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Greetings Wildlife Enthusiasts!
 
With the wildly fluctuating weather from droughts to heavy, summer rains, the 2014 Winter Bird
Feeder Survey (WBFS) will be an interesting one for the books. The annual WBFS allows individuals,
families, friends and students of all ages to explore the outdoor world from the comfort of their home
or school. Join Wildlife Department biologists and citizen scientists from across the state and
participate in the annual Winter Bird Feeder Survey from Jan. 9-12 to experience Oklahoma's winter
wild things.
 
Each year, the WBFS allows bird enthusiasts
and novices alike to contribute to bird
conservation efforts. To conduct the survey, you
need a survey form, bird feeders, seed and a
porch or a window. Simply watch a backyard
feeder for two consecutive days during the
survey period. Count the birds at least four times
daily. On the form, record the highest number of
each species counted feeding at one time. For
example, if you see five red-winged blackbirds at
the feeder at 9 a.m. and a few hours later you

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0015zEPVuhEKJgrXeakYziAtAICCXgtY_rDRN-95RLNYSN--TOLDE7zpxblYHq41esoachqVg_9-8Ghc4tpVHNflalB6y8JUIVPpf14tI-6V_WzjgEs4AhAUO5_WOnnh0crR112jU381fw=


3/11/2014 WildSide: Winter Bird Feeder Survey

https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1115745011039&format=html&print=true 2/12

Male eastern bluebirds can be spotted during the WBFS. Photo
by Jay Pruett.

see three, then record "five red-winged
blackbirds." This ensures you do not count the
same bird twice.
 
Visit okwinterbirds.com on Jan. 1 to download
the survey form and read complete details for
participation and completion of the survey. Be
sure to download the form, save it to your
computer (must complete this step for proper
return), fill it out as thoroughly as possible and
return it as an email attachment to
mhickman@zoo.odwc.state.ok.us.
 
Be sure to check out the January/February issue
of "Outdoor Oklahoma" magazine for last year's
survey results, tips for attracting 
birds, and more! 
 

Share your WBFS photos with us on Facebook,
Twitter, YouTube, and now, Instagram
@OutdoorOK!
 

 
 
Give Thanks,
 
Rachel  
 
Rachel Bradley
Wildlife Diversity Information Specialist

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0015zEPVuhEKJgrXeakYziAtAICCXgtY_rDRN-95RLNYSN--TOLDE7zpxblYHq41esoachqVg_9-8Ghc4tpVHNflbD_y4igUtokvyNppliAHLmmeRVWOCdXuXRzVmLkeic8g4KN0NgFEhUb5tAEpHXHpQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0015zEPVuhEKJgrXeakYziAtAICCXgtY_rDRN-95RLNYSN--TOLDE7zpxblYHq41esoachqVg_9-8Ghc4tpVHNflU_mWj2He84-g8RRuNtr6KbS98uIq3c_6fslnB4CelgDJXwK5WBKtJywS1u0qNFXBA==
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Species Spotlight: Cedar Waxwing
By Kelly Adams, information technician 

 
About 50 bird species visit Oklahoma bird feeders during the winter, and few are as handsome as the
cedar waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum). Debonair in appearance, the cedar waxwing's shiny assembly of
brown, gray and bright yellow feathers is accented by the red, wax-like droplets on the wing feathers. Its
sleek, black mask, subtle crest and silky body give it a distinct look among birds.
 
Cedar waxwings are most abundant in in the northeastern United States, the Great Lakes region, and
southern Ontario. Their opportunistic feeding habits drive them in an unpredictable migration pattern, as
they are constantly searching for and exploiting their food supply. Cedar waxwings are well known for their
voracious appetite and are gluttons for fruit. They are one of the few North American birds that specialize
in eating fruit. They can easily survive on fruit alone for several months. However their gluttony comes with
a price. Occasionally they become intoxicated or even die when they eat too many overripe berries. As
the winter approaches and berry supplies are low, large flocks begin to migrate south, about 1,200 miles
on average, going as far as Panama.
 
Cedar waxwings are very social birds. They
are almost always found in flocks ranging in
size from 30 to 120 birds. In Oklahoma, they
can be found statewide from late October to
early May. Population numbers vary drastically
from year to year as they search for food. Of
course, cedar waxwings are especially
attracted to blue fruits of cedar trees for which
they are named. However, cedar waxwings
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are found in a variety of forest and woodland
habitats with fruit-bearing trees and shrubs.
They are common in urban and residential
neighborhoods where they feed on berries of
landscape plantings during the winter. Cedar
waxwings have a high water need and are
usually found close to streams and ponds.
 
During the summer months, cedar waxwings
breed in southern Canada and the northern
half of the United States. Breeding occurs
between early spring and late summer. During
courtship, males and females hop back and
forth, passing items like fruit, an insect or a
flower petal. After this goes on a few times,
the female eats the gift. The monogamous
pair will look for a nest site together, but it is
the female who ultimately decides where to lay
her eggs. On average, females will lay four or
five eggs. During incubation, the male guards
the nest and will release a warning call if
predators are near. The eggs hatch after
incubating for about 12 days. The chicks are
blind with no down feathers and incapable of
departing the nest. They remain in the nest for
about 15 days before taking short flights
around the nest. The parents continue to feed
the chicks for another week before they leave
the nest and form flocks with other young
cedar waxwings from nearby nests.
 
Like many other bird species, cedar waxwings
play an important role in maintaining a
balanced ecosystem. As fruit and insect
eaters, they help disperse seeds and help
control insect populations. Watching these
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Cedar waxwings feed primarily on fruit-bearing trees. Photo by Dave and

Steve Maslowski.

handsome birds at backyard feeders is an
enjoyable pastime for many people. Birding is
easy to learn, fairly inexpensive, and fun for all
ages. Cedar waxwings are common visitors to
backyard feeders across the state. They are
attracted to yards that have fruit-bearing trees and shrubs and a water source. Although they prefer fruit-
bearing trees and shrubs, they will visit feeders with fruits like dried berries, raisins, currants and apple
slices. Take some time out of your day this winter to enjoy Oklahoma's winter visitors, including the cedar
waxwing. It may be one to include on the 2014 Winter Bird Feeder Survey!
 

Set Your Eyes for Eagles
 
It's time again for a number of organizations to host eagle watches across the state. Grab your cold-
weather gear, binoculars, cameras, family and friends, and visit one of these sites for your chance to see
the majestic bald eagle! Visit wildlifedepartment.com for details on eagle viewing events in your areas.
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Game Warden Honored as Wildlife Officer of the Year    
By Don P. Brown, information and education specialist
 
Dru Polk, game warden stationed in McCurtain County in southeastern Oklahoma, has been named the
Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation's Game Warden of the Year for 2013 and Wildlife Officer
of the Year for the Shikar-Safari Club International.
 
Polk was recognized before the Oklahoma Wildlife Conservation Commission at its December meeting.
Former U.S. Rep. Bill Brewster of Ardmore, a member of Shikar-Safari Club International, presented Polk
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a framed certificate and a silver commemorative plate from the club. 
 
Game wardens are law enforcement officers for the Wildlife Department charged with enforcing fish and
wildlife laws. 
 
"The award means a lot to me, but it means just as much to my family," said Polk, who has served as a
warden since 2001. "If it wasn't for them being understanding, I wouldn't be able to do what I do."
 
"To be selected officer of the year by your
peers is something to be proud of," Brewster
said.
 
State Rep. Curtis McDaniel, a neighbor of
Polk's in Smithville, also read a citation from
the Oklahoma House of Representatives and
Gov. Mary Fallin in recognition of Polk's
accomplishments.
 
Polk said his favorite part of the job is "being
able to ensure that we have a heritage for our
kids, for my girls to be able to hunt and fish
and to have the same opportunities that I've
had growing up. That's why I do what I do."
 
Col. Robert Fleenor, chief of law enforcement
for the Wildlife Department, said Polk typifies
what a game warden should be. His area
requires long hours and an even
temperament, Fleenor said.
 
"What's interesting about Dru is that he is so
well-respected in his area. It's obvious that
people in his area very much respect him
besides knowing that he's going to tend to the
law and take care of business.
"Dru typifies what a gentleman game warden
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Oklahoma game warden Dru Polk holds the certificate recognizing him as
the Shikar-Safari Club International Wildlife Officer of the Year. The warden

who serves in McCurtain County also was named the Wildlife
Department's Game Warden of the Year for 2013.

is all about," Fleenor said.
 
Polk graduated from Durant High School in
1990 and earned a degree in conservation of
natural resources in 1998 from Southeastern
Oklahoma State University. Polk's father
worked for the Alcoholic Beverage Law
Enforcement Commission, so he grew up
around law enforcement.
 
Dru's older brother, Dane, was hired as an
Oklahoma game warden in 1992. 
 
"Of course, I rode with him some and thought,
'Hmm, I've got to have me one of these jobs.' I
realized this was the only job that I could go to
every day with a smile on my face and feel
that I have accomplished something.
Protecting our heritage and our wildlife was my calling," he said.
 
Polk began his career with the Department as an hourly employee in the Fisheries Division under the
guidance of Paul Mauck, and he began working full time in 1999 as a technician at the Durant State Fish
Hatchery. In 2001, Polk was promoted to game warden and was stationed in McCurtain County, a place
he had always wanted to go.
 
"I thought of McCurtain County as kind of the last frontier in Oklahoma and love the thrill of the isolation and
solitude this country had to offer," he said.
 
Polk and his wife, Laticha, have two daughters: Tori, 8, and Lizzi, 6. "There is not a greater pleasure in my
life than to hunt with my family," he said.
 
Besides his tireless efforts enforcing game laws, Polk also serves as a counselor at the Department's
annual youth camp, instructs in the Shotgun Training and Education Program and in the Aquatic Education
Program, and is active in the Archery in the Schools Program. 
 
Polk graduated from the Wildlife Professional Program and recently completed the Department's
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Leadership Development Program. He is certified as a basic instructor for the Oklahoma Council on Law
Enforcement and Education and Training. He also conducts wildlife-based programs for local elementary
schools, helps with law enforcement scenarios for wildlife law students at Southeastern Oklahoma State
University, and attends career days in his county to make youngster aware of conservation-related career
opportunities.
 
In being selected the Department's Warden of the Year, Polk was also nominated for the 2013 Officer of
the Year honor from the Southeastern Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies.
 
Shikar-Safari Club International began more than a half-century ago and is limited to 200 members
worldwide. The social organization's purpose is to support hunting and conservation, and to address
issues that affect those areas of concern. The club's foundation puts more than $1 million into wildlife and
conservation each year, including awarding more than 30 scholarships annually to children of wildlife
professionals who are pursuing careers in wildlife or conservation.
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Gathered for Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation's Game Warden of the Year and Shikar-Safari Wildlife Officer of the
Year ceremonies are, from left, Ed Berg, Bill Brewster and Suzi Brewster of Shikar-Safari Club International; game warden Dru Polk;

daughters Tori, 8, and Lizzi, 6; wife Laticha Polk; Col. Robert Fleenor, chief of law enforcement for the Department; and state Rep.
Curtis McDaniel.
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Last-Minute Gifts for Outdoor Enthusiasts 

Looking for a last-minute gift for a special someone? Check out the
Wildlife Department's Outdoor Store for field guides, a Wildlife
Management Area Atlas, habitat donor patches and hats, and much
more! Don't forget, you are also eligible for a free, one-year
subscription to our award-winning magazine, "Outdoor Oklahoma," with
any purchase of a publication.
 
A portion of the proceeds goes to help fund the Wildlife Diversity
Program. The Wildlife Diversity Program is dedicated to those species
that are not hunted or fished, and species of special conservation
concern.
 

The WildSide e-newsletter is a project of the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation's Wildlife Diversity Program. The

Wildlife Diversity Program is dedicated to all species in Oklahoma that are not hunted or fished. It is primarily funded by the

sales of Wildlife Department license plates, publication sales and private donors. 

Visit wildlifedepartment.com for more wildlife diversity information and events. For questions or comments, please email

info@odwc.state.ok.us.
 

    
 

This program operates free from discrimination on the basis of political or religious opinion or affiliation, race, creed, color, gender, age, ancestry , marital status or disability . A person

who feels he or she may have been discriminated against or would like further information should write: Director, Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation, P.O. Box 53465,

Oklahoma City , OK 73152, or Office of Equal Opportunity , U.S. Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.
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