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Biology Report
Boom Goes the Chicken
The Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation 
is working to conserve the lesser prairie chicken in 
northwest Oklahoma. Collectively — between the 
Wildlife Department, other state and federal agencies, 
conservation organizations and industries — over $40 
million has been spent on or committed to habitat 
management and research efforts that benefit the 
lesser prairie chicken. 

“The Department 
supports responsible 
development and is 
working toward a shared 
goal of keeping the Lesser 
Prairie Chicken off the 
Endangered Species List,” 
said Doug Schoeling, 
upland game biologist for 
the Wildlife Department.

The lesser prairie chicken, 
a unique upland bird 
known for it’s “booming” 
call during mating, has 
experienced population 
declines for many years. 
The species, found in 
northwest Oklahoma, has 
struggled to survive in its native habitat due to habitat 
fragmentation and land use changes over time.

Lesser prairie chicken recovery efforts fall into three 
categories: habitat management, habitat protection 
and research.  

To encourage habitat management practices that will 
aid the native bird, state and federal agencies work 
closely with conservation-minded landowners on 
habitat projects including cedar control, prescribed 
burning, native grass planting and fence marking / 
removal.

“Private landowners are key to wildlife conservation 
in Oklahoma, since about 95 percent of the land in 

Oklahoma is privately 
owned,” said Schoeling.

Additionally, the 
Wildlife Department 
has purchased several 
sections of prime 
habitat that will provide 
permanently protected 
areas for lesser prairie 
chickens. In the last three 
years, over 7,100 acres 
in Harper and Woods 
counties were purchased 
to create Cimarron Hills 
and Cimarron Bluff 
Wildlife Management 
Areas. Packsaddle 
and Beaver River, two 

other wildlife management areas in Ellis and Beaver 
counties, were expanded to include thousands more 
habitat acres. These lands are in key portions of the 
lesser prairie chicken’s range.           
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Finally, research initiatives like the spatial planning 
tool help responsible developers and planners as they 
search for sites where development would least impact 
Oklahoma’s population of lesser prairie chickens. The 
tool, available at wildlifedepartment.com, rates the 
habitat quality of land within the lesser prairie chicken 
range. 

Data from population counts for the lesser prairie 
chicken has been collected for decades, and a new set 
of advanced population surveys will start this spring. 
Wildlife Department biologists and Oklahoma City 
Zoo personnel will conduct listening surveys from 
county roads in Harper, Woods, Woodward, Ellis, 
Roger Mills and Dewey counties. Biologists will listen 
for the distinctive “booming” call of the birds at preset 
listening locations along the roadway. This is the third 
year for these types of surveys, and the data gathered 
will be an important tool in evaluating the population.
           
Also, from March to May, Department biologists will 
use helicopters for aerial surveys throughout the lesser 
prairie chicken range to locate additional groups of 
birds. “We are looking for birds that are not located 
near public roads. The more birds that we locate on 
these surveys, the more we can understand population 
status, which could help prevent the listing of the 
lesser prairie chicken on the endangered species list,” 
said Schoeling. 

Surveyors will only document sightings of lesser 
prairie chickens, and landowners’ information will be 
kept confidential. 
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The map above comes from the proposed Lesser Prairie Chicken (LEPC) 
Initiative Boundary and depicts the LEPC historic and current ranges. 

To learn more about landowner programs offered by 
the Wildlife Department to benefit the lesser prairie 
chicken or to sign up for regular updates on upland 
bird species, visit wildlifedepartment.com.

Biology Report
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Watchable Wildlife
Get to know the cave 
critters of Oklahoma
Speleobiology is a relatively new science that studies 
cave life. The diverse, hidden, underground world has 
yet to be deeply explored.  In efforts to explore and 
conserve subterranean biodiversity and fill a void of 
information on caves in the Ozark Mountains, the 
authors of Cave Life of Oklahoma 
and Arkansas embarked on an 
adventure to research and report 
on the caves of Oklahoma and 
Arkansas and it is now available 
for your reading pleasure. 

The project whose research led 
to the publication of this book by 
the University of Oklahoma Press 
began in the 1970s as a study of 
Ozark cavefish and expanded to 
encompass two states and involve 
a number of research topics and 
collaborators. The authors and 
their team descended into caves of 
Oklahoma and Arkansas to study, 
inventory and photograph the 
hidden world.

Their findings resulted in a 
comprehensive checklist of the 
region’s cave fauna. The book 
describes rare animals’ distribution and ecological 
niches, complete with more than 175 full-color 
illustrations of never-before seen photographs of cave 

life – and even newly discovered species. Also 
addressed is the conservation of subterranean 
biodiversity – including invasive species, resource 
extraction and habitat – as well as current methods of 
preservation and protection – including legislation, 
land acquisition, people management and cave gates.

Subterranean organisms are key indicators of 
groundwater quality, and their adaptations can lead 

to advances in medicine, making 
speleology crucial to science. Cave 
Life of Oklahoma and Arkansas 
is sure to advance the knowledge 
of subterranean ecosystems and 
help save some of the world’s last 
frontiers. 

Books are available in bookstores, 
online and directly from the 
University of Oklahoma Press by 
calling 1-800-627-7377 or visiting 
oupress.com.

Authors: G.O. Graening, 
conservation biologist and founder 
of Natural Investigations Company, 
an environmental consulting 
firm, teaches at California State 
University; Danté B. Fenolio, 
photographer and amphibian 
conservation scientist with Atlanta 
Botanical Garden; Michael E. 

Slay, Ozark Karst program director with the Ozark 
Highlands office of The Nature Conservancy.

The book Cave Life of Oklahoma and Arkansas is now 
available in bookstores, online, and directly from the 
University of Oklahoma Press.
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Sign Up Now for Wildlife 
Youth Camp 2012
Youth, apply now for the 2012 Wildlife Youth Camp! 
The Oklahoma Wildlife Department Youth Camp 
is an excellent opportunity for youth to explore 
possible future careers in wildlife management. 
The Department is now accepting applications 
through April 13, which may be downloaded at 
wildlifedepartment.com.

 In order to give participants a better understanding 
of wildlife and fisheries management and law 
enforcement, game wardens, wildlife and fisheries 
professionals and dedicated hunters and anglers 
conduct the entire camp. Campers will learn rifle and

shotgun training, muzzleloading, ropes and rappelling, 
archery, wildlife law enforcement, swimming, fishing 
and fisheries management, wildlife identification and 
much more.

The camp is slated for June 24 through 29 at OU 
Biological Station, Lake Texoma, Oklahoma. 
Applicants must be 14 to 16 years of age prior to June 
24. The application requires a written essay, one letter 
of recommendation and a recent photo of an outdoor-
related event or activity. A maximum of 35 youth will 
be selected to attend the camp. 

For more information on the application process and 
to download an application visit wildlifedepartment.
com or call (405) 321-3856.

Action Update

Above: Camper participating in the 2011 Wildlife Youth Camp ropes 
course. Right: Camper participating in the archery training camp 
session. 
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While you make efforts to attract purple martins to 
your yard, you can also send mail bearing their image 
for others to enjoy. The U.S. Postal Service now offers 
the “Purple Martin Stamped Envelope” — issued 
January 23, 2012 as Forever® stamped envelopes, 
meaning the value of the postage is always equal to 
the value of the current First-Class Mail one-ounce 
rate. The purple martin envelope features a purple 
martin in flight and another perching on a branch.

The U.S. Postal Service also is offering its “Birds of 
Prey” stamps for 2012, which feature the northern 
goshawk, peregrine falcon, golden eagle, osprey and 
northern harrier. The 85-cent falcon stamps are issued 
in self-adhesive sheets of 20 for $17 per sheet. 
Both mail options can be ordered online at usps.com 
or by phone at (800) 782-6724. To view the "Birds of 
Prey" stamps visit beyondtheperf.com.

Martins in the Mail
Looking for something exciting to tweet about with 
your followers? Over 1,000 subscribers use Twitter to 
get the very latest news updates from the Oklahoma 
Department of Wildlife Conservation.

The Wildlife Department’s regular updates provide 
outdoor enthusiasts information from links to timely 
news stories, wildlife updates and events.

Current Twitter users can sign up to follow 
“OKWildlifeDept” for updates. Outdoor enthusiasts 
who do not maintain a free Twitter account can follow 
the Wildlife Department's Twitter updates by logging 
on to http://twitter.com/OkWildlifeDept.

Log on to twitter.com to start following 
@OKWildlifeDept or to set up a Twitter account. 
Those interested can follow the Wildlife Department 
on Facebook as well. <http://www.facebook.com/
wildlifedepartment> 

Something to Tweet About

Purple martin envelope offered by the U.S. Postal Service. 

Click the logos to begin following the Wildlife Department on Twitter or 
to friend us on Facebook.

Action Update
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 Our Mission
 The Wildlife Diversity Program - a program of the Oklahoma    
 Department of Wildlife Conservation - monitors, manages and promotes  
 rare, declining and endangered wildlife, as well as common wildlife not 
 fished or hunted. Oklahomans help fund the Wildlife Diversity Program 
 through the purchase of wildlife conservation specialty license plates,  
 product purchases, individual donations and an annual state income tax 
 check-off.  
 
 Please send comments to info@odwc.state.ok.us.

About Us

 Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation Commission
 Mike Bloodworth - Hugo - Chairman
 M. David Riggs - Sand Springs -Vice Chairman
 John Zelbst - Meers - Secretary
 Ed Abel - Oklahoma City
 John D. Groendyke - Enid
 Bruce Mabrey - Okmulgee
 Dan Robbins - Altus
 Harland Stonecipher - Centrahoma
 Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation
 Richard Hatcher - Director
 Melinda Sturgess-Streich - Asst. Director of Administration and Finance
 Wade Free - Assistant Director of Operations
 Barry Bolton - Chief, Fisheries
 Alan Peoples - Chief, Wildlife
 Robert Fleenor - Chief, Law Enforcement
 Nels Rodefeld - Chief, Information and Education 
 Editor     Contributing Staff    
 Rachel Bradley   Melynda Hickman, Russ Horton, 
     William “Buck” Ray,  Curtis 
     Tackett, Mark Howery, Larry   
     Weimers, Michael Bergin

10: Oklahoma Bluebird Society 
Spring Meeting at Camp 
Victory in Mannford at 10:30 
a.m. Learn about the Eastern 
bluebird, bluebird house 
upkeep, and to share your 
experiences. To RSVP please 
contact: Bob Snider at (918) 
486-2491. Lunch will cost $10 
per person.

17: Byron Watchable Wildlife 
Area Nature Center will be 
open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

28: Bob Walshaw will present 
the last spring hands on 
Bluebird Seminar including 
how to deal with the killer 
house sparrows at Bass Pro 
Shops in Broken Arrow at 7 
p.m. This event will be held in 
the upstairs seminar room, is 
free and open to the public and 
door prizes will be awarded. 
For more information call 
(918) 355-7600.

Outdoor Calendar
March
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