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Watchable Wildlife

Grab your binoculars and camera and head to western 
Oklahoma. Through mid-November, a flock of one of 
North America’s rarest birds will pass right through 
the state, and the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife 
Conservation is asking state residents to report 
sightings. 

Just over 300 whooping cranes 
are en route from Canada to 
their wintering location along 
the central Texas coast.

By 1941, only 19 of the cranes 
were known to exist due to 
loss of wetland habitat and 
unregulated market hunting 
during the mid 1800s. Though 
the species has never been 
common in modern times, the 
five-foot-tall endangered birds 
are slowly developing into a 
conservation success story. 

Conservation measures such as the protection of 
breeding and wintering habitats have helped the small 
population grow fifteen-fold over the past 70 years. To 
aid this effort in Oklahoma, the Wildlife Department 
asks residents to report sightings.

The birds tend to use shallow wetlands, marshes, river 
bottoms and partially flooded pastures and grain fields 
in the western half of the state. 

Rare Bird in Oklahoma: Whooping Crane Migration
By Mark Howery, wildlife diversity biologist

Whooping cranes typically migrate during the day 
in groups of one to six birds. They can be identified 
by their large size, bold white plumage, black tips on 
their feathers, red and black markings on their heads, 
their long legs that extend beyond their tail feathers 
while in flight and their long, out-stretched neck 
during flight.

Despite their distinct 
appearance, they are often 
confused with the American 
white pelican (short legs with 
a large band of black feathers 
along the trailing edge of each 
wing — not just the tip), snow 
goose (short legs not visible 
beyond tail feathers, flies in 
large flocks of 30 or more 
birds), and great egret (no black 
feathers on its wings, holds its 
neck in an S-shape when in 
flight). 

To report a whooping crane sighting in Oklahoma, 
contact the Wildlife Department at (405) 424-2728. 
The Department requests to receive information such 
as the date, time, approximate location, number of 
birds and habitat they were using during the sighting 
during the report. 

View the next page for photographs of the whooping 
crane and other similar looking birds that are found 
in Oklahoma.

Photo by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
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Watchable Wildlife
Whooping Cranes and Similar Birds

Whooping Crane

Great Egret

Snow Goose

American White Pelican

Photos by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

•	 legs extend beyond tail 
feathers

•	 red and black head markings
•	 black tips on feathers
•	 out-stretched neck in flight

•	 legs extend beyond tail 
feathers

•	 all white wings
•	 S-shaped neck in flight

•	 short legs do not extend tail feathers
•	 short beak
•	 flies in flocks of 30 or more

•	 short legs do not extend tail feathers
•	 extremely large beak
•	 black feathers along the trailing edge 

of each wing (not just tips)
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In his time off from being a game warden in Mayes County, 
Steve Loveland uses his keen knowledge of wildlife and 
creative touch to transform tupelo wood into realistic fish 
sculptures. Loveland grew up sketching often and working 
on school art projects with the help of his mother’s crafty 
hand, but grew to prefer three-dimensional art forms 
after becoming a taxidermy apprentice. As a taxidermy 
apprentice, Loveland learned multiple techniques to 
reproduce and mount fish. This was quite a different art 
form for him, in which he took great interest. 

Wanting to get more daring with his creativity shortly after 
becoming a Mayes County game warden in 1980, Loveland 
enrolled in a trout taxidermy course in Idaho.

“I didn’t know anything about wood before the course,” 
said Loveland. “We 
learned how to cast 
using foam as well as 
various carving and 
painting techniques 
from well-known 
carvers.”

According to 
Loveland, research 
and creativity are 
the most important 
aspects of becoming 
a wood carver. Over 
the years, Loveland 
has captured 
hundreds of diverse 

fish pictures to study their appearance. Loveland also 
references “how-to” books and magazines. 

Breakthrough Magazine is a favorite, featuring wildlife 
artists around the world. Every two years the magazine 
hosts a worldwide wildlife art contest in which Loveland 
entered a paddlefish carving titled, “Hooked on a Feeling,” 
in 1995 after listening to BJ Thomas’ lyrical version. 

“The paddlefish was only my 12th carving, so I was shocked 
when I won second place in the World Fish Carving 
Championship,” said Loveland. “There were people from 
Russia, Australia, and even the Netherlands that had been 
carving and competing for years, and I got second place.”

This award definitely got Loveland hooked on a hobby as 
he continues to carve today and hopes to make it a business 
upon retirement. 

Wildlife Art
Hooked on a Hobby: Game 
Warden and Wildlife Artist

By Rachel Bradley,
wildlife diversity information specialist

Photos from left: Loveland in beginning stages of forming a fish carving, 
"Hooked on a Feeling" 2nd place carving. Photos by Rachel Bradley.
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Wildlife Spotlight

Cleveland County resident Bonne Karim has been 
framing wildlife for many years with her interest in 
photography.  Karim is an avid traveler and active 
outdoor enthusiast who strives 
to take advantage of any good 
opportunity to capture the 
perfect moment on camera or in 
words.

Karim studies the work of many 
professional photographers and 
enjoys reading and collecting 
photography books.  In 2002 
she viewed the BBC Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year exhibit 
while visiting in London.  
Each year she eagerly awaits 
the chance to see the latest 
competition entries featuring 
wildlife photographers of all ages 
from around the world.

The Oklahoma Arts Institute 
conducts a variety 
workshops for adults at 
Quartz Mountain each 
fall.  Karim has taken great 
interest in the creative 
writing and photography workshops where she gets 
the opportunity to fine-tune her skills while enjoying 
the wildlife and southwest Oklahoma scenery.  The 
teachers emphasize developing sensory and language

skills to capture a particular sight, sound or smell 
in ways that capture its essence and convey the 
experience to others.

One of her most memorable experiences came on an 
early morning group hike with a park ranger. 

“With flashlights in hand, we 
climbed a trail to the top of the 
peak where the ranger told us 
about owls and their habits,” 
Karim said. “We were told 
to listen carefully and were 
rewarded with the sounds of 
an owl hooting nearby and, a 
moment later, another answering 
from across the valley in the 
pre-dawn mist.  Those who got 
up early and took advantage 
of the opportunity got a real 
treat. We saw many things after 
a breathtaking sunrise, but 
the owls were special,” Karim 
reminisced.

Karim is always on the lookout 
to put her skills and creativity 

to the test. Inspired by the 
question, “where does the 
path lead,” she took the 
photo on the next page 
while hiking the Wahkeena 

Falls Trail in Oregon’s Columbia River Gorge.  The 
wildlife poem reflects her experiences on early 
morning training runs for the Oklahoma Memorial 
Marathon.

Captured in a Moment: A 
Photographer and Wildlife
By Rachel Bradley, wildlife diversity information specialist

To share your Oklahoma wildlife story please send an email to info@
odwc.state.ok.us (subject: Wildlife Spotlight) including your name, 
phone number, email address, photo and a brief description of your 

experience.

Photo: Karim at Whakeema Falls Trail. Photo by Bonne Karim. 



Outdoor Store Wildlife Diversity Contact Us

November 2011

Wildlife Spotlight:Early Morning Run
Black velvet sky stretches overhead
As a multitude of stars twinkle, then resolve into familiar constellations.
The silver glow of a crescent moon shines softly through barren branches,
Soon to be swathed in spring green.
Bright Venus, the morning star, outshines all
Urging, “come out and run. Savor the peaceful stillness.”
 
The sky lightens slowly and birds begin their morning song.
The soft coo of a mourning dove contrasts with the crow’s harsh caw.
A blue jay’s shrill cry rings out,
Then the woodpecker’s familiar rat-a-tat-tat.
The frenzied cry of a flock of starlings is followed by utter silence, 
Then a loud whoosh as the birds take flight. 
 
Light increases and the sky takes on shades of pink and crimson.
White clouds dazzle the eye, 
Standing out against a canvas of breathtaking blue.
The eastern glow grows more radiant as the sun approaches the horizon.
“Morning has broken,” I sing joyfully, flying down the street.
“Praise with elation, praise every morning,” familiar words of the old song.
 
A gentle breeze caresses the skin, carrying the sweet scent of hyacinths,
Then gusts, sending a shower of white pear blossoms into the air.
Spring snow, gently drifting down on nature’s bouquet,
A myriad of bright yellow daffodils in assorted shapes and sizes.
A sea of pansies frothing purple, white, and peach,
And stately tulips, sporting a riot of pink, red, and yellow hues.
 
I cheerfully greet the abundant wildlife I spy along the way.
Rabbits nibbling tender, sweet grass on a neighbor’s lawn,
Squirrels darting to and fro across my path,
An armadillo scurrying clumsily across a driveway,
A frightened ‘possum running a parallel path,
Too confused to change direction, yet warned by instinct to flee. 
 
Early morning is a magic time, with priceless gifts
Awaiting those who shake off sleep and venture out.
A time for reflection in cool stillness before facing daily cares,
A time to savor the beauty of nature’s bounty,
A time to run free with the wind,
At one with the earth.

By Bonne Karim
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Wildlife Diversity Report
Drive in Style: Stop Traffic with New Wildlife Plates

By Rachel Bradley, wildlife diversity information specialist

The Texas horned lizard, mallard duck, and striped 
bass license plates have hit the road. Show your 
support for Oklahoma’s diverse wildlife and help fund 
much-needed wildlife conservation projects with a 
new wildlife diversity license plate.

Wildlife diversity plates top the charts* as the top 
grossing specialty plate in 2011, according to the 
recent report from the Oklahoma Tax Commission. 
The three new plates join the current whitetail deer, 
scissor-tailed flycatcher, largemouth bass, bobwhite 
quail, wild turkey, and trout at local tag agencies. 

The funds generated by the Wildlife Department’s 
special interest plates are essential for keeping 
Oklahoma’s wildlife and wild places healthy. 

Order a pre-numbered or personalized tag for $38 
with a large portion of the proceeds going to the 
Wildlife Diversity Fund at www.tax.ok.gov.

The Wildlife Diversity fund supports Oklahoma’s 
animals that are not hunted or fished through 
promotion of education, research, habitat 
conservation and management to maintain healthy 
populations.

The Wildlife Department does not receive tax 
appropriations, and instead relies on wildlife 
enthusiasts to help support Oklahoma’s wildlife.
*Excluding disabled and university plates.
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Outdoor Calendar

November 
3: Wildlife Department 
vehicle auction. The sale starts 
promptly at 6:00 p.m. in the 
parking lot, 1801 N. Lincoln 
Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK. 
Registration begins at 5:00 p.m.

19: Byron Hatchery Watchable 
Wildlife Area Nature Center 
will be open from 9 am to 3 
p.m. The biologist on duty 
will be happy to visit with 
visitors about wildlife in the 
area or take a walk with you 
on the nature trail. For more 
information about these events 
email mhickman@zoo.odwc.
state.ok.us or 405-990-4977

Congratulations!
Wildscape Certification #0457 
Colorblind Farms, LeFlore 
Co. Oklahoma Wildscapes is a 
landowner assistance program 
to help landowners transform 
their urban yards and smaller 
acerage land into wildlife 
friendly habitats. For more 
information on landscaping for 
wildlife, click here. 

 Our Mission
 The Wildlife Diversity Program - a program of the Oklahoma    
 Department of Wildlife Conservation - monitors, manages and promotes  
 rare, declining and endangered wildlife, as well as common wildlife not 
 fished or hunted. Oklahomans help fund the Wildlife Diversity Program 
 through an annual state income tax check-off, the purchase of wildlife  
 conservation specialty license plates, product purchases and individual 
 donations. 
 
 Please send comments to info@odwc.state.ok.us.
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