


blessed that | can enjoy the Lord's
creation in such a manner, and |
wonder why more sportsmen do
not do the same. This is a great
sport to enjoy alone or with others,
and for youngsters never experi-
encing the outdoors, the sport of
squirrel hunting offers them a great
way to start. After all, squirrel sea-
son is the longest of the Oklahoma
hunting seasons. Beginning May
15, and running through January 31,
it offers the flexibility to enjoy a
hunt in Oklahoma'’s outdoors dur-
ing your favorite time of year. It may
be in late spring among blooming
wildflowers, during the heat of sum-
mer, surrounded by Oklahoma’s
beautiful fall splendor, or amid the
somber setting of winter.

Liberal limits offer hunters addi-
tional flexibility. You may want to
make several trips throughout the
year, taking only a couple of animals
each trip. On the other
hand, a combined
daily bag limit of 10
fox and gray
squirrels
will allow
you to stock
the freezer
even if you
can only
make one
trip a year.

Places to
hunt are unlimited,
as well. Whether hunt-
ing on private property

I could not believe my ears. The conversation | had just
overheard made me wonder where the hunting tradition is
headed.

It happened at a local sporting goods store last fall. I was
standing in line behind a young man | thought to be about 13
years old. Another man was at the counter in front of him, pur-
chasing his hunting license. | had presumed they were togeth-
er until they began talking.

The young man asked the other gentleman if he was head-
ed out to do some deer hunting.

| was amazed at the dumbfounded expression which came
across the young man's face as the older gentleman turned
and said, “Nope, squirrel hunting.”

Even more amazing was the young man’s inquiry. “Why
would you want to chase around a little squirrel when you
could hunt deer,” he asked.

Obviously, the youngster had never been squirrel hunting.
Hunting squirrels and other small game is how | and many
others started out, and many of those hunts were also my
most enjoyable. They helped form my hunting heritage as |
slowly progressed to hunting big game such as deer and
turkey, and even now | hunt small game as often as | deer hunt.

Unfortunately, this young man represents a new generation
of Oklahoma hunters; hunters who start out deer hunting, and
all too often, only hunt nine days out of the year during deer
gun season. Is this where our hunting tradition is headed? |
certainly hope not.

Oklahoma is blessed with an abundance of hunting
opportunities, and I plan to teach my children about
all of them. I hope other parents
do the same. Those who have
never experienced a good
squirrel hunt don't know what
they're missing.
Next time I'm in
that situation, I'm
going to invite that
young man — and
the older gentle-
man, too — to come
hunting with me. #

— Brian Barger






have a good backstop behind your
target before shooting.

A high-pitched chirp breaks my
reverie. | slowly turn and see a
female cardinal in the underbrush
close by. | realize other birds are
singing again, and the squirrels
have reappeared in separate trees
while | was daydreaming. One
frolics through the treetops while
the other eats. Both are in range.
It is just a matter of shouldering
the 410.

| stop on the trail just short of the
truck to admire the beautiful bushy-
tails | now carry. | turn and take one
last look at the stand of timber that
produced them, knowing it and the
adjoining creek will host many fond
memories. | hope many other squir-
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rel hunters use similar areas to pro-
vide them with memories as well.
For it is these memories that they
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will carry with them throughout
their lives. #

One of the most attractive things about hunting squirrels is you don't have to spend a ton of money on a gun.
With slight expense, you can purchase any number of affordable firearms suitable for squirrel hunting, including
shotguns, and.22-caliber rifles and pistols.

Many great marksman have perfected their shooting skills by hunting squirrels with a .22-caliber rifle. These can
be as plain or as fancy as you desire, but remember, the squirrel woods can be brutal on wooden gun stocks. There-

fore, the simpler the better.

If you have good eyesight, you can hunt squirrels effectively with open sights. However, many hunters equip their
rifles and pistols with scopes. Again, your choice of scopes is limited only by your budget, but a simple 4X model is

suitable for most shooters.

Hunting squirrels with a .22 is an exact science. Shot placement is absolutely critical in making a clean kill. One
thing is for certain; if you become proficient at squirrel hunting with a.22, you'll be more proficient at hunting other
game, as well. A .22 long rifle can, and will, travel two miles if fired skyward. The old motto “Better safe than sorry,”

should be foremost in your mind.

Hunting squirrels with a shotgun offers the best chances for success, especially in thick cover. Therefore, the shot-
gun may be the best firearm for hunting in the spring, summer and early fall.
Some hunters enjoy hunting squirrels with a .410-gauge shotgun, but most hunters prefer at least a 20-gauge
with either a full or modified choke. This will provide a large enough shot string and sufficient power to get the job

done in the leafiest treetops.

Forthe ultimate challenge, many hunters enjoy hunting squirrels with a .22-caliber pistol. The advantages to hunt-
ing with handguns is that they are extremely light and portable, and you can get your sights on a squirrel a bit quick-
er with a pistol than you can with a rifle or shotgun. Of course, you have to be a crack shot to be successful, but that

comes only with practice.

Whichever you choose, your firearm will supply you with many years of enjoyment, as well as plenty of squirrels

for the table. & — Bryan Hendricks
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