
 
 

Oklahoma Bird Day Book – April 3, 1914  
(Published by John B. Doolin-State Game and Fish Warden).   

 

 
 

Introduction: 
By Rich Fuller, Sr. Information & Education Specialist, ODWC  

 
John B. Doolin-State Game Warden 1910-14, is credited as the author of the Oklahoma Bird Day Book. A 
native of Alva, Doolin began his career in the clothing business, but at age 21 began a life-long career in 
politics and public service. After assisting the unsuccessful gubernatorial campaign of Lee Cruce in 1907, 
Doolin again assisted Cruce’s second attempt in 1910 which he won. Thereafter Cruce appointed Doolin 
as State Game Warden. While in office, Doolin began an active campaign for the conservation of wildlife, 
particularly birds.  
 
On the last page of Doolin’s 1914 Report to the Governor entitled, Outdoor Oklahoma he explains that the 
Game and Fish Department wishes to give Oklahoma school children a greater appreciation for 
Oklahoma’s bird life through the establishment of the annual Governor’s  “Bird Day” proclaimed as the 
first Friday in April.  
 
In celebration of the “Bird Day” the Oklahoma Bird Day Book was published and distributed to school 
children across the state with the hope it would facilitate the establishment of Audubon Chapters within 
each school district.  



 
 
 

R.H. Wilson, State School Superintendent, and John B. Doolin  
pictured on page 6 of Oklahoma Bird Day Book 

 
 
What is interesting about the Bird Day Book is that it is primarily a collection of poetry and short stories 
related to birds. Apart from the bobwhite quail pictured on the outside cover, there are no other pictures of 
birds within the book, and very little information on how to identify certain birds by their appearance or 
calls. The poems and short stories were included to evoke more appreciation for birds by children; and 
judging from the content, it was probably the author’s intent that teachers read the text aloud to their 
students. The book also features a word-matching game (called a puzzle) that is designed to test children’s 
knowledge of terms related to birds.  
 
It’s unknown how successful or popular the first “Bird Day” was on April 3, 1914. Since 1952, however, 
the official “Bird Day” in Oklahoma has occurred annually on May 1st due to the passage of House Joint 
Resolution #21 on May 26th 1951. The same resolution is more popularly known for its other designation 
– the naming of the scissor-tailed flycatcher (Muscivora Forficata) as Oklahoma’s official State Bird.  
              
              

          

 

 










































































































