
BOBWHITE QUAIL 
Colinus virginianus 

Average length 10 inches. Average weight 6 ounces. General body covering above, reddish
brown and gray. Whitish below with narrow V-shaped barring. The eye stripe and throat in
the male are white, in the female, yellowish-buff. Tail feathers are slate-gray. Preferred habi-
tat is edge cover, where open fields meet woods or thickets. Diet of insects, various weed
seeds and some domestic grains. Breeds mid-May to early August. Usually 14 to 16 white
eggs are laid in a well-hollowed nest of dry grasses, straw, weed stalks and bark strips if
available. Nest usually located along overgrown fence row or in neglected corner of field.
Incubation period approximately 23 days. Young are precocious, able to leave nest and seek
food with parent birds as soon as down dries. Birds remain in group called "covey" except
during breeding season. When bedding down for the night, all the birds in a covey form a
tight circle with all heads falling outward. Range. Statewide. 

WILD TURKEY 
Meleagris gallopavo 

The Rio Grande subspecies (M. gallopavo intermedia) occurs in the central and western two-
thirds of the state, whereas the Eastern subspecies (M. gallopavo silvestris) inhabits the east-
ern one-third of the state. The Eastern is larger (15 to 27 pounds) than the Rio Grande (12to
20 pounds). Color generally an irridescent copper with sheens of reddish brown and green.
The head and upper neck are bare of feathers, covered instead by powder-blue skin from
which reddish or purplish wattles hang downward. Tail feathers are brown, barred with black
and are buffy at the tips. In addition, the adult male is marked by a pendant tuft of hairlike
feathers called the "beard" in the center of the breast. Diet consists of acorns, berries, insects
and some domestic crops such as peanuts and corn. Breeds late March to early June. Nest
consists of a hollow lined with grass and leaves, usually under shelter of a dense bush or log.
Hen lays 8-15 cream colored eggs spotted with reddish brown and lilac. Incubation period 4
weeks. 

RING-NECKED PHEASANT 
Phasianus colchicus 

Average length, including tail, 33 inches for males, 21 inches for females. Weight 1 1/2-3
pounds. The male has a green head with bare red eye patch and a white ring around the neck.
The russet breast is spotted with black, the back is variously hued with green, fawn and light
gold, and the bright gold tail is regularly barred with black. The hen is a drab bird compared to
her mate, her color being an overall light brown spotted with dark brown. Preferred habitat
agricultural areas typified by extensive fields of grain crops. Diet of wild and domestic grains,
insects and berries. Mating season June-August. Eight to 13 olive brown, occasionally pale
blue eggs are laid in a natural hollow in grass or a grain field. Incubation period 23-25 days.
Young are precocious and leave nest soon after hatching. Range: Panhandle counties and the
north-western and north central counties of Kay, Grant, Alfalfa, Woods, Woodward and
Harper. 

OKLAHOMA GAME BIRDS



GREATER PRAIRIE CHICKEN 
Tympanuchus cupido 

Average length 18 inches. Average weight 2 pounds. Body coloration pale yellowish brown
above to whitish below. Entire body strongly barred with dark brown to black markings. Tail of
male is black, that of female is barred. Yellow-orange air sacs, present on males only, are
located on each side of the neck and are inflated and deflated to produce the peculiar "boom-
ing" mating call. Preferred habitat prairie grasslands. Diet of grasshoppers, other insects,
leaves, buds and various seeds, some cultivated. Height of mating season in May, although
booming may begin as early as March. Mates April-June. The nest, a slight depression in open
country, is thinly lined with grass and a few feathers. It is usually sheltered by grass tufts or
bushes. The 7-17 olive buff eggs are spotted with brown in varying degrees. Incubation peri-
od approximately 24 days. Range: Ten northeastern counties in state. 

LESSER PRAIRIE CHICKEN 
Tympanuchus pallidicinctus 

Average length 16 inches Average weight 1 1/2 pounds. Entire body light buff shading to white
beneath. Heavily barred overall with light and dark brown markings. The lesser prairie chick-
en's overall coloration is paler than that of the greater prairie chicken. The inflatable air sacs
on either side of the neck in the male birds are pink. Preferred habitat sand sage and shinnery
oak regions of the plains. Diet of grasshoppers, various weed and domestic seeds and some
green leaves and buds. Mating season April-June. The nest usually consists of a slight depres-
sion thinly lined with grass and a few feathers, usually located in fairly open country, and shel-
tered by grass tufts or bushes. Seven to 17 olive buff eggs are less spotted than that of the
greater species. Incubation period approximately 24 days. Range: Roger Mills, Ellis,
Woodward and Beaver Counties. 

SCALED QUAIL 
Callipepla squamata 

Average length 11 inches. Average weight 6 1/2 ounces. Color above an even bluish-ash.
Below. light gray to whitish with scale-like markings on the breast and hindneck. Head crest-
ed with grayish brown. Tip of crest cottony white, hence the name "cottontop." Often called
"blue quail." Preferred habitat rocky barren plains or semi-desert country. Diet consists of
insects, weed seeds, some succulent green grasses and cultivated grains. Breeds mid-May to
early August. Eggs vary in color from white to buff and are spotted with brown. Incubation peri-
od approximately 23 days. Nest consists of a slight hollow scooped out of the sand beneath a
clump of weeds or grass or under a bush. Usually lined with a few leaves or coarse grasses.
Young leave nest when down dries. Range: Few in Harmon and Greer Counties: main popu-
lation in Cimarron County in far west panhandle of state. 

MOURNING DOVE
Zenaidura macroura

Average length 12 inches, including long pointed tail. Average weight 4 ounces. A streamlined
bird with plump body, small head and long, pointed tail having a brownish back flecked with
black spots and the breast is tan to light rose. The white edged tail feathers are plainly visible
when the bird spreads its tail, such as when it first takes flight. The feet and legs are light red
to light purple. Preferred habitat varies. Diet includes a variety of weed seeds, sunflower seeds
and various domestic grains such as sorghum and corn. Breeds late March-September. One
to three, usually two white eggs are laid in a flimsy, shallow nest of loosely woven twigs placed
in the fork or on a horizontal branch in the lower limbs of a tree or in a large bush. Incubation
period approximately 15 days. The blind and helpless young are fed "pigeon milk" from the bill
of the parents. Young leave the nest at 12-15 days. Range. Statewide. 



WOODCOCK 
Philohela minor 

Average length 11 inches. Average weight 6 1/2 ounces. Plump-bodied birds, woodcock are
cinnamon-brown with black bars on the back. The knob-like head, long, pointed bill and large
eyes are distinctive. Preferred habitat thickets of alder and switch cane along creek and river
bottoms. Diet consists mainly of earthworms, but they also eat insect larvae, beetles, seeds
and berries. Nocturnal in feeding habits, woodcock prefer to spend daylight hours in seclusion
in shaded thickets. When flushed, the short, rounded wings make a whistling sound. Mates in
early spring. Eggs number 3-4 and are buffy to grayish-white. They are irregularly and thickly
spotted with pale reddish brown. Range: Eastern 1/2 of state; most heavily concentrated in
extreme southeast. 


