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· In Oklahoma, 1 in 4 people hunt or fish. 


--(2001 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting and Wildlife-Associated Recreation)
· In Oklahoma, 1 in 3 people watch wildlife.


--(2001 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting and Wildlife-Associated Recreation)
· 80% of all people who watch wildlife, watch birds. 

--(American Birding Association)

· Anglers (fishermen/women) outnumber golfers nearly 2 to 1. 

             AND - Women make up 33% of freshwater anglers.
-- (American Sportfishing Association & the National Marine Manufacturers Association)

· More than 82 million Americans enjoy outdoor recreation through hunting, fishing, watching birds and other wildlife, and taking pictures of wildlife.
--(2001 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting and Wildlife-Associated Recreation)

· Nationally, more people participate in outdoor recreation than the combined total of those who own a pet, plant a garden, or attend professional sporting events.


--(Sporting Goods Manufacturing Association)
· More people photograph wildlife than play golf. 

--(Sporting Goods Manufacturing Association)

· 86.8 million adults took a trip to a small town in American within the past 3 years


--(special Travel Poll, TIA, 2001)

· Out of the Top 10 Activities for Domestic Travel – OUTDOOR RECREATION ranked #2 

--(special Travel Poll, TIA, 2001)

· Wildlife-related expenditures in Oklahoma total $801 million annually. That’s more than twice the cash receipts from the state’s wheat crop, which is $344 million annually. 

--(2001 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting and Wildlife-Associated Recreation) 
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· Oklahoma ranks at the top of all states when it comes to diversity of plant and animal life.


--(Oklahoma Wildlife Action Plan, Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation)

· The Selman Bat Cave in northwest Oklahoma is a summer home to more than one million Mexican free-tailed bats. The bats eat 10 tons of insects every night.

--(Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation)

· Oklahoma has more than 800 different species of wildlife – and that number doesn’t include invertebrates like butterflies, crayfish and centipedes – of which there are thousands of different species.


--(Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation)
· Oklahoma has 22 endangered or threatened wildlife species, 124 species that are fished or hunted, 250 rare or declining species, and another 400 common wildlife species. 


--(Oklahoma Wildlife Action Plan, Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation)

· Who owns wildlife? We all do. Like air and water, wildlife is a public trust resource. 


--(Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation)
· Who is responsible for Oklahoma’s wildlife? The Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation has primary responsibility to maintain healthy wildlife populations for future generations of Oklahomans. 

It’s a big job, and it’s not done alone. The Wildlife Department works with other organizations and Oklahoma’s private landowners. 


--(Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation)
· How is wildlife conservation funded? The Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation receives no state tax appropriations. Conservation is funded through the sale of hunting and fishing licenses, citizen donations, state partnerships and federal programs. 


--(Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation)
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