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ODWC appreciates your help in managing paddlefish for today and tomorrow.
Here are some ways you can help...

Get a paddlefish permit - You must have a permit to fish for paddlefish!

The paddlefish permit is a vital part of ODWC's paddlefish management. ODWC
uses the contact information on the permit in surveys and studies to determine
angler motivations and angler satisfaction. When ODWC knows the interests
and needs of anglers like you, it can try to meet them in current and future
fishery regulations.

Any paddlefish legally caught and kept by an angler must be immediately
tagged with the angler’s paddlefish permit numberand the date/time of harvest
must be recorded in the Record of Game area on the angler’s paddlefish permit.
There are many ways in which this can be done, but the PRC recommends the
use of grey duct tape and a permanent marker. Wrap duct tape around the bill
several times and write the entire paddlefish permit number on the tape legibly
with the permanent marker. If one group has multiple fish, it also helps to have
the angler’s name written legibly on the tag.

Paddlefish must be legally tagged in order for the PRC to accept them. The angler’s paddlefish permit
number is required to be affixed to the paddlefish upon harvest, the name is optional but helpful in
quickly identifying the owner of a fish.

Please know the regulations.

The regulations, including area closures (Spring River) and the annual bag limit
are designed to make paddlefishing more sustainable and pleasant for all.
Regulations in Oklahoma are simpler and more liberal than in most states but
you still need to know them. ODWC personnel will also be happy to help if
asked! Know the regulations before you fish. Don't let an accidental violation,
citation and a fine spoil a great fishing trip!

Please consider bringing your paddlefish to the PRC to be cleaned.

Fish voluntarily brought to the PRC by participating anglers like you have been
the most valuable source of data for sustainably managing Oklahoma'’s Grand
Lake paddlefish. Since the PRC opened in 2008, more than 20,000 fish have
been cleaned, filleted, and packaged for successful anglers. Each fish has also
been weighed, measured, its sex determined, its age determined from annual
rings on its jawbone, and its condition assessed from the amount of fat it carries.
This information has allowed ODWC to effectively monitor the fish population.

Please help to guarantee the future of Oklahoma paddlefishing by either
bringing your catch directly to the PRC or checking your fish in with ODWC boat
shuttles on Grand Lake and the Neosho River. The shuttles will deliver the fish
to the PRC for you and you can pick them up later and also get information on
their weight. The PRC s also a great place to meet other anglers, get your catch
weighed, and get helpful fishing information from ODWC staff while your fish
is being cleaned. Even if you want to clean your own fish, we will be happy to
weigh and measure your fish at the PRC and provide you with information on it.

Remember that for health code reasons, paddlefish you keep must be alive
for them to be cleaned at the PRC. To ensure this, anglers should handle the
fish with care to reduce stress or injury to the fish. Anglers who hang their fish
over the side of the boat should do so with care (as pictured below) to ensure
the fish faces the opposite direction of boat travel (at no-wake speeds only). For
ideal care of your fish, please call us for a pick up at (918) 542-9422 or get the
attention of our ODWC boat shuttle operators to check in your fish without
leaving the river.
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Please leave that jaw band/tag on!

If you catch a jaw-banded paddlefish and decide to release it, please leave the
band on the fish. If you decide to harvest the fish, please leave the band on the
fish until after you bring it or have it brought to the PRC. ODWC will record the
band information and return the band to you.

Each year, ODWC nets paddlefish in Grand Lake and tags fish with metal jaw
bands, each band with its own unique number. The bands are then recovered as
fish are harvested and continue to provide ODWC with valuable management
information. It is important that bands be left on the fish if the fish is released.
If the tag is accidentally removed, please report it to ODWC at the PRC or online
at www.PaddlefishBands.com.

Please practice proper handling and catch and release methods on your
paddlefish.

Paddlefish that you do not intend to keep must be immediately released back
into the water.

Proper handling of paddlefish that you do not intend to keep is important for
fish survival in catch and release fishing. Here are important tips for properly
handling a paddlefish that you do not intend to keep:

» When you land or boat a paddlefish, try to handle it by its paddle
and/or just in front of the tail, making sure to avoid the hook. Have
your fishing companion help you if it is a heavy fish. Please do not
handle fish by the mouth, jaw, or gills if you even think you might

release it, as that is very damaging to the fish’s chances of survival.

- Do not keep the fish out of the water longer than you can hold your
breath.

- Gently place the paddlefish back in the water when releasing it, making
sure the fish is right-side up and swims away on its own.

Improper handling of paddlefish can cause additional stress on the fish, and either
result in its death or inability to properly reproduce. The key is to reduce handling
of the fish and get it back in the water as quickly as possible. With good catch and
release practices, the fish you release this year may be the one you keep a few
years later!

Ashley Nealis

Fisheries Technician Brad Johnston shows the proper way to hold a paddlefish.

Jennifer Parkep

Daniel Griffith
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Don'’t forget to report
your harvest @
wildlifedepartment.com

Jennifer Parker
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ATTENTION

ANGLERS

Paddlefish brought to the
Research Center must
be alive in order to be
processed. Dead fish
cannot be accepted!
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WHERE TO GET A LICENSE

A fishing license and free paddlefish permit are all that is required
of anyone who plans to paddlefish in Oklahoma. On the map
are the locations of local license dealers indicated by a green
numbered dot. Contact information for these dealers is also listed
to the right. You may obtain your fishing license and paddlefish
permit online at wildlifedepartment.com. Be sure to get a copy
of the Oklahoma Fishing Guide for information regarding license
exemptions.

LICENSE DEALER NAME J LOCATION PHONE #

#
b WAL-MART Miami, OK (918) 542-1274

WYANDOTTETRIBE TURTLE STOP Wyandotte, OK (918) 678-2877

9 LITTLEFIELDS SPORTING GOODS Afton, OK (918) 257-4027

Anglers can visit our website to access the Oklahoma Fishing Guide,
Wildlife Department news, purchase a fishing license, obtain a free

paddlefish permit and the online E-Check system...

http://www-wildlifedepartment.com

#~ BOAT REPAIR CONTACTS A\,

A list of boat repair contacts and addresses have been provided
should you be in the area and in need of a boat repair service. This
is not a complete list, but a selection of some of service locations
closest to the PRC.

BUSINESS & LOCATION PHONE #

Big John's Trolling Motor Repair _
26505 S Highway 125, Afton, OK (918) 257-8385

Island Service Center
28710 South 561 Road, Afton, OK (918) 257-4164

Performance Marine .
30383 Oklahoma 85, Afton, 0K (918) 782-9976

Honey Creek Landing Boat Repair g
2530 South Main Street, Grove, 0K (918) 787-9990

Grove Marine Inc.
9121 Highway 59N, Grove, OK (918) 786-2219

Good Watercraft Repair
10698 Highway 59 N, Grove, OK (918) 786-2353

Frankie’s Marine Repair )
248715655 Rd, Grove, OK YA

Gene’s Marine & Salvage :
258015 655 Rd, Grove, OK I

Grand Lake Prop Shop :
8411 Highway 59 N, Grove, OK CE S

Barker’s Edgewater Marina )
1513 98th Street Northwest, Grove, OK (918) 786-2885

Nichols Marine - Monkey Island _
26600 S Highway 125, Monkey Island, OK I 2 e

Boat break down on the water? Contact:
Grand Lake Towing, LLC - (918) 782-8600



