
  
IT'S GAMEDAY IN OOOOOKLAHOMA!  
  
Do those words sound like music to your ears, or what? It's time again to walk the 
streets of your favorite campus and smell the charcoaled aroma of juicy 
hamburgers and hotdogs, sweet, messy s'mores and campfires (if the burn ban 
gets lifted)! Not only are these favorite things indication that football season is 
finally back, but they also indicate we may eventually get some cooler weather.  
  
The fall is a time of family, fun and the beautiful outdoors. Make it a point to get a 
child outdoors this fall. Whether it's walking to your favorite team's stadium, hiking 
up Mount Scott at the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge, admiring the changing 
leaves in the Ouachita Mountains or watching the new winged visitors that 
appear, teach a child to be aware of the beauty outdoors.  
  
I enjoy taking photos of the various trees in Norman as I walk to the football 
games (yes, BOOMER SOONER!). Rich reds, bright yellows and deep oranges 
make the walk that much more enjoyable. I don't think I would appreciate this 
beauty had my family not instilled purpose in the outdoors within me. 
  
Now you may not be rooting for the same team, but we can all agree that football 
season, cooler weather and appreciation for the outdoors make for a perfect fall 
season. The fall is a beautiful time of the year, so teach a child to appreciate its 
beauty and create fond memories this season.  
  
   
  
Enjoy,  
  
Rachel   
  
Rachel Bradley 
Wildlife Diversity Information Specialist      
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Monarchs Move On 
  
The last few weeks of September bring joy to many outdoor enthusiasts. The weather begins to cool, 
leaves transform to rich fall colors and migrations begin bringing new visitors. However, we also say 
"goodbye" to many summer visitors. The monarch butterfly is one of the many that moves on as the 
weather conditions change. Their 
migration is one of unique stature, 
of which all should take note this 
month.  
  
"With a migration lasting longer 
than most butterflies, monarchs' 
migration is very unique," said 
Bryan Reynolds, founder of 
Butterflies of the World 
Foundation. "Monarchs cannot 
withstand cold weather, so they 
have evolved into this migration 
routine, which fluctuates due to 
weather conditions." 
  
Their average lifespan is about 
one to three months, raising about 
four or five generations each 
summer depending on geographic location.  
 
"As monarchs migrate north in the spring, they lay eggs and die," said Mark Howery, wildlife diversity 
biologist for ODWC. "The next generation will repeat that cycle moving farther north, and then the last 
generation makes the southward migration and the beginning of the spring migration northward, living for 
about six months."  
 
The last generation for the summer will live from about August to May as it overwinters from California to 
Mexico.  
 
"As monarchs migrate, they will 
congregate in large groups and 
rest on the leeward side of trees to 

Monarch at Lexington Wildlife Management Area. Photo by Bryan Reynolds. 
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warm their bodies in the mornings 
before taking flight," said 
Reynolds. "It is such a beautiful 
site if you happen to catch them 
gliding on a tail wind coming from 
the north." 
 
Other migratory butterflies remain 
active as they winter south of the 
United States' border. However, 
monarchs go into a state of 
inactivity, thus they do not 
reproduce or feed. They can often 
be found in large groups resting on 
trees during this time. 
 
Monarch caterpillars, larva, feed 
on various milkweed plants.  
 
"The 
milkweed 
family 
has 
bitter, 
somewhat 
toxic 
alkaloids 
in 
their 
milky 
sap," 
said 
Howery. 
"As 
caterpillars 
transform 
into 
butterflies, the monarchs' body deposits this toxin beneath its skin and it is pumped into the wings and 
body. This keeps birds from eating them when resting on trees." 
 
The last monarchs that completed their migration will come out of their torpor state and head north as the 
weather warms again. Then, they will begin laying eggs and continue the cycle again.  
 
Monarchs are one of the most highly recognized butterflies with their orange upperside and black-lined 
veins. Their average wingspan is about four inches, making them quite large butterflies. 

Monarch larva on milkweed. Photo by Bryan Reynolds. 

Green milkweed at Lexington WMA in Cleveland County is a larval host plat. Photo 
by Bryan Reynolds. 
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Keep your head to the sky this month and see if you can spot a group of monarchs moving south!

Butterflies of the World Foundation  
 
Founder, Bryan Reynolds, created 
Butterflies of the World Foundation 
to create an awareness of 
butterflies, conservation and his 
love for photography.  
 
Reynolds quickly became aware of 
the effects of habitat fragmentation 
when he moved to Oklahoma after 
retiring from the military. He 
latched on to the knowledge of 
local experts and began a 
conservation movement and 
launched the foundation in 2007.  
 
"It was a labor of love," said 
Reynolds. "I literally bought and 
read 'Nonprofits for Dummies' 

cover-to-cover and started speaking at schools, libraries and other various organizations."    
 
Reynolds presents conservation topics via multimedia PowerPoints, conducting and assisting with 
butterfly counts and speaking engagements at various events, such as the Oklahoma BioBlitz!.  
 
For upcoming events or to book a speaking engagement, visit his Facebook page or website botwf.org.    

Bryan Reynolds, founder, Butterflies of the World Foundation. 

Expo Time in Oklahoma 
  
As some of you may have 
watched on Outdoor Oklahoma 
television a few weeks ago, last 
year was my first Wildlife Expo 
experience. I must say, from setup 
a week prior to the actual event, 
it's quite the adventure! 
  
I got to see our amazing fisheries 
division build the indoor pond, get 
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to know the game warden while 
allocating hay to each booth site, 
help conduct fishing clinics, bow 
fish, shoot clay pigeons, view 
wildlife art, view Oklahoma's 
beautiful stream fish and even pet 
an alligator. It was the most fun 
I've had for free since I graduated 
college the May prior to the event.  
  
Visitors 
to 
the 
2012 
Oklahoma 
Wildlife 
Expo 
can 
spend 
an 
entire 
day 
actively 
participating 
in 
everything 
from 
tossing 
an 
atlatl to paddling a kayak and learning all about conservation in Oklahoma much like I did - while I was 
working. 
  
The Expo features live wildlife diversity species, archery and firearms ranges, a stocked fishing pond, bird 
watching areas, mountain bike trails, ATV test ride courses, Dutch oven cooking seminars, and even 
kayaking and sporting dog demonstrations on the indoor pond. The event also features free wild game 
samples, and booths and activities that  
provide information, learning  
opportunities and recreation. 
Admission and activities at the 
event are all free. 

   
Hosted by the Oklahoma 
Department of Wildlife 
Conservation in partnership with a 
range of other state agencies, 

Shoot shotguns at Expo 2012. Photo by Steve Webber. 

Thank you Expo volunteers for your dedication and hard work. Photo by Steve 
Webber. 
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businesses, organizations and 
volunteers, the Expo is designed 
to generate interest in the 
outdoors while providing hands-on 
learning opportunities. Those who 
attend are invited to catch a vision 
for wildlife conservation and the 
role that Oklahoma's outdoor 
traditions play in conserving 
wildlife and habitat for future 
generations.  
 
Expo hours will be from 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m. September 29 and 30. The 
event draws thousands of people 
every year for a weekend of 
outdoor recreation and 
education. Stop by the Wildlife 
Diversity booth at the east end of 
the arena for a map of all wildlife diversity activities and souvenirs.  
  

Participate in a fishing clinic and catch a variety of sunfish. Photo by Steve Webber. 

Oklahoma BioBlitz! 2012  
 
Registration for the 2012 Oklahoma 
BioBlitz! is now open! Reserve your spot 
to experience a rapid, 24 hour 
biodiversity inventory of Foss State Park 
and Washita National Wildlife Refuge on 
October 5 and 6.  
 
Participants are citizen scientists as they 
attend their choice of bird walks, reptile 
and amphibian walks, dragon fly walks, 
examine soil invertebrates and bees with 
local experts. Get a sneak peak of the 
new documentary, Where did the Horny 
Toad go?, directed by local artist, Stefani 
Leland with Jar of Grasshoppers 
Productions. 
  
Also, use Project Noah to get assistance in identification of unknown species with your smartphone. 
Coordinators are currently working logistics to provide a wifi hotspot to aid this process.  

Past BioBlitz! participants seine to gather an inventory list for aquatic 
species. Photo by wildlifedepartment.com. 
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Register online and email prill@ou.edu to be on the mailing list. The cost is $7 for students and $12 for 
non-students. This will reserve a t-shirt, two nights of camping, a campfire snack Friday evening and a 
light breakfast Saturday morning.  
  
BioBlitz was invented in 1996 by scientists from the National Parks Service and inaugurated in 
Washington, D.C., by scientists from the National Park Service, the National Botanical Garden, and the 
Smithsonian Institution. BioBlitz of varying types have since been conducted in several states such as 
Oklahoma. Each year, the event is in a different area of Oklahoma, so don't miss out on this event when 
it's nearest you!  

Picture Perfect 
  
Wade Free, assistant director for the Wildlife Department, shot this photo of a Texas horned lizard a few 
weeks ago in Weatherford.  
  
Texas horned lizards, or horny toads, feed on harvester ants. Free found this lizard on the edge of an ant 
hill feeding.  
  
Look closely and you will see an ant standing on the back of the lizard. Great shot, Wade. Thanks for 
sharing! 
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Jack Melton of Murray County snapped this male painted bunting while perching on a feeder outside his 
home. 
  
They are often found in open brushlands, thickets and scattered woodlands often making them hard to 
see.  
  
Thanks for sharing, Jack! 
  
Have photos you would like to share in The WildSide? Send them to info@odwc.state.ok.us with the 
story of how and where you captured the photo (200 words or less). Please write "WildSide Photos"  
in the subject line.  

Texas horned lizard grazing with an ant on its back. Photo by Wade Free. 

Painted bunting perched on a bird feeder. Photo by Jack Melton. 

In Other Words 
  
-Get ahead of schedule and plan 
 your summer activities with the 
 help of the Wildlife 
 Department's Outdoor Calendar. 
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-Interested in learning about 
 identifying game birds such as the 
 secretive rails, snipe and early- 
 season waterfowl in southwest 
 Oklahoma? Join us September 8 
 for a one-hour Migratory Game 
 Bird Natural History and 
 Identification Program beginning 
 at 10 a.m. in the Hackberry Flat 
 Center. The program is free and 
 suitable for ages 12 years to 99. 
 There is no fee. For more 
 information please contact 
Melynda Hickman 
at mhickman@zoo.odwc.state.ok.us 
or phone at  
 (405) 990- 4977. Visit the 
Hackberry Flat page on our 
website for more information.  
  
-Explore the Prairie at Night at Byron Hatchery Watchable  Wildlife Area on Saturday, September 15. 
 Learn more about wildlife activity at night. Try to communicate with owls, capture bats in mist nets and 
 sniff spiders. There is no fee, but reservations are required. This activity is limited to 20 people. Children 
 must be at least 8 years old to participate. Call Melynda Hickman at (405) 990-4977 or email 
 mhickman@zoo.odwc.state.ok.us to reserve your spot today. 
  
-Looking for wildlife activities in the OKC Metro Area? Visit Martin Park Nature Center's Facebook 
 page for updated events and news. Martin Park Nature Center is located in northwest Oklahoma City. 
  
-Visit the Oxley Nature Center in the Tulsa metro area for many close-to-home adventures such as 
 Botany Walks, Earth Science Walks, Butterfly Walks, Night Walks and a variety of workshops for 
 individuals and families.  

Monarch on the Tallgrass Prairie Preserve in Osage County. Photo by Bryan 
Reynolds. 

The WildSide e-newsletter is a project of the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation's Wildlife Diversity 
Program. The Wildlife Diversity Program is dedicated to all species in Oklahoma that are not hunted or fished. 
It is primarily funded by the sales of Wildlife Department license plates, publication sales and private donors.  
 
Visit wildlifedepartment.com for more wildlife diversity information and events. For questions or comments, 
please email info@odwc.state.ok.us. 

   

     
  

This program operates free from discrimination on the basis of political or religious opinion or affiliation, race, creed, color, gender, age, ancestry, 
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marital status or disability. A person who feels he or she may have been discriminated against or would like further information should write: 
Director, Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation, P.O. Box 53465, Oklahoma City, OK 73152, or Office of Equal Opportunity, U.S. 
Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240. 

Forward this email 

Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation | PO BOX 53465 | Oklahoma City | OK | 73152 

This email was sent to kgillman@odwc.state.ok.us by info@odwc.state.ok.us |    
Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy. 
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