.00 
20.00 1,660.00 

32 17.50 
77 20.00 
93 20.00 

317 20.00 15,750.00 
60 20.00 1,000.00 

20.00 
0 20.00 

27 50.00 1,350.00 
10.00 

130 9.00 
9.00 

0 9.00 0.00 
16 9.00 
0 195.00 0.00 

93 10.00 930.00 
19.00 912.00 
10.00 

0 19.00 
19.00 

2 195.00 390.00 
1 195.00 195.00 

31 10.00 310.00 
19.00 

0 19.00 0.00 
19 195.00 3,705.00 

19.00 
1 19.00 19.00 

19.00 2,090.00 
3 195.00 
0 195.00 0.00 
0 195.00 0.00 

63 9.00 531.00 
Resident Deer Archery 19.00 

15,560 19.00 
Resident Deer Primitive-Doe 19.00 
Resident Special Antlerless Deer Gun SPX 2,761 19.00 

19.00 
Resident Deer Gun Antlerless 20,955 19.00 

9.00 
16,109 9.00 
1,295 9.00 11,655.00 

NR Deer Archery 727 195.00 
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Number

Price per License 

 (Excludes Dealer Fee) Total Dollar Amount

9.00 36,990.00 
195.00 

9.00 19,665.00 
NR Deer Primitive Antlerless 25 195.00 

9.00 30,717.00 
NR Deer Gun 195.00 
NR Deer Antlerless 69 195.00 
NR Spec Antlerless Deer Gun NSX 25 195.00 

22 3,190.00 
9 50.00 

NR Combo Deer Archery-Antlered/Antlerless 259,210.00 
NR Combo Deer Primitive-Antlered/Antlerless
NR Combo Deer Gun-Antlered/Antlerless 2,175 
NR Additional Combo Deer Archery-Antlerless 113 
NR Additional Combo Deer Primitive-Antlerless 29 1,305.00 
NR Additional Combo Deer Gun-Antlerless

2.00 
Sandhill Crane Permit 1,066 2.00 2,132.00 
Elk-Non Resident Ft. Sill (No Office Profit) 295.00 
Resident Antelope 50.00 
NR Antelope 295.00 

230 100.00 23,000.00 
6 500.00 3,000.00 

Senior Citizen Combination 9.25 57,229.75 
Senior Citizen LT Fishing 5.25 

162 5.25 
20.00 

5.00 

0.50 
7,515 75,150.00 

15,030.00
TOTALS 1,249,973 20,061,826.27
** This license is for Temporary Fishing and Hunting
*** Special Hunt user fees are remitted to the respective federal agency.
The number column multiplied by price per license does not always equal the amount due to price increases or decreases, and all nonresident license 
fees include a portion of the fee set aside for wildlife habitat.

License Cost History

Annual Licenses (hunting or fishing)

Year Cost

1909* $1.25
1950 $2.00

$3.25
1975 $5.00

$7.50
$10.00

1995 $12.50
2003*** $20.00
2005**** $25.00

Lifetime Licenses

Year Combination Fishing Hunting

$150 $100 $100
1975 $225 $125 $125

$125 $300
1995 $525 $150
2003*** $750 $200 $600
2005**** $775 $225 $625

*First Hunting License issued
** Original license fee

*** Effective July 1, 2003
**** Jan. 1, 2005 increased to include Legacy Permit
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