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become introduced into Oklahoma waters. Some
aquarium owners release fish into ponds or streams
when the fish get too large or the owner becomes tired
of maintaining the aquarium. Because of this potential
threat, the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conser-
vation prohibits a number of species, such as piranhas,
from being sold in Oklahoma. The Oklahoma Zebra
Mussel Task Force currently is encouraging boaters to
take special precautions, such as carefully cleaning the
hull and bilge areas, to slow the spread of zebra
mussels.

Water Managers Can Enhance Biodiversity

Education

Although most people realize that protecting water
quality is important, many are less familiar with
otherfactors that affect aquatic biodiversity. In fact,
although they are concerned about water quality, many
people do not know what actions cause pollution.
Most people believe that large businesses are the
primary source of water pollution and do not realize
that their own actions can have significant effects.

Both adults and children should be informed about
the importance of water to biodiversity and about the
impacts they might have on water. They should realize
that their actions affect habitat, water quantity or
quality. They also should be informed about actions
they can take to protect these resources.




