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Osage County Ranch Recognized

for Conservation Efforts

When a large-tract
landowner like Bluestem
Ranch in Osage County
gets serious about con-
servation, the effects
can be positive not only
for the ranch property,
but also on surround-
ing lands. And the
benefits are even more
far-reaching when
landowners and man-
agers share their con-
servation heritage with

their communities.
The 43,000-acre Bluestem Ranch in Osage County

Bluestem Ranch has recently received the Wildlife Department’s Oklahoma
done both, and quail Landowner of the Year Award for its conservation
efforts. Bluestem Ranch is a working ranch that
concentrates primarily on bison production, but it has
adopted certain non~traditional ranching practices
servation measures. that benefit wildlife.

are a major beneficiary
of the operation’s con-

By limiting its use of
herbicides, Bluestem Ranch has restored brushy native prairie
beneficial to quail and has maintained a high diversity of wildlife
food sources. Other non-traditional ranching practices include
efforts such as patch-burn-graze efforts, eliminating fencing and
increasing pasture size.

Comprised of about 43,000 acres of cross timbers and tall
grass prairie, Bluestem Ranch is a working ranch that concen-
trates primarily on bison production, but because of its wildlife
conservation practices, the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife
Conservation presented the ranch with its 2011 Landowner of
the year Award.

The bobwhite quail isn’t the only species to benefit from con-
servation at Bluestem Ranch. The ranch also has established
waterfowl habitat by building a wetland area and seeding shore-
lines for waterfowl food production. Four ponds on the ranch
have been constructed and stocked with fish and two previously
existing ponds have been reclaimed and stocked with fish as well.
Additionally, the ranch has established food plots, participated
in the Wildlife Department’s Deer Management Assistance
Program and has held youth deer hunts and supported youth
trapping activity on the property.

More than 100 youth have participated in the two-and-a-half-
day deer hunts held on the area, where a bison burger lunch is
provided to participants. The ranch also donates bison meat to the
Wildlife Department’s Taste of the Wild booth at the Oklahoma
Wildlife Expo, where thousands of Oklahomans can sample wild
game while enjoying a range of hands-on outdoor learning oppor-
tunities. The Expo is held the last weekend of September at the
Lazy E Arena just north of Oklahoma City. Admission is free.

Bluestem Ranch is owned by media mogul and well-known
conservationist Ted Turner, while ranch manager John Hurd and
his staff oversee management and day-to-day operations.

New Association to Help Simplify
Prescribed Burning for Landowners

A new association has been formed to provide landowners
and state prescribed burn associations with an organization
that can assist them with liability insurance, finding fund-
ing for equipment and training, and a voice for prescribed
burning throughout the state.

The Oklahoma Prescribed Burn Association (OPBA)
was formed through a three-year Conoco-Phillips challenge
grant from the Playa Lakes Joint Venture through the High
Plains Resource and Conservation District. Ron Voth is
the executive director of this first of its kind organization
to assist landowners with all aspects of prescribed burning.

Prescribed burning is a useful and important habitat
management tool employed to remove accumulated litter,
encourage new vegetative growth and to control excessive
invasion of brush and woody cover. Native rangelands that
are burned periodically have a wider diversity of plants that
are beneficial to wildlife than unburned prairies. Wildlife
such as quail benefit from burns because they increase
mobility by removing ground level clutter, attract greater
density and diversity of insects used by quail chicks as food
and increase the ability of birds to feed on those insects.

The primary goal of the OPBA is to become the umbrella
organization for landowners and local prescribed burn associa-
tions to receive reasonably priced liability insurance for conduct-
ing prescribed burns. Through the OPBA, the insurance will
be available to burn association members at an affordable rate.
The insurance covers escaped fires, suppression costs, injury to
people assisting with the burn, and problems caused by smoke.
A five-member board of directors has been formed to assist with
the development of this organization. Members include Alva
Gregory, Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation;
Darrel Dominick, Oklahoma Conservation Commission; Paul
Clark, Natural Resource Conservation Service; Karsen Davis,
Roger Mills Prescribed Burn Association; and John Weir,
NREM, Oklahoma State University.

There will be a minimal annual fee, and a charge for each
burn the landowner would like to have insured. There will be
some requirements for each burn, which are currently being
developed by the association and the insurance company.

The OPBA recently conducted a survey of landowners
throughout the state to get information on the number of land-
owners that would be interested in joining a prescribed burn
association and if they are interested in the liability insurance.
According to Ron Voth, director of OPBA, the survey response
shows overwhelming support and interest, and he said the OPBA
expects to be up and running in 2012. For more information,
contact Voth at (405) 615-3130, or John Weir (Natural Resource
Ecology and Management, OSU) at john:weir@okstate.edu.




OKLAHOMA GAME WARDENS
Law Enforcement Headquarters: (405) 521-3719 (Monday — Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.)

DISTRICT CHIEFS
District 1 Jeff Brown, Nowata . ....... (918) 331-5078
District 2 Joe Adair, Tahlequah . ...... (918) 431-2543

District 3 Mike Virgin, Broken Bow . ... (580) 513-2305
District 4 Jimmie Henthorn, Kingston . . (580) 320-2955
District 5 James Champeau, Crescent. . (405) 850-8701
District 6 Rick Cagle, Kingfisher .. .... (405) 368-0888
District 7 Thor Carlson, Oakwood . . ... (580) 623-0191
District 8 Tracy Daniel, Ponca City. . . . . (580) 304-6034

ADAIR / Dist 2

Jared Cramer, Stilwell . ............. (918) 431-2546

Cody Youngblood, Stilwell ........... (918) 431-2539
ALFALFA / Dist 8

Ben Bickerstaff, Cherokee........... (580) 541-0820
ATOKA / Dist 3

**Joe Young, Atoka . ............... (580) 513-4823

Larry Luman, Atoka................ (580) 513-0081
BEAVER / Dist 8

Mike Baker, Beaver ................ (580) 651-9135
BECKHAM / Dist 7

Harry Steele, EIk City. .............. (580) 799-3950
BLAINE / Dist 6

**Mark Walker, Watonga . . .......... (580) 623-0206
BRYAN / Dist 4

Bob Wingo, Durant................. (580) 320-2956

Jay Harvey, Bennington ............ (580) 513-0814

Danny Clubb, Durant . ............... (580)320-2957
CADDO / Dist 6

Tyler Howser, Anadarko. ............ (405) 590-5696

**James Edwards Jr, Lookeba. . ... ... (405) 850-1960
CANADIAN / Dist 5/6

Joey Rushing, Yukon . .............. (405) 343-5489

Ron Comer, Calumet ............... (405) 850-2127
CARTER / Dist 5

Jeremy Brothers, Lone Grove ........ (580) 220-7264
CHEROKEE / Dist 2

Brady May, Tahlequah ............... (918) 431-2552

Anthony Clark, Tahlequah ........... (918) 431-2562
CHOCTAW / Dist 3

Wendell Smalling, Hugo ............ (580) 317-5000

Jay Harvey, Bennington............. (580) 513-0814
CIMARRON / Dist 8

Rusty Menefee, Boise City .......... (580) 651-9133
CLEVELAND / Dist 5

**Tony Woodruff, Lexington. ......... (405) 850-9757

Chad Strang, Moore. ............... (405) 323-7863
COAL / Dist 4

Todd Smith, Coalgate. .............. (580) 927-5071
COMANCHE / Dist 6

Mike Carroll, Lawton . .............. (580) 695-7535
COTTON / Dist 6

Vince Mesis, Walters .. ............. (580) 512-4706
CRAIG / Dist 1

Marni Loftis, Vinita ................ (918) 244-2035
CREEK / Dist 4

Dwight Luther, Bristow ............. (918) 625-6363

Karlin Bailey, Sapulpa .............. (918) 625-6801
CUSTER / Dist 7

Gary Roller, Clinton ................. (580)695-3642
DELAWARE / Dist 1

Kody Moore, Colcord . .............. (918) 857-8597

Jim Littlefield, Afton ............... (918) 533-2678
DEWEY / Dist 7

Clint Carpenter, Putnam ............ (580) 623-3255
ELLIS / Dist 7

**Bryan Wilkerson, Shattuck. ........ (580) 334-0480
GARFIELD / Dist 8

David Foltz, Garber ................ (580) 541-0819

GARVIN / Dist 5

David Steele, Wynnewood . . ......... (405) 238-1785
GRADY / Dist 6

Mark Murray, Rush Springs.......... (405) 779-1479
GRANT / Dist 8

Marshall Reigh, Medford .. ........... (580)541-0930

David Rempe, Tonkawa . ............ (580) 541-6087
GREER / Dist 7

Brandon Lehrman, Granite........... (580) 450-7706
HARMON / Dist 7

Emily Eastwood, Hollis. ............. (580) 450-7701
HARPER / Dist 8

Blake Cottrill, Buffalo. ............... (580)727-5048
HASKELL / Dist 2

Leland Sockey, Stigler.............. (918) 429-3123

Allen Couch, Stigler . . .............. (918) 429-3122
HUGHES / Dist 4

** Tom Cartwright, Holdenville .. ... .. (405) 380-6729
JACKSON / Dist 7

Greg Sexton, Altus. ................ (580) 450-7702
JEFFERSON / Dist 6

Phillip Cottrill, Ryan . ............... (580) 313-0451
JOHNSTON / Dist 4

Curtis Latham, Tishomingo .......... (580) 320-2948

Bud Cramer, Jr, Tishomingo ......... (580) 320-2950
KAY / Dist 8

David Rempe, Tonkawa ............. (580) 541-6087

Spencer Grace, Ponca City .......... (580) 761-6565
KINGFISHER / Dist 6

Blake Pearson, Okarche............. (405) 368-0887
KIOWA / Dist 7

David Smith, Hobart. ............... (580) 450-7703
LATIMER / Dist 3

Shane Fields, McAlester ............ (918) 470-5097

Dane Polk, Clayton ................ (580) 271-0808

James Williams, Fanshawe . .......... (918) 471-9447
LEFLORE / Dist 3

Thomas Gillham, Poteau ............ (918) 429-3910

Randy Fennell, Howe . .............. (918) 431-2559

James Williams, Fanshawe . .......... (918) 471-9447
LINCOLN / Dist 5

Gary Emmons, Chandler ............ (405) 240-1870
LOGAN / Dist 5

Wade Farrar, Cashion. .............. (405) 850-9607
LOVE / Dist 5

Bob Mullinax, Marietta. . ............ (580) 276-7193
McCLAIN / Dist 5

Brian Meskimen, Purcell ............ (405) 278-1755
McCURTAIN / Dist 3

Dru Polk, Smithville . ............... (580) 513-6866

Kenny Lawson, Idabel .............. (580) 513-4963

Mark Hannah, Eagletown. ........... (580) 513-4651
McINTOSH / Dist 2

**Mike Stafford, Eufaula . ............ (918) 617-0326

Ed Rodebush, Eufaula . .............. (918) 617-0126

David Robertson, Henryetta. ......... (918) 625-5971
MAJOR / Dist 8

**Frank Huebert, Fairview........... (580) 227-0393
MARSHALL / Dist 4

Linda Powell, Madill. . . ............. (580) 320-2951

Brandon Brown, Madill. . ............. (580)320-2959
MAYES / Dist 1

Monte Reid, Locust Grove . .......... (918) 373-0767

Steve Loveland, Pryor .............. (918) 857-4802
MURRAY / Dist 5

Casey Young, Sulphur .............. (580) 618-0044
MUSKOGEE / Dist 2

Marvin Stanley, Wagoner............. (918)625-5085

Lark Wilson, Porum ................ (918) 625-4873

**Gary Wilcox, Ft Gibson . ........... (918) 625-4691

NOBLE / Dist 8

Doug Gottschalk, Perry ............. (580) 370-0700
NOWATA / Dist 1

Jim Gillham, Delaware. .............. (918)440-0029
OKFUSKEE / Dist 4

**Nathan Erdman, Boley ............ (580) 320-2949
OKLAHOMA / Dist 5

Joey Rushing, Yukon . .............. (405) 343-5489

Chance Whiteley, Luther ............ (405) 203-3176

Tim Campbell, Spencer ............. (405) 203-3178
OKMULGEE / Dist 2

David Robertson, Henryetta. ......... (918) 625-5971

Patrick Matlock, Henryetta .......... (918) 625-6013
OSAGE / Dist 1

Joe Alexander, Bartlesville. . .......... (918)331-5798

Paul Welch, Skiatook . .............. (918) 381-4099

David Clay, Hominy ................ (918) 440-9880

Larry Green, Ponca City............. (580) 761-4097
OTTAWA / Dist 1

Jason Adair, Miami ................ (918) 533-2679
PAWNEE / Dist 1

**Jamie Cole, Cleveland. ............ (918) 645-6116
PAYNE / Dist 5

**Jon Cunningham, Stillwater ......... (405)747-0505
PITTSBURG / Dist 3

**Todd Tobey, McAlester............ (918) 429-3908

Shane Fields, McAlester ............ (918) 470-5097
PONTOTOC / Dist 4

Dale Stites, Stratford .............. (580) 399-9289
POTTAWATOMIE / Dist 5

Mike France, Shawnee. ............. (405) 850-8546
PUSHMATAHA / Dist 3

Dane Polk, Clayton. ................ (580) 271-0808

Eric Barnes, Antlers. ............... (580) 513-5014
ROGER MILLS / Dist 7

**Loren Damron, Cheyenne.......... (580) 497-6897
ROGERS / Dist 1

Steve Loveland, Pryor .............. (918) 857-4802

**Brek Henry, Claremore . ........... (918) 857-8563
SEMINOLE / Dist 4

Daryl Howser, Earlsboro ............ (405) 380-8995
SEQUOYAH / Dist 2

Jerry Henry, Sallisaw. . ............. (918) 431-2544

Jeremy Bersche, Roland ............ (918) 431-2550
STEPHENS / Dist 6

Jerrod Davis, Duncan. .............. (580) 512-4704
TEXAS / Dist 8

Max Crocker, Guymon . ............. (580) 651-9134
TILLMAN / Dist 7

Ted Hasty, Hollister ................ (580) 305-1484
TULSA / Dist 1

Travis Garrett, Owasso ............. (918) 640-0316

Carlos Gomez, Jenks . .............. (918) 857-5557
WAGONER / Dist 2

Marvin Stanley, Wagoner............ (918) 625-5085

Ben Haff, Wagoner................. (918) 625-5796
WASHINGTON / Dist 1

Joe Alexander, Bartlesville. . .......... (918)331-5798
WASHITA/Dist 7

Jeff Headrick, Burns Flat............ (580) 515-4484
WOO0DS / Dist 8

Terry Swallow,Alva................ (580) 430-5158
WOODWARD / Dist 8

**Mark Reichenberger, Woodward . . . .. (580)334-0353

** Designates Lieutenant

If you can’t reach your local game warden and have an emergency or see someone committing a
violation, call a game warden in an adjoining county, or your local sheriff’s office.

Operation Game Thief: (800) 522-8039



ooking back on a year of successful hunt-

ing and fishing, I can see that our favorite

outdoor pursuits just keep getting better

and better in Oklahoma, with opportuni-
ties expanding regularly in our great state. And with
the rest of the year still to go, we still have some of
the best hunting to look forward to as we move into
November and December.

Hunting opportunities for deer, turkey, waterfowl,
pheasant, quail, rabbit, squirrel and predator hunting
are still to come before this hunting season wraps up,
and then it’s on to daydreaming about spring turkey
hunting and fishing.

Oklahomans enjoyed their third black bear season
and another open antelope archery season this year,
and deer hunters have already harvested a number
of deer during archery and muzzleloader seasons.

We've also made it easier for people to break into
the sport of hunting by getting an apprentice des-
ignated hunting license between the ages of eight
and 30, whereas last year you had to be between
the ages of 10 and 35. Additionally, the age required
to be an accompanying hunter for someone with
an apprentice license or someone hunting during
a youth season has been lowered from 21 down to
18. And we've improved safety by requiring that any
hunter under 10 years old, whether or not they've
completed a hunter education course, be accompa-
nied by an adult hunter.

These are all things that contribute to making

hunting and fishing better. And as we approach

the climax of our seasons before winding down for
another year, | hope you'll get out there and enjoy all
of the opportunities available to you. Take a young-
ster squirrel hunting, hunt birds with a trusty dog,
and hunt the opening day of deer gun season, when
more people head to the woods than any other day
of the year.

While [ hope to encourage you to get out there
and hunt this year, I also want to say thanks to all of
you, the sportsmen and wildlife enthusiasts of the
state, for your participation in conservation this past
year. You undoubtedly have many great stories to
look back on in 2011 as well as much to look ahead
to as we approach yet another deer gun season as
well as a new year. [ want to remind you to prep up
for the upcoming deer gun season and other remain-
ing hunting opportunities, and make sure you share
your interest in the outdoors with someone else. Get
out and enjoy the hunting seasons with friends, and
then enjoy the bounty of your harvest with those who
surround you.

After that, renew your hunting and fishing licenses

for 2012 and be ready to do it all over again!

Sincerely,

Jph (. putpas

Nels Rodefeld
Editor
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On the Cover

In this issue we feature our 2012
Landowner Calendar, with stunning
photography and tips for managing
your property for wildlife.

—Photo by Tim Carr

Off the Beaten Path

Female Hunters

She also made state history.
—By Theresa Hendrix

2012 Winter Bird Feeder
See how you can become a “itiz
winter from the comfort of
—By Rachel Bradley

Watchable Wildlife
The Coyote

—By Kelly Adams

22
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New wildlife license plates available now; sevénth 4 ,r
annual Wildlife Expo a success; third black bear
season opens and closes in one weekend.

Trophy Buck Puts Spotlight on

She had one day to hunt, and she made it count.

Follow the Wildlife Department on Facebook and Twitter.

@ facebook.com/wildlifedepartment
(8 eoxwirdiireept
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B30T RT3 WITH A NEW WILDLIFE PLATE

Oklahomans are enthusiastic about wildlife,
even showcasing their love of the outdoors
with a specialty license plate from the Okla-
homa Department of Wildlife Conservation.
And now drivers will have even more wildlife
specialty plates to choose from with the intro-
duction of plates featuring the Texas horned
lizard, mallard duck, and striped bass.

Even while recent reports from the Oklahoma
Tax Commission show a decrease in the sale of
the state’s 241 specific specialty tags, wildlife
plates still lead the way as the most popular spe-
cialty tags sold during the 2011 fiscal year, exclud-
ing physically disabled or university tags. The
best part, according to Rachel Bradley with
the Wildlife Department, is that funds from the
plates are used by the Department to help fund
much needed wildlife conservation projects.

“Few realize the Department does not
receive tax appropriations, so we truly rely
on wildlife enthusiasts to help us support
Oklahoma’s wildlife and are grateful for all of
their contributions,” said Bradley, who is the
wildlife diversity information specialist for the
Wildlife Department. “The funds generated by
the Wildlife Department’s specialty plates are
essential for keeping Oklahoma’s wildlife and
wild places healthy.”

The three new plates join six other wildlife
plates currently available at local tag agen-
cies featuring the whitetail deer, scissor-tailed
flycatcher, largemouth bass, bobwhite quail,
wild turkey, and rainbow trout. Order a pre-
numbered or personalized tag for $38.

Alarge portion of proceeds that go to the Wild-
life Department are designated for the agency’s
Wildlife Diversity Fund, which supports conser-
vation of Oklahoma’s wildlife that are not hunt-
ed or fished through promotion of education,
research, habitat conservation and other various
means to maintain healthy populations.

To order a new wildlife conservation license
plate, visit a local tag agency or the Oklahoma Tax

ree new wildlife specialty license plates featuring the Texas horned lizard, mallard
duck, and striped bass are available to drivers in addition to plates featuring the whitetail
deer, scissor-tailed flycatcher, largemouth bass, bobwhite quail, wild turkey, and rainbow
Commission’s website at tax.ok.gov for an applica-  trout. Order a pre-numbered or personalized tag for $38 by visiting a local tag agency or
tion form. ==X the Oklahoma Tax Commission’s website at tax.ok.gov for an application form.
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RECORD CROWDS

The popular Oklahoma Wildlife Expo held each year by the
Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation once again
drew record crowds Sept. 23-25 with an estimated attendance
of more than 59,000 visitors. Last year’s record crowds were
estimated at just over 51,000.

In addition to record crowds, on site surveys of Expo visitors
showed that nearly half of visitors surveyed were visiting the
event for the first time, about half tried an activity they had
never done before, and the vast majority of those surveyed gave
high rankings for their overall experience at the Expo.

Held at the Lazy E Arena, just north of Oklahoma City, the
free Oklahoma Wildlife Expo is hosted by the Wildlife Depart-
ment in partnership with a range of organizations, other state
agencies, individuals and outdoor-related companies to gener-
ate an interest in the outdoors and conservation. That mission

is accomplished through hands-on education and learning
opportunities in which visitors can try everything from shoot-
ing a shotgun to petting an alligator.

Kayaking in a pond built into the floor of the Lazy E Arena,
catching a fish from a stocked pond, or riding a mountain bike
onadirt trail are all part of the experience of the Wildlife Expo.

Additionally, visitors can shoot archery, sample wild game
meat, test-drive an ATV, see wildlife firsthand, watch hunting
dog demonstrations and even win prizes such as a John Deere
Gator off-road utility vehicle. Everything from birdwatching
and birdhouse building to seminars on how to pack a mule for
a hunting trip is included at the Expo, and it is all free of charge.

The 2012 Expo is already slated for Sept. 29-30, 2012 at the
Lazy E Arena, just north of Oklahoma City. To learn more
about the Wildlife Expo, log on to wildlifedepartment.com. - X

THIRD BLACK BEAR [ 9.51]W.
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Oklahoma’s third black bear
archery season opened Oct. 1
and closed the next day after
the season quota of 20 bears
was reached.

The season was open in
Latimer, LeFlore, Pushmataha
and McCurtain counties, and
hunters harvested a total of 31
bears with archery equipment.
Last year hunters harvested 32
bears on opening day, and in
2009 hunters harvested only 19
bears over the course of 28 days.

According to Joe Hemphill,

southeast region wildlife super-
visor for the Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Wildlife Conservation,
the quota of 20 bears is very
conservative.

“When we planned the regu-
lations for the season, we took
into account the possibility of
exceeding the harvest quota,”
Hemphill said.

According to Hemphill, the
harvest of 32 bears last year
and 31 this year are great signs
that “we are doing things right
in Oklahoma, since the pres-

November/December 2011

ence of bears in an environ-
ment is considered an indicator
of good habitat.”

The
includes four bears that were

season’s harvest
harvested by teenage girls, one
of which weighed 450 pounds
field-dressed and was har-
vested by 16-year-old Kaylin
Russell of Eagletown, whose
father, Joe, killed the first bear
in the state’s first black bear
hunting season in 2009. Kelsey
Weaver of Poteau, who last
year at age 17 became the first

female hunter in Oklahoma to
kill a black bear, also harvest-
ed a bear this year.

Two of the bears had been
previously been tagged as nui-
sance bears. State wildlife offi-
cials trap, tag and relocate bears
that come up to trailers, cabins
and homes in search of food.
A total of 18 male bears and
13 female bears were harvested,
including 15 from LeFlore Co.,
11 from Pushmataha Co., four
from McCurtain Co. and one
from Latimer County. ==X

MICHAEL BERGIN



Wildlife Management Area Atlas Owners

Alert: New WMA Map Available Now

Thousands of Oklahoma sportsmen have already discovered
the new “Oklahoma Wildlife Management Area Atlas” from
the Wildlife Department and are using the 100-page book
to explore Oklahoma’s public hunting land. On the opposite
page you will find a new addition to the atlas, featuring one
of the newest wildlife management areas in the state — Cross
Timbers WMA. Purchasers of the of atlas are given a free one-
year subscription to Outdoor Oklahoma magazine, in which the
Wildlife Department publishes maps of new WMAs acquired
after the atlas was printed.

Use the camera on your smart phone and the QR code on
this page to access more information about the Cross Timbers
WMA, or visit wildlifedepartment.com.

Maps of other new WM As will be published in future issues.

OKLEAHOMA
WildliferManagement
Area Atlas

N A
OKLAHOMA

< w/‘"

Edition|printed
November[2010

Discover more about
Cross Timbers WMA by
scanning the QR code
with your smart phone.

Give the WMA Atlas to the sportsmen
in your life this Christmas

A WMA Atlas makes a great gift, as many Oklahoma sports-
men remember the original printed version from years ago and
wish they could get their hands on one. But now the all-new
version offers better maps, better information and a one-year
subscription to Outdoor Oklahoma magazine.

Each alphabetically listed color map depicts an Oklahoma
WMA, using symbols to show roads, parking areas, designated
campsites, food plots, rivers, ponds, wetland development units,
non-ambulatory zones, boat ramps, area entrances, shooting rang-
es, county boundaries and more. Additionally, acreage and contact
information for each area is listed on the same page as the map. If
a hunter is interested in visiting a WMA, the atlas provides all the
tools needed to understand the area, its topography and its bound-
aries, and a detailed set of driving directions to each WMA is listed
in the back of the atlas. Additionally, index pages show where each
featured WMA is located in the state, and a glossary of terms helps
sportsmen distinguish differences between land usage terms such
as “wildlife management area” (WMA), “game management area”
(GMA), “national recreation area” (NRA), “wetland development
unit” (WDU), “waterfowl refuge portion” (WRP) and others.

The “Oklahoma Wildlife Management Area Atlas” can be
purchased for $25, which includes a free one-year subscription
to Outdoor Oklahoma magazine, the official magazine of the
Wildlife Department.

The new atlases are available at the Wildlife Department
headquarters in Oklahoma City (1801 N. Lincoln Blvd) and the
Department’s Jenks office (300 S. Aquarium Dr). Copies can
also be ordered by phone at (405) 521-3856, and order forms can
be downloaded from wildlifedepartment.com and mailed in
with a check. To order by mail, send a check or money order for
$25 along with an “Outdoor Store” order form from the back
of this issue or from wildlifedepartment.com to the Oklahoma
Department of Wildlife Conservation, P.O. Box 53465 Okla-
homa City, OK 73152 (specify address to which atlas should be
mailed and, if different, the address to which the subscription
to Outdoor Oklahoma magazine should be credited).

Map Legend

B WMA Entrance

m Headquarters
n Parking
Camping

Safety Zone: Areas surrounding
residences or headquarters. No
hunting allowed.

= = = Closed Road: Closed to motor
vehicle access year-round.

== OQpen Road: Open to motor vehicle
access year-round.
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Trophy Buck
Puts Spotlight on

Female Hunters

Theresa Hendrix harvested a buck during the 2010
deer gun season that had a special distinction: it was
the largest typical buck ever harvested in Oklahoma
by a female hunter per the Cy Curtis records program,
grossing just over 180 inches and netting 170 6/8.

Theresa’s story is just one of many memories being
made in the field by women these days. In October,
four teenage girls harvested black bears during
Oklahoma’s third black bear archery season, one of
which field dressed well over 400 Ibs. The four young
women accounted for 13 percent of the 2011 black
bear harvest.

Additionally, as reported in a previous issue of
Outdoor Oklahoma magazine, Oklahoma hunting
license sales to women has seen increases in recent
years, and programs designed to introduce women
to the outdoors have been busy helping women build
outdoor recreation skills.

As you'll read in Theresa’s story, told here in her own
words, some of today’s female hunters are discovering
their interest in hunting after years of missing out on a
hobby they didn’t know they would enjoy, until some-
one introduced them to it.

—DMichael Bergin, associate editor

had never been hunting

until I met my husband,

John, when I was 23 years

old. I don’t think I would

have ever started to hunt if
it wasn’t for him. Although I grew
up living in the country and being
outside, hunting just wasn’t part of
my family’s tradition.

John seemed to think hunting
was a really fun thing to do so I
agreed to go with him. We went
on a bow hunt and since there were
two of us we ended up hunting
from what John said was actually

a rifle stand. I am pretty sure we
didn’t see any deer and I remember
thinking, “This is the most boring
thing I've ever done in my life!”
John and I continued seeing each
other and he finally convinced me
to give muzzleloader shooting a
try. On my first hunt I didn’t have
any hunting clothes, so I ended up
wearing his dad’s hunting clothes
and my tennis shoes. As we were
leaving town for our morning hunt,
the thermometer read 11 degrees!
John told me several times that if
I got cold to let him know and we

would go back to camp. I'm not
sure how long we sat in the stand
or whether we saw any deer but I
did get cold!

I'd finally had enough so we got
down out of the tree. As John had
taught me, I went ahead and put
a cap on my gun before we head-
ed to camp. It was a good thing
because I took a couple steps when
tour does ran directly away from
us. John quickly said, “Get ready!
About 100 yards away, all four does

»

stopped and looked at us. He said,
“You better shoot!” I told him I was

OUTDOOR OKLAHOMA




Theresa Hendrix harvested this Oklahoma buck
in 2010 that grossed just over 180 inches and
netted 170 6/8, making it the largest typical buck
ever harvested in Oklahoma by a female hunter
per the Cy Curtis records program.

JOHN HENDRIX
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PHOTO COURTESY THERESA HENDRIX

going to shoot the second one from
the left. Not sure why I chose that
deer, but I did.

All' T remember was the kick of
the gun and lots of smoke. We
weren't sure if I had gotten one but
I'm pretty positive John thought
I had missed. We went to where
the deer were last standing where
low-and-behold there was my doe!
I was impressed with myself and,
from that moment, was hooked
on hunting. I have had a lot of fun

keen nose and sight. However, sure
enough, a short time later, a cou-
ple of does came by. I drew back
and let the arrow fly! The doe ran
about 100 yards and lay down. I
couldn’t believe it. I had harvested
my first deer with a bow.

As with many hunters, John and
I have spent countless hours shoot-
ing, scouting and dreaming of
hunting. We have invested many
hours in improving our techniques

and skills.

Wounding a deer and not finding
it is the worst thing ever

learning to hunt since that first
muzzleloader hunt.

Two years later, John and I mar-
ried and moved to the panhandle of
Oklahoma for his job. We found a
whole new way of hunting by mov-
ing from northeastern Oklahoma
to the Panhandle. It was different
for sure, but helped me hone my
hunting skills.

I had never bow hunted but I fig-
ured it was time I tried. John set up
his dad’s old bow for me and then
found a spot for me to sit behind a
sage brush bush overlooking a trail.
That’s right, a sage bush. Nothing
like putting a beginner at a total
disadvantage against a whitetail’s

8

All these hours led to one fateful
day in a stand this past season. We
had recently moved to a new town
much farther from our usual hunt-
ing spots, so I had not been able to
hunt. In the previous years, I had
missed very few hunting days so
I was feeling depressed about the
lack of hunting I had been able to
get out and enjoy.

John had been able to go quite
a bit, but it was finally my turn
to get away. I had hunted only a
half-day of that rifle season so far
and had one more day to hunt. I
always try to “mix things up” when
I'm hunting and do the unusual. I
decided — with John’s encourage-

ment — to go sit in a bowstand
even though it was rifle season. I
just thought doing something dif-
ferent might pan out. And, in the
back of my mind, I remembered
John telling me about seeing what
he thought was a 180-inch deer
from this same stand the week
after muzzleloader. We also had
trail camera photographs of a deer
we had named “The Ghost” due
to his only appearing at night and
the photos having a slightly blurred
image of his rack making it diffi-
cult to determine for sure how big
he really was.

I got in the treestand about 3
p-m. It’s a particularly beautiful
spot with an open meadow to my
left. To my right, it was all wooded
except the small trail I walked on
to get to the treestand. I could see
down the trail about 100 yards.

I had been sitting for about
20 minutes when I heard what I
thought could be a buck chasing
a doe. It was somewhere in front
of me and it seemed to be getting
closer. Soon, I could see some does
with a small buck following them.
They were about 75 yards away,
moving away from me through the
timber. It got my blood pumping
a little bit and had me hoping for
more action.

Just a minute or two later, I
could hear a deer trotting down
the same trail toward my right. I
thought that little buck had circled
back and was looking for more
does. But, to my amazement, I saw
a larger buck walking down a trail
about 60 yards away. This looked
like a nice deer, and I would try to
take him.

Slowly I slipped into a sitting
position on the floor of my trees-
tand so I could use the seat for a
rest. The buck came into the trail

OUTDOOR OKLAHOMA




opening and stopped. I put the
cross hairs slightly behind his
shoulder and pull the trigger. As I
saw him run off, I realized the rack
was quite a bit larger than I had
previously thought! Could this be
the deer that John had seen? Could
he be “The Ghost?”

I lost sight of him after he had
moved about 100 yards. My heart
sank because, quite frankly, I
thought he had kept running. I kept
replaying in my mind how I must
not have made a good shot, and I
could not believe I had just wounded
a nice deer. I was down on myself.

John was home with the kids
nearly 60 miles away, but I had
20 years of hunting experience
and had harvested numerous deer,
so I knew I needed to wait to go
searching for the buck.

I could hardly take it. I was wor-
ried, and when I first arrived to the
location where the buck had stood
when I took the shot, I didn’t see
any blood or hair. I called John to
let him know what had taken place
and he called a couple of friends
to see if they could
get there to help
me look for the
deer before dark.
Neither was avail-
able, so now onto
Plan B.

Wounding a deer
and not finding it
is the worst thing
ever. I didn’t even
want to consider
that, but it was in
the back of mind.
Plan B called for
John to drop the
kids off at my
mother’s and then
to head my way. It
took him a couple

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2011

of hours, which meant it was just
about dark when he arrived.

As we have done before, he had
me go to the tree I was sitting in
and point him to the exact spot
where the deer was standing when
the shot took place. This is always a
good method to use, because when
you climb down out of that tree,
it is easy to miss the exact spot by
several yards if you are by yourself.

I pointed John in the right direc-
tion. He found what appeared to
be fresh tracks heading down the
trail and within a few yards he
found blood.

Soon we discovered a good blood
trail. I took the lead as we eased
cautiously along the blood trail,
scanning now in the dark woods for
the sight of a white belly. It seemed
a long ways but it was only about 60
or 70 yards when I could see him!

This was the largest buck I've ever
taken — a deer of a lifetime for sure.
The Ghost was all and more than
we ever thought he was. John was so
proud, and I was glad he had encour-

aged me to sit in that particular spot.

Theresa's daughter MacKenzie is following in her
mother's footsteps with her harvest of this buck during the
2011 Youth Deer Gun Season. MacKenzie also took a doe
during the youth season.

JOHN HENDRIX

I didn’t hunt until I was 23
years old, but now I can’t imag-
ine not hunting. Although I'm
tremendously proud of the deer I
harvested, I can’t wait to take my
daughter, Mackenzie, on her first
deer hunt this fall. Hopefully,
she will get a chance to harvest
her first deer, and in a few more
years, I hope to be with my son,
Easton, when he harvests his
tirst deer. He is just three, but it
won’t be long. He is always say-
ing, “I wanna get a big buck like
you, Momma.”

Hunting is now a family tradi-
tion for me, and passing on the
tradition of hunting to my kids
is as important to me as harvest-
ing a trophy buck. However, I've
got to be honest when I say right
now I'm pretty proud to say that
I've taken the largest deer in the
family! It just goes to show that
all the years you dream about
that big one walking down the
trail can really happen — even
when you only have a day-and-

half to hunt.'¥

Hendrix is no one-hit-wonder of a
hunter. Here she’s pictured with a buck
she harvested during a previous hunting
season.

JOHN HENDRIX
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BILL ADAMS

The American goldfinch was the most spotted bird in last
year’s Winter Bird Feeder Survey, at 3,879 sightings.

Upper Right: House finches are seen year-round in
Oklahoma, often nesting in floral hanging baskets during
the spring and feeding at winter bird feeders in the colder

months. Males have an attractive red plumage on their
face, neck and breast.

Right: A dark-eyed junco dines on seeds. Juncos were the
second-most common bird documented during last year’s
Winter Bird Feeder Survey, with 2,773 counted.

Oklahoma’s relatively mild winters attract a rich,
diverse culture of birds each winter that benefits
from birders’ help as birds seek out winter habitat.

You can help by becoming a citizen scientist and
participating in the Wildlife Department’s 2012
Winter Bird Feeder Survey January 5 through 8. The

Birding is easy to learn, fairly inexpensive,
and fun for all ages, especially if you do
it in your own backyard, where you can

enjoy it every day.

Winter Bird Feeder Survey allows bird enthusiasts
the opportunity to contribute to bird conservation
while enjoying a pastime that brings them closer to
nature and nature closer to them. Experienced bird-
ers may even experience the thrill of checking a bird
off of their “life list” of birds they hope to spot.

12

To conduct the Winter Bird Feeder Survey, sim-
ply watch a backyard bird feeder for any two days
during the survey period. Count birds at least four
times a day, and record the highest number of each
species that you count feeding at one time during
the day. For example, if you see five dark-eyed
juncos at 8 a.m. and a few
hours later you see seven,
then record “seven” dark-
eyed juncos. This ensures
you do not count the same
bird twice.

Survey forms and com-
plete instructions for com-
pleting and returning your survey results are
available online at okwinterbirds.com. Be sure to
download the form, save it to your computer (you
must complete this step for proper return), fill it
out as thoroughly as possible, and return it as an
e-mail attachment.

OUTDOOR OKLAHOMA
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Do you wish you could identify views. Access the range map if you
birds by their sound? There’s an app  think you see an unusual species.
for that! Smartphone applications Available for iPhone and Android
are now allowing people to enjoy
bird watching on the go. BirdCountr: Leave the
pen and paper at home
To enhance your bird identification and keep records of bird
skills, we suggest trying out the sightings all over North
following apps: America by plumage
and GPS location, then catalog by
iBird Explorer Pro: family on your phone.
This interactive field Available for iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad
guide consists of 924
species found in BirdsEye: This
North America. application hosts a map
Search birds by song, conservation of 25,000 birding
status, flight pattern, genus, species, hotspots, keeps record of
color, size, shape, bill shape or your life list, and notes
length, and more with color about the species in North America.
illustrations in perching and flight Available for iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad

Wildlife Department iBird PRO BirdCountr BirdsEye

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2011




Type of Bird Food Preference

Blue Jay

House Finch

Goldfinch-
all species

Wren- all species

Flicker- all species

Pine Siskin

Purple Finch
Blackbird-

all species

Robins &
Bluebirds

Evening Grosbeak

Northern
Bobwhite

Brown-headed
Cowbird

Cardinal

Starling
Crow

Grackle-
all species

Tufted Titmouse

Carolina
Chickadee

Nuthatch-
all species

Brown Creeper
Mockingbird

Cedar Waxwing

Sparrow-
all species

Dove- all species

Woodpecker-
all species

Junco- all species

Towhee-
all species

Brown Thrasher

Sunflower seed, safflower, cracked
corn, peanuts, suet, bread, peanut but-
ter, lard mixes, seed mixes

Mixed seed, peanuts, fruit, suet, niger,
sunflower, safflower, thistle

Thistle/niger, sunflower seed, hulled
sunflower, millet, fruit, suet, peanuts

Suet, suet mix, peanut butter, bread,
apples

Suet, peanut butter, sunflower seeds,
fruit, meat, bread

Nuts, rolled oats, thistle, mixed seeds,
sunflower seeds, sunflower chips, mil-
let, suet

Sunflower seeds, thistle

Bread, cracked corn, mixed seeds,
sunflower seeds, sunflower chips, mil-
let, suet

Apples, sunflower seed, bread, grapes,
suet, mealworms, berries, raisins, nut
meal, seed mixes

Sunflower seeds, grapes, orange halves
Sunflower seeds, seed mixes

Bread, cracked corn, sunflower seeds,
seed mixes

Cracked corn, nuts, sunflower seeds,
safflower, millet, peanuts, apple, bread

Millet, milo, safflower
Bread, scraps, corn, suet

Sunflower seeds, bread, scraps

Sunflower seeds, suet, bread, safflow-
er, peanuts, peanut kernel

Peanut kernel, sunflower seeds, suet,
bread, safflower

Suet, suet mix, sunflower seeds, nuts,
cracked corn, bread

Suet, suet mix, sunflower seeds, nuts,
cracked corn, bread

Halved apples, fruit, bread, suet, sun-
flower seeds, nuts

Berries, raisins, sliced apple, canned
peas, currants, grapes

Sunflower seeds, seed mixes, bread,
thistle, millet

Cracked corn, sunflower seeds, milo,
bread, thistle, nuts

Insects, fruit, sunflower seeds, suet,
nuts, sugar water

Millet, sunflower seeds, cracked corn,
peanuts, bread, nut meats, thistle, suet

Millet, sunflower seeds, peanuts,
grapes, cracked corn, suet

Orange halves, cracked corn
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Birding is easy to learn, fairly inexpensive, and
fun for all ages, especially if you do it in your own
backyard, where you can enjoy it every day.

Habitat, be it natural or created, is the key to
attracting diverse species to your backyard, and
providing a good food source is the best place
to start.

If you give birds a buffet, be sure to include black-
oil sunflower seeds. The high protein and oil content
allow birds to store more body fat to keep warm.
Suet is a good source of fat and protein as well, made
commonly from lard and peanut butter. Nijer (this-
tle) and safflower also are preferred seeds. Safflower
is generally more expensive but is less attractive to
non-native birds like house sparrows.

The least preferred food — but often the least
expensive — are some of the seeds found in store-
bought mixtures. These are often less nutritious
and low in protein or oil and include seeds such
as oats, wheat and milo. The birds that eat these
seeds are ground-feeding species, so these should
not be placed in hanging or pole-mounted feed-
ers. Try making your own mix of preferred foods
and even throw in some leftover apples, oranges, or
other fresh or frozen fruits. This will also discour-
age house sparrows from visiting your feeders and
harassing other birds.

Recommended feeders are low platform (for ground
use), hanging/tube, and hopper feeders. Nijer seed
may best be offered in a unique, mesh feeder made
specifically to prevent the small seeds from falling
out. Unique feeders are available for offering suet as
well. Chickadees, titmice and finches prefer to eat
higher off the ground, but cardinals, juncos, harris
sparrows and mourning doves tend to eat at ground
level. To cater to a variety of birds, hang three feeders
at various heights near your viewing area, with one
being near the ground.

Providing a good water source for drinking and
bathing also will attract birds, because water sourc-
es may be difficult to come by in the winter months.
The cleaner a bird’s feathers, the better they keep
warm and fly. Be sure to change the water frequent-
ly to keep it clean and from freezing. Bird bath heat-
ers also are an easy way to prevent freezing water.

Place bird feeders and bird baths at least 10 feet
from the cover of trees. Evergreens can act as a
good cover if they are a few feet away from the
food source.

OUTDOOR OKLAHOMA
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Often the male member of a bird species is more colorful than the
female, as demonstrated by the Red-winged blackbird (male left,
female right).

Bottom Right: Though not native, the European Starling was one

of the top 10 birds seen at feeders during last years Winter Bird
Feeder Survey. Since non-native birds compete with native species,
biologists can use results from the survey to help constituents focus
their feeding efforts on birds that are native to the state.

Miracle Meal Recipe

Flour

Yellow cornmeal
Lard (not shortening)
A log

A drill

Peanut butter
Raisins (optional)

This tasty treat is sure to entice birds that
eat fruit and insects. Check out the Wildlife
Department’s Winter Bird Feeder Survey
website at okwinterbirds.com for more details
on what to feed birds in your own yard.

1. Mix one part flour to three parts cornmeal
and two parts lard

Add peanut butter (optional)

Add raisins (optional)

Roll mixture into firm balls

Drill 1.5 holes into the log

Stuff the holes with the miracle

meal mixture

Suspend the log from a tree limb

8. Watch for birds
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Feeding areas and water need to be kept clean. Clean
high-activity feeders at least once a month in the winter
to decrease the chance of disease, bacteria, and mold.
Bird baths, houses, and feeders and the areas imme-
diately around them are common places for birds to
contract and spread disease. Keep them clean!

Here are a few extra tips to remember as you par-
ticipate in the 2012 Winter Bird Feeder Survey.

Fly-bys do not count! Birds counted toward the
survey should be those utilizing your bird feeders.

Please note if you see a bird that is not listed on
the survey or an unusual sighting.

Top 10 Birds Seen

American goldfinch 3,879
Dark-eyed junco 2,773
Red-winged blackbird 1,748
Northern cardinal 1,693
House sparrow 1,397
European starling 949
Mourning dove 905
House finch 813
Carolina chickadee 651
Blue jay 542

A bird bath with clean water is attractive to winter birds,
especially if you keep it from fireezing over by changing it
frequently during fireezing temperatures or by employing
an electric bird bath water heater (pictured).

We enjoy hearing about interesting sightings and
seeing photos.

The results of your survey will help the Wildlife
Department better manage Oklahoma’s feathered
friends year round.

2011 Results

This year’s results accounted for 21,476 of
Oklahoma’s winter birds. Results vary annually
due to weather conditions, food availability, geo-
graphical differences around Oklahoma and vari-
ous species around the feeders.

Each year, there are somewhat unusual sightings
at bird feeders, which may be the cause of any of the
aforementioned conditions. Some of the unusual
birds spotted during the 2011 survey were the wild
turkey, golden-crowned kinglet, ruby-crowned
kinglet, orange-crowned warbler, yellow-rumped
warbler, and chipping sparrow.

Birds that were viewed in yards but not actu-
ally using a bird feeder include the red-tailed
hawk, red-shouldered hawk, sharp-shinned
hawk, cedar waxwing, greater roadrunner,
American robin, merlin, brown thrasher, and
Eastern bluebird. W/
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OK Winter Birds:
A birder’s favorite website

Boost your winter bird know-how as you search
photographs, range maps, diet and behavior notes
for 52 winter birds commonly found at Oklahoma
bird feeders and on the Winter Bird Feeder Survey
at OKwinterbirds.com.

OKwinterbirds.com is managed by the Oklahoma
Department of Wildlife Conservation and is
designed to assist new backyard bird watchers and
2012 Winter Bird Feeder Survey participants. Even
experienced birders will discover helpful tips to bet-
ter identify and attract beautiful winter birds to
their feeders. Check it out this winter.

Other Helpful Birding Links
National Audubon Society
audubon.org

Oklahoma City Audubon Society
okc-audubon.org

Tulsa Audubon Society
tulsaaudubon.org

Oklahoma Ornithological Society
okbirds.org

Birds of Oklahoma
birdsofOklahoma.net

Sutton Avian Research Center
suttoncenter.org

Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory
rmbo.org

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2011

The northern cardinal is

a celebrated favorite that
Oklahomans see throughout
the winter. Their brilliant
colors contrasting against a
gray winter are a welcome

sight during a gray winter.
With 1,693 sightings from
birders in last year’s survey,
the northern cardinal was the
fourth most numerous bird
noted in the survey data.

There is a good chance that a Carolina chickadee will come
to your yard this winter if you provide an arrangement of
attractants in your yard, particularly seeds.

A commonly seen
visitor to bird feeders,
the mourning dove is a
migratory bird that also

serves as an important
game species for hunters
in Oklahoma.
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Oklahoma Wildlife
Management Area
Atlas

Back by popular demand,
this page-by-page guide to
Oklahoma’s public hunting
land features topographical
maps of almost every wildlife
management area in the state.
At almost 100 pages, the
spiral-bound atlas depicts
special features on each
WMA such as roads, parking
areas, designated campsites,
food plots, ponds, wetland
development units, non-
ambulatory zones and more.
Sportsmen can find acreage
and contact information for
each area as well driving
directions.
When you purchase an atlas,
you also receive a one-year subscription to Outdoor Oklahoma
magazine. If you already receive the magazine, you can donate the
subscription to a friend free of charge, or the Wildlife Department can
donate it to a school or library. Item No. OS-13 — $25

OKLAHOMA

Wildlife Nlanagement
Area Atlas

[ oxLanoma |

Oklahoma Waterfowl Hunting Stamp

Oklahoma “duck stamps” are always popular with collectors
and hunters, although for different reasons. While each year's
stamp features a different handsome design sure to add appeal
to any stamp collection, funds from stamp sales are used for
many kinds of waterfowl management projects. Please specify
when ordering. (2010 stamp is shown). Item OS-7 — $10

Habitat Donor Caps

Top-quality, American-made caps display the
Habitat Donor Patch of your choice, which designates
you as a contributor to the Department’s Land
Acquisition Fund. Wearing this hat means you care
about future generations and the great hunting and
fishing tradition. Specify hat style. Item OS-6 — $18

Outdoor Oklahoma Caps

These sharp, colorful, fabric caps feature the “Outdoor
Oklahoma” logo. One size fits all. Available color
selections may vary. Item OS-11 — S18

Habitat Donor Patches

Colorful, collectible,
embroidered cloth
patches feature a new
game or fish species
each year, from 1986
to the 2011 patch
emblazoned with a
northern pintail. All
proceeds are earmarked
for the Department’s Land
Acquisition Fund, which is used to
provide public hunting and fishing access. Specify
designs when ordering. Item OS-5 — $10 each




GIVE THE GIFT THAT

KEEPS ON GIVING
ALL YEAR LONG!

ORDER FORM

Outdoor Oklahoma Magazine

Oklahoma magazine. Subscribe for yourself, or a friend.
Item OS-10 1 yr—$10, 2 yr— $18, 3 yr— $25

Start enjoying a full year (six big issues) of hunting, fishing, natural
history, camping and much more when you subscribe to Outdoor

Item Description Price Quantity | Subtotal
(Includes s/h)
0S-5 | Habitat Donor Patches (ircle Choice) 2001-Antelope $10 each
1986-Quail & Bass 1991-Squirrel ~ 1996-Bobcat 2002-Pheasant
1987-Deer 1992-Dove 1997-Crappie 2003-Wild Turkey
1988-Turkey 1993-Elk 1998-Canvashack 2004-Mallard Duck
1989-Raccoon 1994-Bass 1999-Deer 2005-Striped Bass
1990-Wood Duck 1995-Quail 2000-Brown Trout 2006-Scaled Quail
2007-Rainbow Trout or Bobwhite Quail 2008-Canada Goose  2009-Mule Deer
2010-Paddlefish 2011-Northern Pintail
0S-6 | Habitat Donor Caps (Circle Year and Color Choice) $18
2011 Choices: Camo Khaki Orange Camo
0S-7 | 2010 Waterfowl Hunting Stamp $10
0S-9 | Managing Pond Fisheries in Oklahoma $3
0S-10 | Outdoor Oklahoma Magazine 1-Year Subscription $10
2-Year Subscription $18
3-Year Subscription $25
0S-11 | Outdoor Oklahoma Caps (Gircle Color Choice) $18
Forest Green ~ Khaki  Camo
0S-12 | Cy Curtis Awards Program Deer Record Book $10
0S-13 | Oklahoma Wildlife Management Area Atlas $25
Name Total Amount Enclosed
Address Phone Number
City State Zip

All prices include postage and handling. Make checks payable to 0DWC, fill out form, clip and mail to ODWC, P. 0. Box 53465,
Oklahoma City, OK 73152. Please allow three to four weeks for delivery.

November/December 2011

Cy Curtis Awards Program
Deer Record Book

Is your name in the record
book? Want to find out where the
big ones have been hiding? This
up-to-date book contains the hall
of fame of trophy deer harvested
in Oklahoma since 1972. Item
0S-12—Sl10

Managing Pond Fisheries
in Oklahoma

Whether you own a pond or
just like to fish in ponds, you'll
want to own this booklet. This
44-page publication includes
full-color photos and text on
pond construction, placement of
structure, controlling vegetation,
proper levels of fish harvest and
much more!

Item OS-9 — $3



WILDLIFE DIVERSITY PROGRAM
/

magazine.
Item WD-2 — S25

A Field Guide to
Oklahoma's Amphibians
and Reptiles

If you've ever tried to figure
out the difference between an
Eastern River Cooter and a Red-
eared Slider, this is the book for
you. It has more than 200 pages
of maps, descriptions and other
information to help you with all
of your amphibian and reptile
identification needs. Color
pictures and easy to use spiral
binding make this a must-have
field guide. Your purchase of
this book includes a one-year
subscription to Qutdoor Oklahoma
magazine. Item WD-4 — $25

Butterflies of Oklahoma,
Kansas and North Texas
Book

Butterfly guide book introduces
readers to 100 butterfly species
found in the Southern Great
Plains. This complete (282-page)
and compact (5'x7") user-friendly
guide includes identification,
rearing tips, viewing hotspots and
useful butterfly gardening and
photography how-tos. Fits easily
in daypacks, car consoles or glove
compartments! Your purchase of
this book includes a one-year

subscription to Outdoor Oklahoma

Proceeds from items on these two pages will be used to benefit the
900 Oklahoma species that are not pursued by hunters or anglers.

Field Guide to the
Birds of North America

Can you name that little
brown bird sitting on your
window sill? How about
the bright yellow one
that's down by the lake?
This book is brimming
with color illustrations,

600 range maps and
descriptions to help you
sort out the hundreds

of bird species found in
Oklahoma. Your purchase
of this book includes a one-
year subscription to Outdoor
Oklahoma magazine.

Item WD-9 — $25

ORDER FORM

Item Description (mclill;iecses/h) Quantity | Subtotal
WD-1 | Landscaping for Wildlife Book $25
WD-2 | Butterflies of Oklahoma, Kansas and North Texas Book $25
WD-3 | Pocket Guide to Prairie Birds $2
WD-4 | AField Guide to Oklahoma’s Amphibians and Reptiles $25
WD-5 | The Bat House Builder’s Handbook $7.50
WD-8 | Attracting Birds $2
WD-9 | Field Guide to the Birds of North America $25
WD-11 | Wildlife Diversity Posters $2
Oklahoma's Rain Forest Connection
WD-13 | Wildlife Conservation Plates Application Form FREE X
Your Donation to the Wildlife Diversity Program
Name Total Amount Enclosed
Address Phone Number
City State Zip

All prices include postage and handling. All books will ship book rate: please allow 5-10 days for delivery.

Make checks payable to ODWG, fill out form, clip and mail to:

O0DWC, P. 0. Box 53465, Oklahoma City, OK 73152. Please allow three to four weeks for delivery.

Outdoor Store



Landscaping for Wildlife

Landscaping for Wildlife: A
Guide to the Southern Great
Plains brings your property
to life. Find everything you
need to know about attracting
birds, butterflies, turtles and
other wildlife in this full-
color, 224-page landscaping
guidebook. You'll find useful
instructions for meeting water
needs, feeding preferences
and nesting requirements
for wildlife found in the
Southern Great Plains,
with specific emphasis on
Oklahoma species. Enjoy
the detailed diagrams and plant listings that
accompany book photographs and illustrations in addition to
woodworking diagrams and lists of plant and seed companies.
This book was compiled with the most up-to-date "wildscaping”
information available. Your purchase of this book includes a
one-year subscription to Outdoor Oklahoma magazine.

Item WD-1 — $25

The Bat House Builder's Handbook

Once bats were popular only during
Halloween, but these nocturnal mammals are
now enjoying their place in the conservation
limelight. This 34-page book provides plans
for building bat houses, discusses research
on species that use bat houses and just about
everything else a bat fan should know. Item
WD-5 — $§7.50

Pocket Guide to Prairie Birds

If you ever travel through Oklahoma,
this is the guidebook for you. A brand new
edition, this 92-page book includes many
more species along with identification tips,
habitat, feeding and conservation status.
Be sure to use the checklist located in the
back when you have seen each bird!
[tem WD-3 — $2

Attracting Birds

Whether you're an avid birdwatcher or
just enjoy seeing birds at the backyard
feeder, this 20-page booklet is for you.
Packed with information, this guide
details types of feeders, seeds, winter

Dress up your vehicle while showing your support of our foods, watering and more.
great state’s wildlife resources by getting a wildlife license Item WD-8 — $2
plate. Five Wildlife Conservation Plates are available to serve
as your regular, rear-bumper license plate. The plates cost

Wildlife License Plates

just $38 (original or replacement) or $36.50 (renewals) above Donalie to the Wlldllfe Diversity ngmm

your regular annual registration fee with proceeds going to

Oklahoma'’s Wildlife Diversity Program. For a free application Your tax deductible donation to the Wildlife Department’s Wildlife Diversity
form, check ltem WD-13. Forms are also available at your Program can help wildlife for years to come. Just indicate the amount you

local tag agency. wish to donate in the “subtotal” column on the order form on this page.
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THE COYOTE

BY KELLY ADAMS

Native American folklore often tells the story of Coyote. He plays
many roles but is best known as the trickster. Coyotes (Canis latrans)
are extremely adaptable and thrive in a wide range of habitats from
mountains to deserts. In fact, they are among the most adaptable
mammals in North America. Even as humans modify their habitat,
they still are able to exploit necessary resources. They can be found as
far north as Alaska and as far south as Central America. The coyote’s
deceptive manor along with its intelligence has made it the survivor
it is today and that it has been for thousands of years.

It is easy to see that coyotes are canines, like domestic dogs
and wolves. When coyotes run, they hold their tails down, unlike
wolves, which run with their tails straight out. Coyote fur can vary

considerably. Depending on the region, coyotes may be brown, red,

Coyotes can be found as far north as Alaska and as

far south as Central America.

or grayish. They have long, triangular ears and a narrow snout.

Coyotes do most of their hunting at night and their diet can
vary. They are opportunistic and eat whatever is available to them
but they prefer fresh kills. Mammals are a major portion of their
diet, although sometimes they will eat snakes and birds. In the
fall and winter months, coyotes are known to eat fruits and berries
along with other vegetation. Coyotes are incredible hunters. When
hunting small prey like mice, a coyote will stand extremely still and
wait for the mouse to come in pouncing range. Other times they
will stalk prey. Working in a pack creates an advantage for coyotes
when preying on larger mammals such as deer, or when defending
food resources, territory, and themselves. When hunting larger
prey, they work in teams and take turns chasing the animal until it
tires, making it easier to kill.

Coyotes live in a variety of social arrangements. Some live alone,
others in mated pairs, and others in packs, which may consist of

one mated pair, their new young, and offspring from the previous

22

season that have not yet left their parents. Generally coyotes living
in unexploited areas form packs. In the spring and early summer,
females typically have a litter of about six puppies. The puppies are
born helpless and blind. After 10 days the puppies can open their
eyes and after about four to six weeks they emerge from their den.
Coyotes only use dens to give birth and nurse their young. The
den serves only as a temporary nursery. Dens often have more than
one opening and are hard to find. Coyotes are very careful about
not leading anyone or anything to their dens. Coyotes have not
one, but several dens which they use. This not only protects their
pups from predators, but moving the pups also protects them from
the fleas and other parasites that build up in the den. Coyotes will
aggressively defend their puppies if threatened. After the female
nurses the puppies for four to six
weeks, both the male and female
co-parent the puppies by feeding
them regurgitated food.

Coyotes are the most vocal
mammals in North America. In fact, their name comes from the
Aztec word, “coyoti,” which means “barking dog.” Because coyotes
are more active at night, vocal communication is more important
than visual communication. Coyotes communicate using a variety
of sounds including barks, yips and howls. Coyotes use howls to
let other members of the pack know their location. They use short
barks to warn others of danger nearby. When a pack of coyotes
welcomes a new member into the pack, they “yip.”

The coyote is often viewed as a nuisance, but they are highly
intelligent and play an important role in the natural ecosystem.
They are, however, remarkably adaptable and therefore manage-
ment of the species through hunting and trapping is beneficial.
In Oklahoma, coyotes are open to hunting year-round with
no daily limit or season limit. For full season details, log on
to wildlifedepartment.com or consult the current “Oklahoma
Hunting Guide.” W

—Kelly Adams is an information technician for the Wildlife Department
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