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Take a trip to a new lake 
this spring. You never know 
what might be waiting at 
the end of your next cast.
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We hope you find the 2006 Anglers Guide useful 

once again this year. As always, the annual guide 

features a wide variety of useful information, whether 

you are just getting your feet wet in the sport of fishing 

or you have been hooked for years. There are netting 

charts, stocking tables, even a few fishing tips. 

This year we have added a few suggested locations 

on where to try your luck fishing for some of the state’s 

most popular sportfish. Take a day off this spring and 

make a trip to one of these fishing destinations. Bet-

ter yet, take a friend or family member along – you’ll 

make memories that you’ll share for years to come. 

Whether you brave new waters or head back to your 

favorite “secret” spot, the important thing is to just get 

out there and go. After all, life is too short to not go 

fishing every once in a while. —Micah Holmes

Sunfish
Watching a bobber dance and 

plunge under the water is just plain 

fun – whether you are eight years 

old or 80.

Bluegill, redear and green 

sunfish are the most plentiful 

fish in Oklahoma and are the 

perfect quarry for a bobber and 

worm combo. Most every body 

of water has a substantial sunfish 

population, and they are almost 

always willing to bite.  

Weedbeds are ideal habitat 

for really big bluegill and red-

ear sunfish. To fish the weeds, 

try using small minnows throughout the spawning 

season in June. 

Later in the summer, slip-bobber rigs can be used 

to fish deeper waters. Although sunfish will feed 

throughout the day, peak activity often occurs early 

in the morning and later in them evening.

Hybrid Sunfish Stocking, 2005
Hybrid sunfish were stocked in Arcadia /Edmond 

N, Bonham Pond, Cherokee Nation, Cherokee WMA, 

Connors Drug Ranch, Edwards Park Pond, Greenleaf 

Pond, Honor Hgts. Park, Houston Pond, Hunter Park, 

Lazy E Arena, Maple Park, Milton Huebsch Pond, 

Minshall Park Pond and Owen Park.

Coppernose Bluegill Stocking, 2005
Coppernose bluegill were stocked in Otter Lake, 

Packsaddle Marsh, Packsaddle Pond Stork Lake and 

Boy Scout Pond.

What is a Coppernose Bluegill?
The coppernose bluegill (lepomis macrochirus 

purpurescens) is the southern subspecies of bluegill 

nature to Oklahoma. One could think of them as the 

sunfish version of the Florida strain bass. Coppernose 

have fewer but wider vertical bars on their sides 

than do native bluegill. Coppernose get their name 

from the copper band above the eye or forehead that 

is prominent on males during spawning season. 

Nothing beats a day at 

the pond or lake watching 

bobbers bounce as feisty 

bluegills take the bait.
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They sometimes grow faster and larger than native 

bluegill in small impoundments, especially when 

placed on a regular feeding program.

Bluegill Stocking, 2005
Bluegill were stocked in Edwards Park Pond, 

Route 66 Park Pond A, Route 66 Park Pond B, Route 

66 Park Pond C and South Lake Park Pond East.

Redear Green Sunfish Stocking, 2005
Redear green sunfish were stocked in Eagle Ridge 

Pond, Stigler Golf Course, United Methodist Chil-

drens Home and South Lake Park Pond East.

Take a Trip
Find a creek or pond that holds water all year long and 

you have likely found a good place to catch a sunfish. 

The Wildlife Department has made that search a little 

easier for the central Oklahoma residents. 

Under cooperative fisheries management 

agreements between Oklahoma municipalities 

and the Wildlife Department, there is a wide variety 

of “Close to Home” fishing opportunities around the 

Oklahoma City metro.

Turn to page 17 of the “2006 Oklahoma Fishing 

Guide” for a complete list of these areas. Tulsa anglers 

can log on to www.wildlifedepartment.com/tulsaf-

ishing.htm for a list of locations near their home where 

families can have a day of fishing fun.

Oklahoma City
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Trout

Oklahoma’s trout areas are nestled among some 

of the most beautiful scenery the state has to offer 

– whether you prefer trout fishing in the muggy heat 

of summer or the crisp days of winter.

With opportunities at f ive state designated 

wintertime trout areas and two year round trout 

fisheries on the lower Illinois and lower Mountain 

Fork rivers, Oklahoma is blessed with a diversity 

of trout fishing opportunities.

Stretching across Oklahoma, the six winter-only 

fisheries provide trout fishing in areas where warm 

water temperatures are not suitable for trout during 

the summer. They are stocked regularly (from Nov. 

1 to March 31) with catchable size rainbow trout and 

are very popular with anglers all over the state.

Smart anglers can find up to date trout stocking sched-

ules posted on the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife 

Conservation’s Web site, www.wildlifedepartment.com.

Brown Trout Stocking, 2005
Brown trout were stocked in Mt. Fork River

Rainbow Trout Stocking, 2005
Rainbow trout were stocked in Black Fork Creek, Blue 

River, Crystal Beach Lake, Dolese Park Pond, Enid Gov’t 

Springs, Etling, Fourche Maline River, Gage City Lake, 

Guymon-Sunset, Honey Creek, Illinois River, Medicine 

Creek, Mt. Fork River, Pawhuska, Pine Grove Pond, 

Quartz Mountain State Park, Senior Center Pond, Spring 

Creek/Mayes, Watonga and Willow Pond.

Take a Trip
If you have never been to the lower Mountain Fork 

River in southeast Oklahoma, you should make 

plans to head to the pine-covered hills this spring. 

The rug-

ged beauty 

of the area alone is rea-

son enough to make the 

trip. The outstanding 

trout fishing is icing on 

the cake.

Both rainbow and brown trout can be coaxed into 

biting along the 12-mile lower Mountain Fork River 

Trout Area managed by the Oklahoma Department 

of Wildlife Conservation. Broken Bow Lake, just up 

the road, is home to the state record largemouth bass 

and is known for its smallmouth bass, crappie, white 

bass and walleye. 

Stay at one of Beavers Bend State Parks cozy 

and comfortable cabins and you can go trout f ish-

ing just a few steps out your back door. You could 

also “rough it” at the park ’s new lodge where you 

can have a view of Broken Bow Lake out the win-

dow of your luxurious room. For more informa-

tion about the park log onto www.beaversbend.

com or call (800) 435-5514.

If you can pry yourself away from all the great 

f ishing, there are plenty of other activities to 

enjoy. Canoeing, scuba diving, hiking, horse-

back riding – that is just a few of things you can 

do when you are not wetting a line. For more 

information, call the Broken Bow Chamber of 

Commerce at (580) 584-3393.

With just a few tips and 

a little practice, anyone 

can learn how to fly fish, 

and there is no better place 

to learn that at one of the 

Wildlife Department’s 

designated trout areas. 
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Lower Mountain 
Fork River
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For the seventh year in a row, Konawa Lake ranked 

number one in the number of bass caught per hour 

in reservoirs over 1,000 acres according to the 2005 

spring electrofishing data.

Covering 1,300 acres in Seminole County, Konawa 

produced 151 bass per hour of electrofishing during 

this year’s surveys.

“Konawa has a reputation as a great bass lake and 

this survey certainly reflects that. The lake is also well 

balanced – it ranked third in the number of larger bass 

(over 14 inches) in the survey,” said Kim Erickson, 

fisheries chief for the Wildlife Department.

Coming in second was Grand Lake, which produced 

122 bass per hour during this year’s electrofishing bass 

surveys. Dripping Springs Lake, near Okmulgee, 

ranked third with 114 bass per hour. Ranking fourth 

was Tenkiller Lake (112 bass per hour), with Eufaula 

Lake (95 bass per hour) rounding out the top five.

If you’re interested in big bass, the survey is also 

a great place to determine which lake may hold the 

highest number of big bass. Biologists keep track of the 

number of bass over 14 inches recorded for each hour 

of electrofishing. Tenkiller Lake took first place in the 

number of bass over 14 inches, and Grand, Konawa and 

McGee Creek lakes also received high marks.

Large reservoirs certainly are not the only place 

to catch bass in Oklahoma. The electrofishing data 

shows that many smaller lakes are home to healthy 

bass populations. Anglers should remember that high 

numbers of bass reported in the electrofishing results 

doesn’t always mean quality size bass are present.

In lakes under 1,000 acres, American Horse Lake, a 

Wildlife Department lake near Geary, scored tops in the 

total number of bass per hour with 245 bass per hour.

Coming in second was Cedar Lake near Wister 

which produced 210 bass per hour. The small 

LeFlore County lake can also claim the largest bass 

in the survey, a huge 11.3-pound largemouth.

Taft Lake near Muskogee ranked third with 154 bass 

per hour. Ranking fourth was Garrison Creek Lake (136 

bass per hour). This 65-acre Sequoyah County reser-

voir, owned and operated by the town of Roland, was 

impounded just three years ago. Existing fishing regula-

tions at Garrison Creek include catch and release bass fish-

ing until March 1, 2006. Dahlgren Lake, located south of 

Norman on the Lexington Wildlife Management Area, 

rounded out the top five with 125 bass per hour.

Data from the springtime bass survey is divided 

between that collected from lakes larger than 1,000 

acres, and lakes smaller than 1,000 acres. The data 

is used to determine the health of individual bass 

fisheries and how bass populations change over time. 

Regional fisheries management personnel capture 

bass using electrofishing equipment, then they weigh 
* Denotes lakes less than 1,000 acres

Konawa Lake Number One—Seven Years Running

  Bass Abundance Bass Size Heaviest Fish

 Lake (# per hour) (# over 14” per hour) (pounds)

 Central

 Bell Cow 56.2   23.3  7.5 
 *Dahlgren 125.3  1.3  5.3
 Dripping Springs 114  15.3  10.2 
 Eufaula 95.3  9.4  5.5 
 Konawa 150.6  33.4  8.9 
 *Okemah 89.1  38.2  7.5
 *Prague 114  38  5.8 
 Thunderbird 41.7 17.1 7.2
 Wes Watkins 47.1  12  5.2 
 *Wetumka 114.7 8.7 7.1
 Southeast

 *Cedar 209.6 10.4 11.3
 Northeast 

 *Bixhoma   102.7  25.3  6.4 
 *Garrison Creek  136  10  4.1
 Grand  121.8  37.5  6.6
 Newt Graham  34.7  12  5.0 
 *Sallisaw  99.3  4  2.9 
 *Taft  154  35  9.0 
 Tenkiller  112.3 39.3 5.9
 Southcentral

 Atoka Bluestem  41.3  2.7   2.0 
 *Caddo 18  73.3  28.7  5.9
 *Healdton  29.3  18  5.9 
 McGee Creek  88.2  29.1  8.5
 Murray 76.4 19.6 6.2
 Northwest 

 *American Horse   245.3   12.7  2.3 
 *Bartlesville  54  10.7  6.2 
 Birch  36  7.3  4.9
 *Elmer  111.3  30.7  4.5 
 Hulah  11.7 6.3  5.3 
 *Pawnee  54  24  8.8 
 *Ponca City  73.1  15.4  6.4
 *Vincent 17.3 0.7  2.1
 Southwest

 *Comanche   51.5  15.0   4.6
 *Jap Beaver  97.6  6.4  6.6 
 *Taylor 47.1 21.3 2.9

2005 SPRING ELECTROFISHING BASS SURVEY RESULTS

and measure each fish before releasing them back into 

the water unharmed. The information helps biologists 

determine which lakes benefit from specialized man-

agement techniques such as length and slot limits.

Lakes are classified as “Quality” if they can produce 

good numbers of catchable bass (indicated by at least 

40 bass per hour of electrofishing with at least 10 of 

those bass 14 inches or longer). “High Quality” lakes 

produce excellent numbers of catchable bass (at least 60 

bass per hour with 15 or more of those fish 14 inches 

or longer). Lakes that have trophy potential (capable of 

producing two fish over 21 inches in length per hour of 

electrofishing) are rated as “Trophy Quality.”
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Along with largemouth bass, the Department is 
also making great strides in managing the state’s 

smallmouth bass resources. Reservoir-strain 
smallmouths, which have reproduced naturally and 
exhibit excellent growth rates, have been stocked at a 

number of lakes across the state.
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Oklahoma’s Bass 
Management 
Strategy

It is certainly no secret that black bass (which 

includes largemouth, smallmouth and spotted bass) 

are one of the most popular game fish in Oklahoma 

and across the United States.

Of course, Oklahoma has an immense variety of bass 

waters, some of which must be more intensively man-

aged than others. Not surprisingly, the three sub-species 

have different requirements, as well. To provide the best 

angling opportunities in terms of quality and quantity, 

the ODWC developed a Black Bass Management Plan 

that is regarded as one of the best in the nation.

Essentially, the plan helps the Department’s fish-

eries biologists design site-specific management 

plans to help individual bass populations achieve 

their potential, which in turn enhances angling 

opportunities for everyone. Some lakes are better 

suited to producing large numbers of bass, while 

others are managed to produce trophy bass.

Fisheries managers use different sets of informa-

tion to determine management recommendations, 

but some of the most important data come from 

springtime electrofishing surveys. These surveys 

provide a wealth of information that includes specific 

and overall numbers of fish, average fish size and 

abundance of forage.

Naturally, achieving the goals of the Black Bass 

Management Plan requires managing both harvest and 

habitat. By regulating harvest through the use of slot 

length limits, minimum size limits and modified bag 

limits, the Department helps create the highest quality 

of fishing possible. However, harvest limits cannot suc-

ceed unless anglers accept and respect them.

Smallmouth Bass Stocking, 2005
Smallmouth Bass were stocked in Hefner Lake, 

Murray and Sardis.

Florida Largemouth Bass Stocking, 2005
Florida Largemouth Bass were stocked in Arbuckle, 

Ardmore City, Durant Lake, Ellsworth, Elmer Thomas 

WMWR, Eufaula, Helen, Hugo, Konawa, Lawtonka, 

McGee Creek, Mountain Lake, Nanih Waiya, Pine 

Creek, Raymond Gary, Sardis, Schooler, Scott King, 

Skiatook, Sooner and Veterans (Sulphur).

Northern Largemouth Bass Stocking, 2005
Northern Largemouth Bass were stocked in Bonham 

Pond, Durant Lake, Foss, MAPS Wetland Pond Penn, 

MAPS Wetland Pond Walker N, MAPS Wetland 

Pond Walker S, MAPS Wetland Pond Western, South 

Lake Park Pond East and Willow Lake North.

 Public Waters

 Blue Catfish 21,194

 Bluegill 6,951

 Brown Trout 9,310

 Channel Catfish 362,668

 Coppernose Bluegill 44,165

 Coppernose Bluegill Green Sunfish  200

 Florida Largemouth Bass 1,160,094

 Gambusia 14

 Hybrid Striped Bass 1,891,193

 Hybrid Sunfish 3,095

 Northern Largemouth Bass 6,667

 Paddlefish 30,478

 Rainbow Trout 292,136

 Hybrid Striped Bass 1,146,090

 Redear Green Sunfish 800

 Redear Sunfish 17

 Saugeye 965,361

 Smallmouth Bass 33,668

 Striped Bass 15

 Walleye 7,430,562

 Total Stocked in Public Waters 13,404,678

 

 Fry Stocked 8,761,499

 Fingerlings Stocked 4,002,953

 Subadults Stocked 334,606

 Adults Stocked 292

 Catchables Stocked 305,328

 

 Private Farm Ponds

 Bluegill 360,606

 Channel Catfish 81,697

 Largemouth Bass 65,831

 Total Stocked in Private Farm Ponds 508,134

  

 Grand Total Stocked in 2005 13,912,812

SUMMARY OF SPECIES STOCKED JANUARY THROUGH 

DECEMBER 2005

Naturally, achieving the goals 
of the Black Bass Management 
Plan requires managing both 
harvest and habitat.
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Admittedly, the walleye is not the most 
handsome f ish, but neither walleye nor 
saugeye can be beat for tablefare. 
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Walleye and 
Saugeye

It’s nice when you can kill two birds with one stone. 

Fisheries biologists did just that when the stocked 

walleye and saugeye in several Oklahoma lakes. Not 

only do the fish provide a new opportunity for anglers, 

they are an excellent biological control for stunted 

crappie populations. 

With a mottled golden brown coloration, walleye and 

saugeye have sensitive eyes which allow them to see food 

in turbid water and at night. They can usually be found 

near the bottom and also near deep underwater structures 

like drop-offs, humps and points.

In the spring (typically March and April), walleyes 

move onto rocky shorelines to spawn, making this the best 

time to catch big fish. In many lakes, they prefer to spawn 

on riprap along dams and bridges. One of the best ways to 

catch them is on jigs tipped with large red worms.

After spawning, they move to deeper water in main-

lake areas, and anglers catch them by trolling deep-

diving crankbaits along shoreline drop offs. Tailwater 

fishing can also be productive, especially during periods 

of heavy flow.

Saugeye often bite the best in the winter and early 

spring, from mid-Janauary through March. Long, shal-

low, windy points are prime saugeye hangouts, and anglers 

in the know often throw minnow-type jerkbaits or jig 

combos to draw strikes.

Walleye Stocking, 2005
Walleye were stocked in Canton, Foss, Ft. Supply, 

Hefner Lake, R.S. Kerr and Spavinaw Lake.

Saugeye Stocking, 2005
Saugeye were stocked in Altus City, Bluestem/Atoka, 

Bluestem/Osage, Burtschi, Carl Blackwell, Cleveland 

City, Clinton City, El Reno City, Elk City, Ellsworth, 

Fairfax City, Ft. Cobb, Great Salt Plains, Guthrie 

City, Hall, Holdenville City, Humphreys, Jap Beaver, 

Lawtonka, Liberty Lake, Pauls Valley, Pawnee City, 

Pine Creek, Ponca City Lake, Rocky Lake, Shawnee 

#1, Shawnee #2, Taylor, Thunderbird Lake, Tom Steed, 

Waurika and Wewoka.

Take a Trip
If you want a chance to catch a big saugeye, there is one 

place to go – Lake Thunderbird near Norman.

Wildlife Department fisheries biologists recently 

released two saugeye, weighing in at more than 10 pounds 

each, into Lake Thunderbird near Norman. The two big 

fish were collected and released during a research project 

examining the feeding habits of saugeye, bass and crappie. 

The current state record saugeye, a 9-pound, 14-ounce 

fish, was caught from Lake Thunderbird in 1992.

Saugeye fishing techniques are easy to learn. A white 

or chartreuse jig drifted or retrieved across a rocky point is 

a great way draw a strike from a saugeye. One of the best 

baits is a jig tipped with a worm, but you have to be on your 

toes because saugeye have a very light bite that can some-

times be tricky to detect. Prime time to catch saugeye is 

from Christmas to Valentine’s Day, but resourceful anglers 

can catch them all year round.

Bank anglers try fishing for saugeye at Lake Thunderbird 

near the Hog Creek boat ramp when there is a north wind 

and Fisherman’s Point when there is a south 

wind. Those fishing from a boat might try 

the point at the Little Axe boat ramp, Sail-

boat Point, the old submerged road bed in Little Axe 

Cove, and the points on both sides of Clear Bay.

For more information about Lake Thunderbird 

log on to www.touroklahoma.com or call (405) 

360-3572.

  Big Fish Percent Over  

 Lake (In Pounds) 20 Inches Rating

 Altus Lugert 6.2 2 Average

 Canton 5.7 12 Average

 Foss 0.5 0 Below Average

 Fort Supply 5.6 3 Above Average

 Hefner 7.4 28 Above Average

 Kaw 5.2 9 Below Average

 Keystone 1.5 0 Average

 Murray 0.6 0 Below Average

 Overholser 2.8 0 Below Average

 Yahola 0.3 0 Average

2005 WALLEYE: GILLNETTING

  Big Fish Percent Over  

 Lake (In Pounds) 20 Inches Rating

 Bluestem 1.5 0 Average

 Cleveland 0.9 0 Below Average

 Fairfax 0.5 0 Below Average

 Holdenville 1.1 0 Above Average

 Pawnee 0.9 0 Below Average

 Shawnee Twin #1 1.3 0 Average

 Shawnee Twin #2 1.8 0 Average

 Thunderbird 8.1 74 Above Average

 Wewoka 1.9 0 Average

2005 SAUGEYE: GILLNETTING

  Big Fish Percent Over  

 Lake (In Pounds) 20 Inches Rating

 Bluestem 1.5 0 Average

 Cleveland 0.9 0 Below Average

 Fairfax 0.5 0 Below Average

 Holdenville 1.1 0 Above Average

 Pawnee 0.9 0 Below Average

 Shawnee Twin #1 1.3 0 Average

 Shawnee Twin #2 1.8 0 Average

 Thunderbird 8.1 74 Above Average

 Wewoka 1.9 0 Average

2005 SAUGEYE: FALL NIGHT ELECTROFISHING

Lake 
Thunderbird
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  Big Fish Percent Over  

 Lake (In Pounds) 12 Inches Rating

 Altus Lugert 1.8 40 Excellent

 Birch 2 54 Excellent

 Canton 2.6 33 Above Average

 Copan 2.7 25 Excellent

 Ellsworth 1.6 25 Above Average

 Foss 2.1 47 Above Average

 Fort Gibson 2.7 32 Above Average

 Fort Supply 1.7 21 Average

 Hefner 1.8 49 Excellent

 Hugo 1.6 2 Above Average

 Kaw 2.8 32 Above Average

 Keystone 2.2 36 Excellent

 Murray 1.4 59 Excellent

 Overholser 2.2 65 Above Average

 Pine Creek 2.4 58 Above Average

 Ponca City 0.8 32 Above Average

 Sooner 1.1 32 Excellent

 Sportsman 2.7 40 Below Average

 Weleetka 1.3 100 Below Average

 Yahola 1.5 27 Above Average

2005 WHITE BASS: GILLNETTING

White Bass
It just wouldn’t be spring in Oklahoma if white 

bass didn’t head up streams and creeks en masse 

around the state. 

White bass, or sand bass as they are often called, 

can be found in most larger reservoirs and in late 

March and April, sandies migrate into upper-lake 

tributaries, often in very large numbers. 

This migration often triggers a migration of its own, 

with anglers f looding the banks of tributaries and 

feeder creeks at most major lakes. Jigs, spinners and 

minnows are top bait choices during these river runs. 

As spring turns to summer, white bass congregate in 

main-lake areas to chase schools of shad. Schools often 

can be located 

by watching 

for feeding gulls. Small 

topwater plugs, jigs and spin-

ners are good choices.

Take a Trip
Rising waters after a rain and water temperatures 

in the low 50’s are good signs that it’s time to grab a 

pole and friend and go fishing for white bass.

The spring spawning run of sand bass will begin 

first in the warmer southern half of the state. Southern 

Oklahoma anglers should find some good action at the 

upper Mountain Fork above Broken Bow Lake.

Anglers can keep up on where the hottest fishing 

is taking place through the Department’s fishing 

report available at www.wildlifedepartment.com/

fishrpt.htm.
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This migration often triggers a 
migration of its own, with anglers 
flooding the banks of tributaries and 
feeder creeks at most major lakes.

Broken Bow Lake

If you’re at the right 
place at the right 
time, there is nothing 
better than sand bass 
f ishing in the spring.
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Striped Bass and 
Striped Bass 
Hybrids

One is home to deep ocean waters and the other 

is a Frankenfish spawned in hatchery laboratories. 

Together the striped bass and hybrid striped bass 

combine for some of the most exciting, arm-strain-

ing fishing action to be found in Oklahoma.

The striper is a true bass native to the Atlantic 

Ocean and the hybrid striped bass is a cross between 

striped bass and the Oklahoma native white bass. 

Long, sleek and slender, they feed in schools and 

often travel long distances following shad, their 

main staple. 

In the spring, they congregate in the river arms of 

lakes, but they’re generally found in the main lake 

areas during summer and winter. In most lakes, look 

for stripers and hybrids, which feed in schools, by 

locating f locks of feeding seagulls.

When fishing lakes, productive baits include live 

shad, topwater plugs, slabs, spoons and jigs. Fishing 

for hybrids and stripers can also be good below dams. 

Anglers often use surf fishing tackle to cast heavy 

lures and line for long distances. Fishing is best dur-

ing periods of heavy f low.

For bank fishing, anglers should set up on lake 

areas that are exposed to wind and waves. Points and 

f lats are the obvious choices. Food carried by wind 

currents attracts plenty of stripers, not to mention 

bass and catfish.

Striped Bass Stocking, 2005
Striped bass were stocked in Kaw.

Hybrid Striped Bass Stocking, 2005
Hybrid striped bass were stocked in Altus Lugert, 

Birch, Canton, Carl Blackwell, Chambers, Ells-

worth, Foss, Ft. Cobb, Kaw, Konawa, Oologah, 

Overholser, Ponca City Lake, Sahoma, Skiatook, 

Sooner, Tom Steed and Waurika.

Hybrid Striped Bass Stocking, 2005
Hybrid striped bass were stocked in Grand, 

Hugo, Kaw, Oologah and Sahoma.

Take a Trip
Texoma Lake in south-central Oklahoma is known 

for many good fishing opportunities for species such 

as smallmouth bass, blue catfish and crappie, but it is 

most famous for one thing – striped bass. 

Located on the Red River along the Oklahoma and 

Texas border, Lake Texoma has earned a reputation 

as being one of the top striper lakes in 

the nation. Known for their outstanding 

fighting abilities, striped bass are long-lived and fast 

growing. Stripers are voracious predators with a diet 

consisting mainly of threadfin and gizzard shad.

Live bait is often the best bet, but good artificial 

baits to try include heavy spoons, slabs or bucktail 

jigs, or even topwater plugs early in the morning.

The waters of Texoma are home to over 100 guides 

that can take novice and experienced anglers alike out 

for a great day of fishing, many of which can be found 

at www.sixoldgeezers.com. The eclectic site offers fish-

ing reports, lodging and guide information, as well as a 

great variety of links that can provide all the informa-

tion needed for a trip to Texoma. Visitors can also log 

onto www.laketexoma.com to find information about 

the best restaurants, shopping, golf courses and other 

recreational activities available in the area.

  Big Fish Percent Over  

 Lake (In Pounds) 28 Inches Rating

 Keystone 8.9 0 Below Average

 Sooner 12 25 Average

2005 STRIPED BASS: GILLNETTING

  Big Fish Percent Over  

 Lake (In Pounds) 15 Inches Rating

 Altus Lugert 2.1 43 Average

 Birch 5.3 41 Excellent

 Canton 6.8 59 Excellent

 Copan 2.1 50 Below Average

 Foss 11 41 Excellent

 Hefner 7.4 42 Average

 Overholser 7.9 69 Above Average

 Ponca City 7.7 14 Above Average

 Sooner 3.5 36 Excellent

2005 HYBRID STRIPED BASS: GILLNETTING

Lake Texoma

Striped Bass
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Catfish

Whether you fish from the bank, from a boat or 

even with your bare hands – chances are there are good 

catfishing waters near you. Channel cats, blues and 

flatheads all offer anglers something slightly different.

Channel cats offer great tasting fillets and a willingness 

to bite just about anything, anytime. Bank fishing opportu-

nities for channels abound, and just about every lake, pond 

or river has an ample supply of these fork-tailed fish.

With blues and flatheads, there’s size and fighting 

power. In the case of flatheads, there also is a devout 

contingent of hand anglers – noodlers, as they’re called, 

who fish for f latheads with nothing but their bare 

hands. May and June are prime noodling months, when 

flatheads head for shallow-water cover to create, and 

guard, spawning nests.

Despite popular belief, catfish are not “bottom feed-

ers,” but highly specialized predators. They feed pri-

marily by taste and touch (with their whiskers), and 

they are especially active when warm weather coincides 

with rising water levels. Many anglers use worms, cray-

fish, prepared baits and cut shad for channel cats, but 

blues and flatheads, especially the big ones, prefer live 

bait. Trotliners prefer four- to six-inch sunfish, but rod 

and reel enthusiasts often opt for live shad.

Blue catfish are the most dependable quarry for 

anglers as they remain active, and thus catchable, 

throughout winter when fishing for other species 

With a head shaped like 

a shovel, it’s no wonder 

where f lathead catfish got 

their name. The bigger the 

f lathead, the bigger and 

livelier bait they prefer.

tapers off. Rain and runoff entering waterways stimu-

lates blues in the cold months as much as in the spring 

and fall. During summer, however, big blues suspend 

over deep, cool water and feed primarily at night.

Whatever type of catfish fits you best, there are a couple 

of things that are universal. They taste great and they all 

are easy to find in lakes, ponds and rivers across the state.

Blue Catfish Stocking, 2005
Blue catfish were stocked in Holdenville City 

and Konawa.

Channel Catfish Stocking, 2005
Channel catfish were stocked in Adair State Park, 

Adams, Altus City, American Horse, Avard City, 

Bartlesville-Lowe, Beaver State  Park, Black Kettle, Blue 

River, Bohkoma USFS, Boney Ridge USFS, Bonham 

Pond, Boswell State Park, Burtschi, C-48 USFS, Cam-

eron Pond, Carl Albert, Carlton, Carmen City, Carriage 

Hills, Chambers, Cherokee Nation. Cherokee WMA, 

Chilocco Indian Pond, Choctaw Park, Church, Clayton, 

Clearview City, Comanche City Pond, Connors Drug 

Ranch, Coon Creek, Crystal Beach Lake, Cushing H 

S Pond, Dahlgren, Dale Zachary, Deer Creek Pond, 

Dolese Park Pond, Durant Hatchery Aq. Ed. Ponds, 

Eagle Lake, Eagle Ridge Pond, Edwards Park Pond, Elk 

City Kids, Ellsworth, Elmer, Enid Gov’t Springs, Enid 

Meadow Lake, Enid NW Park, Falls Creek, Fletcher 

Pond, Ft Cobb, Ft. Gibson WMA, G. Horany, Gentry 

Creek Pond, Geronimo, Geronimo Kids, Great Plains 
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Vo-Tech, Greenleaf Pond, Guymon-Sunset, Hafer Park, 

Hall, Hartshorne City, Haskell City, Heavener City 

Park Pond, Helen, Heritage Park, Holdenville City, 

Honor Hgts. Park, Houston Pond, Hugo COE Pond, 

Hunter Park, Hunter Pool, Jap Beaver, Kelly Lane Park, 

Keystone St. Kids, Kids Lake North, Kids Lake South, 

Kirkpatrick Foundation, Kulli USFS, Lawtonka, Lex-

ington WMA, Liberty, Maple Park, MAPS  May 

Basin, MAPS Eastern Basin, MAPS Wetland Pond 

Penn, ,MAPS Wetland Pond Walker N, MAPS Wet-

land Pond Walker S, MAPS Wetland Pond Western, 

Miami School Pond, Midway USFS, Milton Huebsch 

Pond, Miner Twins, Minshall Park Pond, Mitch Park 

Pond, Moore Kids, Muldrow, Mulvey’s Pond, Mus-

tang Creek, Nanih Waiya, Nat’l. Falls State Park, New 

Spiro City, Nichols Park, Okemah City, Okmulgee, 

Okmulgee Kiddie #1, Okmulgee Kiddie #2, Otter Lake, 

Owen Park, Ozzie Cobb, Park Lane, Pawhuska Coun-

try Club, Pittsburg City, Ponca City Lake Pond, Porum. 

Raymond Gary, Route 66 Park Pond A, Route 66 Park 

Pond A, Route 66 Park Pond B, Route 66 Park Pond 

C, Sand Springs, Schooler, Senior Center Pond, Shale 

Pit Pond, Shawnee #1, Shawnee #2, Shawnee Clinic 

Pond, Skipout, Skyline, Soldier Creek, South Lake Park 

Pond East, South Lake Park Pond West, Spaulding, 

Spring Creek/Roger Mills, Standing Bear Pond, Stan-

ley Draper, State Vet Hosp, State Vet Pond/Leflore, 

Stigler Golf Course, Stork Lake, Sultan Park, Sutton 

Wilderness Area, Taft, Temple City, Tenkiller State 

Park, Tinker AFB, Tom Steed, Tucker Lake, United 

Methodist Childrens Home, Vian City, Vincent, Ward, 

Watonga, Wayne Wallace, Welsh Pond, Wetumka, 

Whitaker Park, Wildhorse Park, Will Rogers Boy Scout 

Camp, Willow Pond, Willow Springs, Wintersmith 

Park, Woodward Ag. Exp. Lake and Zoo Lake.

Take a Trip
Waurika Lake, located just over 10 miles south of 

the city of Duncan, has a growing reputation as the 

place to go to hook into a big blue cat. 

The blue cat population is maturing and produc-

ing more and more bruiser blues each year. Rod and 

reel anglers 

drifting cut 

bait over likely blue cat 

hide outs, such as channels 

or drop offs, could be in for 

a big fight. The 10,600-

acre reservoir is also home to 

healthy f lathead and channel catfish populations. 

Constructed by the U.S. Army Corp. of Engineers 

in 1977, the lake is nearly 11 miles long and encom-

passes over 80 miles of shoreline. Waurika also offers 

anglers opportunity to catch walleye, largemouth 

bass and crappie and striped bass hybrids.

For more information on Waurika Lake call (580) 

963-2111.

  Big Fish Percent Over  
 Lake (In Pounds) 22 Inches Rating
 Altus Lugert 3.3 4 Average
 Birch 2.8 0 Average
 Canton 8.3 7 Above Average
 Copan 1.8 0 Average
 Ellsworth 0.9 0 Below Average
 Foss 3.7 14 Above Average
 Fort Gibson 5.4 1 Above Average
 Fort Supply 1 0 Average
 Garrison Creek 5.2 20 Average
 Great Salt Plains 11 27 Above Average
 Healdton 4.3 2 Above Average
 Hefner 9.1 19 Above Average
 Hugo 4 4 Average
 Kaw 5.4 2 Average
 Keystone 3.3 0 Above Average
 Murray 13 26 Average
 Okemah 4 2 Above Average
 Overholser 5.5 10 Average
 Pine Creek 8.6 3 Above Average
 Ponca City 7 25 Above Average
 Prague 4.9 2 Above Average
 Sooner 1.4 0 Average
 Sportsman 2.9 0 Average
 Wetumka 3.6 0 Average
 Wewoka 1.5 0 Above Average
 Yahola 5.8 5 Above Average

2005 CHANNEL CATFISH: GILLNETTING

  Big Fish Percent Over  
 Lake (In Pounds) 26 Inches Rating
 Copan 4.4 0 Above Average
 Ellsworth 2.3 0 Average
 Fort Gibson 21 3 Average
 Hugo 9.4 2 Above Average
 Kaw 12 3 Above Average
 Keystone 6 0 Average
 Okemah 6.5 100 Below Average
 Overholser 4.4 0 Below Average
 Sooner 20 50 Above Average
 Sportsman 7.2 0 Below Average
 Wewoka 2 0 Average

2005 BLUE CATFISH: GILLNETTING

  Big Fish Percent Over  
 Lake (In Pounds) 20 Inches Rating
 Altus Lugert 3.4 100 Average
 Canton 2.3 0 Below Average
 Copan 7 50 Average
 Ellsworth 4.2 100 Above Average
 Fort Gibson 5.9 75 Above Average
 Healdton 2.8 0 Below Average
 Hefner 4.7 50 Above Average
 Hugo 2.9 100 Above Average
 Kaw 11 100 Above Average
 Keystone 8.2 87 Above Average
 Murray 6.2 50 Above Average
 Okemah 7.8 100 Average
 Overholser 6.9 100 Above Average
 Pine Creek 5.2 80 Above Average
 Ponca City 5.1 100 Above Average
 Prague 3.8 100 Average
 Sooner 5.2 67 Above Average
 Wewoka 5.7 75 Average

2005 FLATHEAD CATFISH: GILLNETTING

Waurika Lake
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  Big Fish Percent Over  
 Lake (In Pounds) 10 Inches Rating
 Arcadia 1.6 20 Above Average
 Hudson 1.9 75 Excellent
 Jean Neustadt 2.2 4 Above Average
 Pauls Valley 1.4 1 Average
 Thunderbird 2.1 15 Average
 Waurika 1.6 28 Average

2005 WHITE CRAPPIE: TRAPNETTING

  Big Fish Percent Over  
 Lake (In Pounds) 10 Inches Rating
 Fort Gibson 1.7 83 Excellent

2005 BLACK CRAPPIE: GILLNETTING
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Crappie can be caught 
year round, but the 
spring time offers the best 
opportunity for a bragging 
size stringer of f ish.



MARCH/APRIL 2006 31

W
Crappie

White and black crappie inhabit Oklahoma 

waters, but the white crappie is far more com-

mon and widely distributed. They look slightly 

different, but both are challenging to catch and, 

of course, both are excellent tablefare.

During mid-March to mid-Apri l, crappie 

move into shallow water to spawn. That’s when 

they are easiest to catch, and also when you have 

the best chances of catching big female “slab” 

crappie. The best thing about them is that you 

don’t need a lot of expensive equipment to enjoy 

superb f ishing. Whether you like to f ish from a 

boat or tube, wade f ish or f ish from the bank, 

March through May is the premier time to catch 

a lot of crappie.

Since crappie usually spawn in or near woody 

cover, the best f ishing will occur near timber. 

Live minnows are probably the most dependable 

bait, but many anglers use bare colored jigs, jigs 

tipped with tiny plastic grubs, or jigs tipped with 

live minnows.

Take a trip
There is an abundance of places to catch a 

stringer full of crappie. Here are a few spots to 

try on your next f ishing trip.

Kaw Lake near Ponca City is known for fast 

crappie action all year long. Standing timber near 

the Beaver Creek arm of the lake is a good place 

to catch a crappie worth bragging about.

  Big Fish Percent Over  
 Lake (In Pounds) 10 Inches Rating
 Altus Lugert 1.2 30 Average
 Birch 2 25 Excellent
 Canton 0.4 0 Average
 Copan 1.7 30 Above Average
 Ellsworth 0.9 20 Average
 Foss 0.5 50 Above Average
 Fort Gibson 1.7 71 Excellent
 Fort Supply 0.9 25 Above Average
 Healdton 0.2 0 Average
 Hefner 1 15 Average
 Hugo 2.2 70 Excellent
 Kaw 2.2 25 Above Average
 Keystone 1.5 7 Above Average
 Murray 0.5 33 Average
 Okemah 0.8 2 Above Average
 Overholser 1.2 20 Above Average
 Pine Creek 0.5 10 Average
 Ponca City 0.9 8 Above Average
 Prague 2.2 7 Average
 Sooner 1.1 56 Above Average
 Sportsman 0.2 0 Average
 Weleetka 0.2 0 Average
 Wetumka 0.3 0 Average
 Wewoka 2.5 1 Below Average
 Yahola 1.1 5 Average

2005 WHITE CRAPPIE: GILLNETTING

 Lake Location Phone Number
 Arcadia Spring Creek Park (405) 359-4570
 Chickasha Southeast Cove Near Dam (405) 453-7015
 Draper Points 4,6,19,23 (405) 755-4014
 Duncan Duncan Lake (580) 255-9397
  Clear Creek Lake (580) 255-3564
  Fuqua Lake (580) 444-2489
  Humphreys Lake (580) 658-6268
 Ellsworth Ralph’s Resort (580) 492-4763
 Eufaula Lake Eufaula Marina (918) 689-7337
 Ft. Gibson Sequoyah Bay Marina (918) 687-4073
  Paradise Cove Marina (918) 773-3270
 Grand Ballerina Pier 59 (918) 786-5357
  Blue Bluff Harbor (918) 786-5531
  Four Seasons Resort (918) 786-5512
  Ice Box Bluff Fishing  (918) 786-5065
  Long’s Resort (918) 786-2332
  Red Rock Resort (918) 786-2882
  Twin Bridges State Park (918) 542-3432
  Walnut Cove (918) 786-2105
 Greenleaf Greenleaf State Park (918) 487-5196
 Hefner Oklahoma City Boat Marina (405) 755-4014
  Fireman’s Neck (405) 755-4014
  Hefner Golf Course (405) 755-4014
 Hudson Hudson Lake Marina (918) 434-6099
 Keystone  Keyport Marina (918) 865-3131
  Pier 51 Marina (918) 865-2197
 Lake Murray Lake Murray State Park (580) 490-9191
 Oologah Red Bud Bay Marina (918) 341-5190
 Overholser Clear Creek Lake (405) 755-4014
 Ponca Spillway Cove (580) 767-0430
 Sahoma Boat Ramp (918) 227-5151
 Shawnee Twin Lake Headquarters (405) 273-0701
 Skiatook Crystal Bay Marina (918) 396-4240 Ext 202
 Tenkiller Burnt Cabin Marina (918) 487-5421
  Caney Ridge Marina (918) 457-4417
  Pettit Bay Marina (918) 457-5723
 Waurika  Waurika Marina (580) 963-3531

ENCLOSED FISHING DOCKS

Kaw Lake

The best thing 
about them is that 
you don’t need a 
lot of expensive 
equipment to enjoy 
superb fishing.


