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Citizen Scientist
Recruiting Citizen Scientists: 2012 Winter Bird Feeder Survey

Oklahoma’s relatively mild winters attract a rich, 
diverse community of birds seeking the perfect 
habitat, and they need your help. 

Log on to okwinterbirds.com to become a citizen 
scientist and participate in the Wildlife Department’s 
2012 Winter Bird Feeder Survey January 5 through 8. 
The Winter Bird Feeder Survey allows bird enthusiasts 
the opportunity to contribute to bird conservation 
while enjoying a favored pastime. Some birders may 
experience the thrill of checking a bird off of their life 
list.

Birding is easy to learn, fairly inexpensive, and fun for 
all ages. To conduct the Winter Bird Feeder Survey, 
simply observe and count birds four times daily, then 
record the highest number of each species observed 
feeding at one time.

For example, if you see five dark-eyed juncos at 8 a.m. 
then later you see seven, record “seven” dark-eyed 
juncos. This ensures you do not count the same bird 
twice. 

Survey forms and complete instructions for 
administering and returning your survey results are 
available online at okwinterbirds.com. Download the 
survey form, save it to your computer (must complete 
this step for proper return), fill it out as thoroughly as 
possible, and return it as an email attachment to the 
email address provided.

For more information, order a copy of the November/
December issue of Outdoor Oklahoma magazine by 
calling (405) 521-3855.

See the next page for great smartphone and tablet 
applications for birders!   

Photo: Winter birds feeding on a backyard bird feeder. 
Photo by wildlifedepartment.com.
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Birding on the Go
Smartphone Apps
for Birders

Do you wish you could identify 
birds by their sound? There’s an app 
for that! Smartphone applications 
are now allowing people to enjoy 
bird watching on the go. 

To enhance your bird identi�cation 
skills, we suggest trying out the 
following apps:

iBird Explorer Pro: 
This interactive �eld 
guide consists of 924 
species found in 
North America. 

Search birds by song, conservation 
status, �ight pattern, genus, species, 
color, size, shape, bill shape or 
length, and more with color 
illustrations in perching and �ight 

views. Access the range map if you 
think you see an unusual species. 
Available for iPhone and Android

BirdCountr: Leave the 
pen and paper at home 
and keep records of bird 
sightings all over North 
America by plumage 

and GPS location, then catalog by 
family on your phone. 
Available for iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad

BirdsEye: This 
application hosts a map 
of 25,000 birding 
hotspots, keeps record of 
your life list, and notes 

about the species in North America. 
Available for iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad
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The young hatch after 35 days, and three months later, 
when they can fly and hunt on their own, 

the adults drive the eaglets from the 
nest. 

Bald eagles feed primarily on fish, 
but they also eat rodents, other small 

mammals and carrion (dead and decaying 
flesh). When hunting, they circle high in 
the sky, scanning the ground with their 

keen eyesight and swoop down to 
take prey. 

Oklahoma's large reservoirs 
and river systems are ideal 
eagle habitat, especially from 
late-October through mid-
March. The birds are primarily 
found in the eastern and 

central areas of Oklahoma 
during this time, although, as 

mentioned previously, some pairs 
have established permanent nest sites 

in the state. The peak time to view these 
majestic aviators is December to February.

Click here to view upcoming eagle watching 
sites, tour dates, and times or visit the Wildlife 

and Land Management page on wildlifedepartment.
com for more information. 

Photo: Adult eagle on display at the Oklahoma Department of 
Wildlife Conservation.

Watchable Wildlife
America's Bird: Oklahoma Bald Eagle Watches

With its fierce and independent demeanor, the bald 
eagle was chosen as our national emblem in 1782. Eagle 
populations have periodically fluctuated over time, and 
were once on the national endangered species list (from 
1972 through 2007). Since the late 1980s, Oklahoma's 
resident eagle population has grown from no birds 
to over 80 pair. Venture out with your family and 
friends this holiday season and go on one of many 
Eagle Watching Tours around the state and 
see if you can spot this fierce national 
emblem. 

With a wingspan longer than seven 
feet, the bald eagle (Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus) is a majestic 
and graceful bird of prey 
that makes frequent winter 
visits to the Great Plains. It 
has a barrel-shaped body 
measuring 32- to 40-inches 
long. It has a hooked bill 
and massive, yellow legs. 
Adult birds are dark brown 
to black and their distinctive 
white head and tail plumage 
develops during their fourth 
or fifth year. Immature birds 
are dark brown with mottled 
white wings and are often 
confused with golden eagles. 

As early as February, the resident 
females lay clutches of two or 
three eggs. Both parents share 
the duties of incubating and 
feeding the chicks.
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As the holiday seasons are fast approaching and you’re 
readily preparing with lights, trees, and ornaments, 
why not take it a step further and create a holiday 
“feeder tree” for winter birds. 

This is a great family activity that is fairly simple and 
cheap while adding holiday cheer to your backyard. 
Instead of decorating your backyard trees with 
traditional ornaments, decorate with a few food items 
that a variety of winter birds are sure to love. 

Suggested bird food is black oil sunflower seeds, suet, 
and niger "thistle" seeds. A fun activity for the kids is 
to spread peanut butter on a pine cone and roll it in 
bird seed to create an edible ornament for birds. Also, 
try making a garland string of popcorn, cranberries, 
raisins, grapes, or blueberries for a nontraditional 
and colorful approach. This can be created using 
nylon fishing line and wrapping it firmly around your 
designated bird tree. Be sure to remove nylon from 
the tree when the food has been eaten. 

According to Mark Howery, wildlife diversity 
biologist for the Wildlife Department, "popcorn 
is more likely to attract sparrows and black birds, 
whereas the fruits will attract mockingbirds, blue 
birds, and American robins."

For more information on attracting wildlife to your 
yard, order a copy of Landscaping for Wildlife in the 
Outdoor Store on wildlifedepartment.com or by 
clicking the link at the bottom of this page.  

Holiday for the Birds
Tired of squirrels eating all of your bird seed? There 
are many ways to prevent squirrels and other animals 
from accessing your feeders, however no method is 
100-percent squirrel proof. 

Place a slinky on the pole of a hanging feeder, as 
pictured below. The movement of the slinky startles 
squirrels so they do not like to try climbing up the 
pole. 

Another method is to buy a squirrel guard, such as the 
blue one pictured below. The slope makes it difficult 
for squirrels to climb under the guard to access the 
seed.

 Squirrel Prevention 
at Your Feeders

Photos from left: Blue squirrel guard, slinky shown on a hanging feeder 
pole. Photos by Rachel Bradley.

Watchable Wildlife
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Outdoor Store 
Shop the Outdoor Store for 

your Holiday Gifts 
Find books, posters, and various educational 

materials related to the wildlife of Oklahoma in the 
Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation 
Outdoor Store at wildlifedepartment.com. 

Outdoor Store products may be purchased over the 
counter at:
Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation
1801 N. Lincoln Boulevard
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

or through the mail by printing out an order form and 
sending it to:
Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation
Attn: Outdoor Store
PO Box 53465
Oklahoma City, OK 73152

Oklahoma Duck 
Stamp Prints

Outdoor Oklahoma 
Magazine

Oklahoma Wildlife 
Management Atlas

Oklahoma's Rain Forest Birds. 
Also available are Tracks of Oklahoma, 
Fish, and Venomous Snakes (coming soon!) 
posters.

Field Guide to Oklahoma's 
Amphibians and Reptiles
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Outdoor Calendar
December 
10: A Photographic Year-in-
Review at Hackberry Flat 
Center in Frederick. Guest 
photographer, Larry Hancock 
will be invited to highlight his 
year at Hackberry Flat with an 
exhibit of images. For more 
information call Melynda 
Hickman at (405) 990-4977.

10: Lake Thunderbird State 
Park eagle viewing tour begins 
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Meet at 
Crow’s Secret Nature Center. 
Must preregister by calling 
(405) 321-4633. 

17: Byron Hatchery Watchable 
Wildlife Area Nature Center 
will be open from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. A biologist on duty will 
visit with visitors about wildlife 
in the area or take a walk 
with you on the nature trail. 
For more information email 
mhickman@zoo.odwc.state.
ok.us or call (405) 990-4977.

31: Lake Thunderbird State 
Park eagle viewing tour from 
9 a.m. to noon. Tour meets at 
Crow’s Secret Nature Center. 
Must preregister by calling 
(405) 321-4633.

 Our Mission
 The Wildlife Diversity Program - a program of the Oklahoma    
 Department of Wildlife Conservation - monitors, manages and promotes  
 rare, declining and endangered wildlife, as well as common wildlife not 
 fished or hunted. Oklahomans help fund the Wildlife Diversity Program 
 through the purchase of wildlife conservation specialty license plates,  
 product purchases, individual donations and an annual state income tax 
 check-off.  
 
 Please send comments to info@odwc.state.ok.us.
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